UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

AD391481

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES

TO: unclassified

FROM: confidential
LIMITATION CHANGES

TO:

Approved for public release, distribution
unlimited

FROM:
Distribution authorized to U.S. Gov't.
agencies and their contractors;
Administrative/Operational Use; 15 Aug
1966. Other requests shall be referred to
Adjutant Generals Office [Army],
Washington, DC.

AUTHORITY

31 Aug 1978, DoDD 5200.10; AGO d/a 1ltr, 29
Apr 1980

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED



2 A, TR, R SRR 6 5

-9
b .')
L
| 4
1

2 0 Seichipit i NI

N——

o MA

-
— :
e
e
.
K
4
a7 e

-

T

.

. )\4
Ve ;o. .\./,'

.,.
l"

.l
\hg/t‘\ ».*nv""

A . _
4 ‘

[ CONFIDENTIAL ] -

/

.
T
l

‘

\ LI 5

k .

b .
A4 i

*This document
Defense of the
Espionage Laws

Its transmission or ths rovelo
menner to an .unautliorized povaoi Lo

.;:;' 3"'55=F!Eﬂﬁp% ; [j

" tﬁ”,@ (/26 T-RD-6 4429127

é :

containg
United
s, Title, 3.3,

hin the meroning of the A ' C
WS, ¢.. Socticn 05 and.79%4.
tioy of ils centenis in

nrehibited by lmnD L’ . 1
I, s— :
& m‘r

. JUL 311968

u i ;‘i’"‘-{ ,
) ta Nl im wd koo
' '“5JJEL',,;

31 JuLe
(RCS CSFOR = 65)

2 CONFlDENT_IAL 1

 —

nowucwna
) R m:cmsw, o

3. 5T 52000;')

<o

A ¢ ol




R . e et . N S s R .y s o A
Gt 0 R o T 1 55y RN e e e Wi 00 3 RIS TN e SR N - ah e oo B S o M i RS S

|
SEGURITY

MAhKI NG

The classified or limited status of this report applies
to each page, unicss otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be maiked accordingly.

g THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
g THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF

{{S CONTENTS IN ANY MANNE® TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U. S. Government
thereby iancurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
N the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
;?q#‘ or permission to-manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that

may in any way be related thereto.
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1st Infantry Division

Operational Report-Lessons Learned i

1 Hay - 31 July 1966 i
{RCS CIFOR-65) 15 Jugust 1966

1 Significant Organization av. Unit Activities
1. Ilntroduction:

During the period covered by the pravisus Uperational lieport-Lessons
Learned (1 Jan - 30 Apr 66), the ist Infantry bivision begcn to conduet
major operations outside the assigned tactical arcas of responsibility
(TAOR) to extend U.S. and GVii irnfluence into greviously uncontested aroas.
The period covered by this report was marked by sven decper penetrations
into areas considered as VC doninated territory. Jnerations were charace
terized by rapid reaction to intelligence information and deployment of
the bulk of division forces over vast areas of the I1I Corps Tacticel
Zone, 'There haz been a significant increasse in the integratioan of ARVl
combat forcss into 1st Infaniry Jivision operations. The division initi-
ated its first major pacification oreration and results to dste hevo been
very encouraging. OJperations were also conducted within base camp Tillls
to locate and destroy rezaining VO forces =id installations. Three iain

- Forco Viet Cong regiments were engazed in {ive major bdattles and in each
the eneny forces were declcively defeated. The elite 2722 VC Regiment
wag engaged in battle on two separate occasions, one of which occurred on
the 49tb Anniversary cf the formation of the Big Red Ons, 3 July 1917,

Sergeant ilajor Williem Wooldrige Gaparted the 1st Infantry Jivision i
on 9 July to assume his duties as the newly created Sergeant liajor of
the Army. .

The mumercus and varied projects initiated under the Civic Action
progran have continued to have a hizh priority. Jwring this perlod, the
scope of the progran was enlarged to encompass assistance to ARVH forcos :
through construction, training, and medical care for dependents. :

2. Organization:

The 1st Infantry Jivision continued to occupy five major boss camps
at JI AN, PHU LOI, LAI XHD, PHUOC VIKH and BEAR CAT. In a cercmony on
4 July 1966, the 24 Brigade bass camp at BIZAR CAT was officially renaned
CAP COL in honor of Sergeant ilartin Cox, Compeny B, 1st ingineer Batta-
lion. Sergoeant Cox was killed in action during Operation ABILIIE.

The 35th Infantry [atoon (Seout Dog) arrived in-country 16 June and
was “ttached to the 1st Infantry Division by U.S. Army Vietnam General
Order 4075 (Incl 4). The entire platocn was further attached to the
Z Brigade for centralized control until treining that vas incomplete
upon deployment from CONUS and rafresher training could be com;leted,

In accordance with guidance {rom the Commanding General, ist Ilnfan
Division, s provisional nght assault artillery battery (4.2 inch mortar
vas formad in July (Incl 5). aasets of thui_o infantry battalion heavy
mortar platoons were transforred to leadquartera and Hesdquarters Batiery,
Division irtillery. One battalion from eash brigade base camp provided
the assets, theroby retaining the integrity of the trancferred nlatoons
and facilitating the forrmation of the battery. This plan also snabled
onhbuooampommdortotd;ustthotm&niuhuvymmmu
dafending the canp with 1ittle or no difficulty. korter platoons of the
1st Dattalion, 24 lafantry (PHUOC VINH), 24 Sattalion, 24 Infantry
(LAY XHR), and 24 Battalion, 16ta Infantry (CAP COX) were transfarred
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and pu-ovido&x;{:e nucleus to train and organize the battery. The battery,

commanded by a'major, is assigned to the 8th Battalion, 6th Artillery

(15m/s") and has, a total strength of 144 persomnel, Tho light assault

artillery battery n 8 svailable to the division fire power that can be

rapidly deployed by Ul«D helicopters when medium halicopters are not
available to move a 105M~hattery

In February 1966 mdificatfdm tables of organization and equimnt
were submitted for units of the diﬁd.on. Chcnges fron the current organ~
ization are necessitated by the counterismgurpency emviromment; location
of diviasion units at fivas base camps, sepsrated, in some cases by insecure
LOC's; and TOB deficioncies which degrade units* gbdlity to-perforn their;.
miesiona. Since submission of the. original 1i10it's,-sdditionsl moditic%
tions have been required by the development of new tacties and issue of
new equipment. These additdonsl changes include tho establigiment of a
long renge reconnaissance patrol platoorn organic to the air cavalry troops
. re-authorization of the armored vehicle launched bridge platoon whose.

deletion was directed prior t¢ deployment from CONUS; and modification’

tenance battalion required by the impending iassue of self-propelled 155mm
to incorporate the above changes will be completed 1n early August 1966.

Requested modificitions hcve been kept to e minimim coneistent with
the division's mission., Those requested are neccssary to moot the opex-
ator and maintenance requirements of new equipment and to. effectively

1 : operate in the Vietnam environment., Fending approval of divieion KIO3's,
: ' the requested modifications have been accomplished in part through the

porary authorization of excess equipment, when availlable. Although this
' provides a temporary and partial solution to accomplishment of the .
i required changes, :lt does not provide the complets and permanent modi.fi
; cations requirod

Preparation of division MTCE's did not include consideration of
reorganisation of infantry battalions. The six company organization .

the fighting capabilities of the division. A

The mechaniszed flame throwers have been transferred to the 1st Squad-
ron, 4th Cavalry. Very good results of oonbat support have bean recelved
during contact with tho Viet Cong. .

. Division organization is shown at Inelosure 2..
3. Intelligence:

a. Enemy Order of Battle: Enemy unita, reinforcements, looation and
voits in oontnt vith 1st Infantry Division. :

(1) Enemy units in III Corps Tactical Zome include two division head:
eleven infantry regiments, one artillery regiment and 46 batta-'’
: licns, 36 of which are subordinate to regiments. Five othars are heavy -
veapons battalions subordinate to the ertillery regiment. There are alm
40 separate companies and 28 separate platoons. ilinimm troop strength
4s 36,300 of which 26,850 ere cambat troops u\d 9,450 are lupport troops,
Additionslly, there are 17.650 militia.

(2) Imediate reinforosments from I1 CfZ iAclude two mein forcs bat-
talions and one heavy weapons battslion. Reinforocements available in IV
crz&ammm:omnmt (mml)nndrourloml‘om i
battalions.

| o COMFS SENTIAL -~
~‘ | 2 //(7’-/

", -

recomended as a result of the ARCOV Study will significantly onhanbo L

-_— ' '
R ~' .
5 _ o

of the general support artillery battalion, engineer battalion, and main-' .
howitzers and additional engineer equirzent. Submission of revised MIO3's -

reassigiment of excess personnal to requested personnel spaces end-tem- -

>
1]

s




' COUFIDENTIAL o ' ‘
(3) The acospted locatior of the oconfirmed enemy units sve:

5th VC Div : Northewst rdUOC TOUY
21/, Regt Yest Central PHUOC TUY (HAT DICH)
215 Regt Hortheast FHUOC TUY
9th VC viv ) Northeastern War Zone "C"
21 Regt o War Zone *C#
272 Regt oo Western BINH DUONG (LOUG LGUYE)
213 Regt . Southern BINH DUONG (LONG sGUYEN)
101 NVA Regt - ‘estern BINH LOLG -
141 KVA Regt . Northorn Voxr Zone *D"
" 250 MVA Regt ‘ Southern War Zone "D"
70 Ragt S - Northern TAY NINH
1654 Regt Bortheastern BINH UUOKG {HO BO) .
DONG THAP IJ Regt - Yeastern HAU NGHA .
UB0 Artddlevy Regt . Horthern TAY NLii. Lo
435 Arty Bo Northeagtern TAY'NINH. =~ ‘'
237 Arly B’ -+ TAY Nl a
239 irty Ba .. PHUOC WY .
%) Arty Bn_ . BINH DUOHG - o
%3 Arty Bn’ " TAY JIN Lo
FHU LO1 Ba - . Southeastern BINH DUQUG
C320 Bn o Southern TAY NINd )
506 Bn : Southern HAU NGHI4 A :
860 B Southern PilUOC TCY . oo .
2 Independent Bn Central I0sG AR ;

. (4) During the reporting period, 1st lafantry iMvision made contact
vith the 271, 272, and 273 Regiments of the 9th VC Division; elements of
the 1654 Regiment, the 70th Regiment, the US0 Artillery. Reginent and the
PHU 10X and C230 Baitalions. . . .

‘b, The.VC Hain Foros Regiments reversed taeir actions of the previous
quarter in which they avoided large scale contact with U.S. forces by
tagaging in four regimental sise battles with U.8. forces in 3L LO3G '

a8 part of their "donsoan Offensive, Bach engszement rosulted !

in & sound defeat for the VG foroes and inflicted heavy losses of person~ .
el and equipment on his units. Notwithstanding these defests thers are
20 indications that the VC are any less dstermined to seek a viatory or
ﬂutthv\dumtontnk at & time and place of their choice.

6. VG Losses for the quarter include:
"+ 1062 KIA (body sount) N
1302 KIA (probable) . N ' ;
i WeApona
1906 Tons of rice
58 Tons of salt .
d. VO Capadilities:

- {1) attack ARVN posts and U.S. positions in BINX LOUG Provines with
WP 0 four reginents. Priority areas of atteck:

{a) LOOG N1xH
(b) AN'LOC (1nclude CAX Lk Bridge &T 7297)
(o) 1 TaaR ‘ '

TCONFIDENTIAL |
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(@) Qumwzl S
(e) CHON THANH

(2) Attack ARVN posts in PHUOC LONG Province with up to taree
regiments. Priority areas of attack:

(a) TAU O (XT %673)
(b) SROC DOIG (XU 6303)
(c) BAU LONG (XT 7955)

(3) Increase terrorist activity in vicinity 1st Infantry Uivision
base camps and conduct morter and recoilless rifle attacks on ARVii - U.S.
garrisons.

4. Combat Operations:

a. General. The t1st Infantry Division conducted military operations
over a large portion of IIl Corps Tactical Zone to find and destroy Viet
Cong forces anc installations. Operstions varied in sisze from squad
ambughes to multi-battalion search and destroy missions and were charac-
tarized by a rapld response to intelligence.

b. llay. During the month of Hay, the 15t Infantry Livision continued
extensive operations to find and destroy VC forces, inatallotions and
supplies, Operation BIRAINGHA: (Inel 20), initiated on 24 ajril 1966;
continued in close coordination and cooperation with 11l ARVN Corns Torcas
and represented the deepest penetration of friendly forces into Var Zoze C
since 1961, This operation deprived the Viet Cong of numercus lazistical
installations and base camps and unprocedented quantities of su;: lies,
Operation KL PASO 1 (Incl 19) was conducted in res;onse %o & request from
Sth ARVN Diviaion based on inteliigence indicating the posasible presence
of up to four VC reginents in the LOU I (LU 7310) area. Operation
LA 80N 11, wvas initiated Jointly by the 1st Infantry Division and 5th
ARVN Uivision in the vicinity of Pl LOI (4T 8575) vith the mission to
olear, hold, and pecify the area. In the RUNG SAT Speclal Zons, GVN
and Free Uorld Ground Foroes influsnce vas extended over the vinog;
and mangrove svanps as a remilt of the joint participation of 1st Infentxry
Ddvigion, ARVN, and naval authorities in Operation LEXLIGTON I11. A total
of ten separste military oparations (battalion sise or larger) vere oca-
Quoted against Viet Cong forces by the diviasion,

(1) Operstion BIRGNGHAH, s division opersticn of two reinforced
brigedss, continusd through 17 liay. During the course of the operation,

all division units participated with the exoeption of the 1st Battalion,
abth Infantyy vhich wes oyed on Operstion LN SOH 11. ARV partici-
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relative freedon :vulahh t transport supplies within Caumbsdla, the

use of the CAI BAC River and its tributaries as transport routes, and

the fact that B-52 strikes have been offset at lesaat 700 msters frenm the
river. Installaticns uncovered confirmed *hat the area is used for recup-
eration, training, and supply. OOSVH logiucics bases near the Cembodian
Border were hard hit es inicated by the losses emmerated in paregraph
9b, Inclosure 20.

Fron 2 - 7 Hay, the operstion shifted from the Cambodian Dorder to the
plantetion ares southeast of TAY NINH City (XY 3250)., luring this phase
the brigades condysted search snd destroy operations to the south and east
of the plantation, but made no significant contscts with the VC, On 8 May,
Task Force HOLLINGSWORTH, consisting of Hesdquarters 3d Brigade, four U.S.

. infantry battalions, and one ARWN infantry battalion cocmenced a nuin

alrmobile raid against the suspected location of COSVI He

" Bowever, bscauss of lov ceilings and poor viaibility the helilift ot

artillery and artillery anmmition for subsequent LZ preparations vas
delayed. With weather deteriorating to the extent that both swrrrise and
speed vere lost and the lack of assurance that the operation ooul.d be.

supported by air, the opouuoa wvas cancelled,

The final yphese or Operaticn BIR/LIGHA: bognn on 9 lMay with exhasis
shifting to the »ICHELIN Plsntetion - LONG NGUYR! aree, the traditional

_home of the 2724 VC Regiment and the FUU 10l Battelion. Previous intel-

ligence reports had indicated the 271st and 2734 VC Reginents had left

‘War Zone D enroute to Jar Zone C for rest and tralning and oould possibly

be in the MICHELIN Plantation - LONO HIG@YE! area. EBrigade search and
destroy operations around the Flantation, across the LONG NGUYEN ares to

"Boute 13, and along the SAIGON River to the southsast resulted in no sip-

1

osnt enexy contact. lowever, additional VC supplies were found snd
destroyed adding to the tremendous lossas previoualy inflicted on the
enenyy, 4 aignifiosnt discovery was made on 13 - 14 lisy vhen a regimental
ds)oh:uo oazp vas found and c,‘u'.rwod. The opu-ution terninated on

17 .

The xost significant aspact of Operation mmuom vas the dsstrue-
t108 of vast quantities of VC gupplies and facilities including 2,103 tons
00, 130 small arms, 323 tons of salt, 1,240 galloos of cooking oll,
snnm of ootor oil, 13,949 shirts, 8,608 pairs of pants, and 163
and sampans. ' The impact of this oponuonvulhnnllmun
VC ability to shalter, feed anl equip large mmbers of per-
dimmediate effects on his “onsoon Cempaign®. Wﬂu\uﬂ-
al losses, the loss of prestige and ocoutral in an
considered a safs haven is expected to result 1a a & u.n.
stability and influvence in TAY NIKH Provin 1% wes unfor-
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(3) In early ¥ay, a VC Lieutenant wvas kdlled ancut five kilemeters
southeast of LOC NINH District Town. He had in his possessien & plan
for the attack om LOC NINM snd the Special Ferces cemp. This event marked
the bezinning of the Canpalgn along National Route 13 {Incl 17). In
response to this intelligonce and at the request of ARVN foroes, the 34
Brigade Tesk Force comprised of three infantry battalions end one artile
lery battalion camonced Operation EL PASO 1 (lscl 19) on 19 lay. o
major forces vere contacted, but the rapid denloyment of the brigsde dise
ocoursged a highly probable VG attack in the ares.

(4) Operstion LAM SON II was initiated by headquarters, ist Infantyy
ivision Artillery and 5th ARWN Division on 23 lay 1966. Fluming and
sxecutlon of thia operation, revealed the closest of assiciation and temm
work between U.S. and ARVN Forcea. The PHU 1OI Pacification Task Foros
45 made up of a combined U,3. - ARVN staff. The succsoses of the opera-
tion are the result of the sxtremsly closs wooporstion and ooordination
Detwoen the ARVN, Sector, and U.S. Forces.

This specialized operation conducted in the FHU LOY (XT 8115) area
has as its aim the clearing and securing of tha operational area to be
followved by progressive pacification activities in selected areas.
Techniques used in attaining this gasl inciude saturation patwolling,
village cordon and search, and the utilisation of civil affairs acd
paychologioal warfare temss, interrogators, inter;reters, engineers, and
medical perscansl. The phasing of this operation comsenced with intensive
saturation patrolling followed by the cordon and search of the hanlets.
Inhabitants at this time aro screened by intelligence and npolice person-
nel, are exposed to the CHIEU BOI (Open Arms) program and are processed
through NEDUAP and other personal service teams. Huphasis is then placed
on having tae hamlet develop its oun dsfenses against the Viet Cong. 4s -
this 12 achieved, civio develommental prmjects such as scbool and road
osonstruction are introduced, theroby improving living conditions and
viming haalet support for the Covernment of Vietnam. The FHU 101
Pacification Task Foroe onu.isting of the 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry,
one battery of the 2d Dattslior. 13th Artillery, elmments of the 1st in-
gineer Battalion, elements of the 5th ARVY Divipion, BINH DUGNG Province
and Diutrict Official, National Folice, and ARV recocnsissasocs and
paychological varfare elewvents, condusted its first hamlet operation with
the surrounding of BINH PRU/BINH PHUOC complex (X7 206144) at 260300 i,
1966, Rxtremely encouraging results -ere obtained from the first try,
Initial screeaing ylelded one VG, tuo VC political cadre, seven personnel
with falae ID cardd, 11 ARVN dessrters, and 34 men of draft age vho were
turned over to GVIl custody for further interrocation. The oative
offered to show vhere mines and booky traps vere located. N the
SCounty Fair® (Hemlet Festival) portion of the operetion, (ZUCAP tesms
treated 750 patienta end intelligence persornel screened 521 edults.
Tares thousand lunches wers served and sntertainment vas provided bWy wwo
Vietammese cultural tesms and the 1st Infantry Division 3end. Upon
attainaont of deoirod military and political goals, similer oporations
will be shifted to adjaceat arsas ia the LA SON TaOR. After action repert
for the first hanlet asarch and festival is attached Inclosure 12,

{(5) During May, 83,306 rounds (2,744 tens) of artillery were fired
m.uma:&nimm.uwotomum. Qose air
srties for 1st Infantry Division totaled 967. Alr daliversd
sonsieted of i61.) tons of high explosive, 224(.4 tons of nepals,
60.9 tens of fragrantaticn bombe, 19,5 tens of white phosphores, 425
rodiets, and 1)) senisters of CW.

o Jume, t\he scnth of Nne, foress of the tst Infentry
Divislen sperated in XM W04, LOGO KNANR, FEOOC TEANN, BIRR DUGNG,
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TAY NIRH, BINH mua, and FHUOC LONG Provinces. dght septrato military
operations of battalion sizs or larger continued gud/or uvere initiated
against Viet Cong Forces in the I1I Corps Tactical Zome, 411 resulted

in contact. T

(1) Operation EL PASO II vas initiated on 2 Juno 1966, in QonJ\mc- ‘

tion with 5th ARVN Division and 111 ARVN Corps Forces. Intelligeace
indicated the 9th VC Division had positioned ithree Viot Gong end ore ilorth

Vistranese Army regiments in preparction for attacks ageinst the LG NI -

HON (UAN - IINH THANH - SONG BE aros. Responding to this chnnge in the
intelligence situation and the roquest from the Cormanding Jenoral, 5th
ARVH Division, the Commanding Goneral, 1st Infantry Division orderod one
infantry battolion (24 Battalion, 28th Ipfantry) and ono artillery hatta-
1ion minus (24 Battalion, 32d Ariillewy (-)) to 10C NLW fmmedsnsiy 14th
the mission to perticipats in the cafonse of the Specisl Forces cuap ab
10C NifH. On 4 June, the perimeter at LOC NIl received uvortar fire and
the 1at Battalion, 16th Infantry was thon ordered to LOC 2!11'3 on & Jw:o
to reinforce the Task Foree gt thsi location.

Three significent cnntocta occurrsd with the enery who uade o deter-
nined offort to repel this major intruduction of U.S, Forcus into the area.
Additional reinforcoments wero plapned and the 2d Battalion, 16th Infantry

and A Troo::, 1st Squadron, I.th Cavelry woro ordersd to HOR QUAN on 8 June,
Ths plen culled for Troep 4 to nove up Route 13 end the infontry battalion

to move frem CAR COX by helicopter to LAI KHE initially and then to HON  °

QUAN subsequent to the hossage of the road column through LAX XS, In
this usnnor, the infantry would be in an excellent rosture to react to any
contact made by the rood column. At 1440 hours tie column engeged tho = -
2123 VC lain Force Re ent vhile passing through AP TAU O, an crea botmg
CHOY THANH (XT 766616) or+ HON QUAN (IT 755391). During the four-hour
battle, combined tirepom,. from (.5 tenks cnd AFCs, artillery, and adr
strikes inflicted losaos on the enemy force that included 93 KIA (BC)

end 250 KIA (Prob). The 2d Battaljon, 10th Infantry mwest south from
their location ot HON.QUAN. The divieion deployed thoe 1at Brigede vith

24 Battalion, 16th Infantry and 24 Battalion, 24 Infantry to IJNH THANH.

. Tho second major engagement, .o Battle of LOC NLH Plantotion RIS
(Inel 15), comnenced on 11 June 1966 ot 1010 hours. Elemonts of tas . . »

24 Battolion, 28th Infantry and 01DG Foroes mada contact with a battaldon-

of the 2734 VO Main Foroe Regiment locatod in heavily fortified bunkers.. ™

By 1730 the enemy positions were overyun by the infantry after mossiye

artillery, morter, and air etrikec, VO losaes were 98 XIA (ac) und Lo

150 KIL (Prob), T

The third engagonent oocurrod on 30 Juno when .elenents of th. 18t
Squadron, 4th Cavalry and 24 Battelion, 18th Infontry engaged end desis~
ively defeated the 271st VO Regiment in the vioinity of pouG (XU 7201), -
The Sth ARVN Division and I1X ARWN Corps Forces partioipated by ocoupying
blocking positions bath north and south of the dattle area. In addition
% the organic weapons of the infantry and cavalry unite, zassive artil-
lery and diose alr vas akillfully employed' agadnet the onsxy .
romulting in 270 KIA (BC) md 300 KIA (Prob). Twenty-thres automatic .

wmhmm-ndlmmwmd(lnolu) mnmuvo
of the Battle of SROK DONG, L9 ntmhod Inclosure 164

‘With an hm'mo in the VO threat against the SONG RD Spocinl rorcu
Cazp (YU 1507), 34 Brigade eloveats were airlifted to the area on 20 June.
On 26 June 1565, 18t Battclion, 20th Infantry medo oombact vith un estis |
nuavcmf..non. m.:omcvm(ac) and 21 m(i‘nb) on the ensmy
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CONFIDENTIAL

Based on excellent intelligense, a highly successful one battalion
alrmobile raid wvas conducted on a suspected rice and supply storsge ares
northwest of DAU TiENG (XT 447537) on 21. June. Dluring the raid, 1506
tons of rice and 5400 sheets of tin' were discoversd, From this discovery
and other supply caches and base camps located, it becams svident the ares
contained major VG supply storsge and distribution points., Because of the
large quantity of material discovered a second battelion was airlifted
into the area as reinforcements., The cechss were dsstroyed by ground
troops and by air and chemical attacks.

(2) Operation LAN SON 11, the highly specialized pacification opera-
tion, continued with emphasia on developing local self defense capabilities
and developmental projects. The Joint PHU 10l Pacification Task Force,
consisting primarily of 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry, Sth ARVN vivielon
slements, and BINH DUONG Sector perscnnel, conducted clesaring and satura-
tion operations in designated areas of BINH DUONG Province. Efforts
were devoted to locating and destroying main i'orce and guerrilla units,
thus per: .tting and/or stimilating progressive pacificetion activities
in selected sreas, Offensive operations by the U.S. and ARVN Forces con-
sisted of platoon size ~sarch and clear operations, squad size subush
patrols, andhhanmlet seal operations. During the month, 391 platoon search
and olear operations were conducted with 16,5 percent making contact and
496 ambush patrols were conducted with approximately three percent making
oontact. By the end of the wonth, the effectiveness of operations was
showing a sharp improvemant as a resuit of increoased knowledgs of the

"terrain and the locel enemy, as well as ths gradual refinement of tech~

alques.

Daring June, the Facification Task Force offorts expanded to signifi-
ount proportions, Initial ARVN akepticimm concerning effectiveness of
operations wvas dispelled during the task forcs's first operation, 27 lay,
in the village of BINH CHUAN. Combined ARVN-U.S. planning for the sscond
operation went extreuely well, and the combined task force was given all
the support and forces required.

The second major hamlet aseal and search opsration centered on the
TAN PHUOC KHANH hamlet complex (XP 884163), 1 - 4 June (1nc) 13)., This
operation exemplified the general success of the mearch technique as
evidenced by the returmn to GVl control af a VC security chief, VC hamlet
chief, 118 draft dodgers, 21 dezsrtars, 13 former VC rircle violators, and
89 VC suspects. The core of the VG infrastructure was seversly damaged
if not destroyed by the return %o GVN control aud capture of these person-
nel. & VC raview of the operation eatimatod a 507 loss of their capability
and a two month period required for recuperation. The people generally
coopsrated vhile viaiting the 969 interrogation vana for interview, stating
they vere happy to have Revolutionary Developments Cedre and U.S. soldiers
prestist in the village. For example, one girl indicated where ten VG
m m.

In sddition to the TiN PIRIOC KHANH operation, seven other hamlet seal
operations vers conducted, Total Tesults of all opsrations for June
inoluded edght VC KIA (BO), 33 VCC, 484 VCS broken down as follownt former
VC - 23) individuals on Hlackiist - 31; false IV cards - 8; desarters
(ARVE) - 38; draft dodgers - 179; and vacategorised - 209. In all $nstase
ves of seal und ssarch sotivities, the results have Lasn enovuraging,
asopecdally in the viliages, Here the cooperatica given to the hoga
and Cadre Teams has been Latter then in the hanlets.

The Hanlet Feptival {ounty Yair), vhich novmelly aoccapanies the
hanlet ssarch, has been continiously suocessful. Hilitary and civilian

agenaies vhiok were at first reluctent to participats, bave besn inoreas-
Angly more sotive in the Haslet Festival and rurel oonatrvstion sotivities.
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Conversations with villagers at :‘eutivaln and follow-up ectivities

... indicats an upward tread in their interest ‘in the GVH, Use of ARWN

Payvar Tesms and their vehicles proved imperative for successful face-
to-face communication, However, Vietnamese officers and NCO's {n charge
soen unwilling to use thegs teams to their fullest capability. The
U.S. Poywar officer has continually assisted these toams, accountirg foy
improvements in their techniques. Use of Rural Construgtion Cadre far
internal crowd oontrol during the Hamlet Festival proved advantageous,
Thia asslsted the cadre in establimhing rapport with the porulation and
_ subsequently permitted them to move easily initlate their develorment

. adtivities in thc hamlet.

(3) Operstisn LEANGTON XII (Inel 18) was terminated 9 June 1966,

The tat Sattalion, 18th Infantry operaiion, conduoted jeintly with U.S.
Naval elements and ARVK 1I1 Corps lorces, signifisantly reduced the VC
capability to move fresly throughout the RUNG SAT Specisl Zone. The
-many rivers end canals intuclacing the nearly level marsh were loter-
- dioted through the uss of helicopters and landing craft, theredy denying
the VC the important link in their supply system for traffic betmm

- S8A1CON and VbNG TAU,

(4) Operations ADELAIJE 1 & 1I., These 1st Bripgede orerations were
conducted during the respective pericds 30 iay - 9 June and 31 day
8 June in conjunction vits 5th ARVN Diviefon elements to destroy VG forces
and bases.

During Operation AUELAIDE 1, ssarch ani destroy operations were con-
ducted along Intsrprovinclal Route 16 north of TAN UYaN, Security vas

vided for 1at BEngineer Battslion slements improving Route 16.to cxm

from TAN UYEN to PEUOC VIIH. 1n addition a lemg term project was b
initiated aimed at the complete penetration and reduction of the ONG DONG
Jungle (XTI 9027), This dense srea has treditionally been a VC safe haven
and operating base, The erea is to be defoliated and systematically
sliced into checkerboard squares by tulldosers to provide pionaer rouds
for 1st Infantry Division and ARVN forces to rapidly wove Snto t!u area,
snsircle, and Olmnuh VG forces.

Operation ADSMIDE II vas conduvied in gqoordihation with PHU GIA
Listrict Forces. Search and destroy operations tiere conducted to elinm-
inate major base aress areas and minor supply installations in the area.
Corden and uarehopoutiou wvere oond\m.d mnnd thres hmn chu.hgu
in the area.

(5) Artillery unite fired 69,081 mm in lnpport of cpmuom
during June, (ose sir support sorties totaled 1,151 and expended the *
folloving ordnance: 493.5 tons of high nploniv-; 1.8 tons of naraln;
95.9 tona of fregoentation; 180 uniatq'a.ot CEU; and 112 pods of yooketa.

4. Jly. During the wonth of July, tho 18t Intantry dludgnm oyed.’

forons on four major operstions in BINH LONG, 10MQ THANH, snd

Previnces. ALl major operations resulted in oontadt with Viet Cong W
Mmmumwuuummuvcmrommuw

instanoe the enesy vas scundly Gsfosted,

mm-mwmu Wahtﬂn«umumﬂuv&msm
AEWN Diviston forces. This large scals cperation ooniinued %0 have excel-

1t resuits as inforsation p&udtmhmuuotwmumm.

sxploited, This in hnucmc revealdd that the WO operating
ia the area bad dowm ﬁmmumummﬂu »8. and m:orm
opereting along Matictal Boute 13,
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The first significant engagement oocurred on 1 - 2 July betveen- the
24 Battalion, 13th Infuatry end elements of the 273d VC Reginent (Incl 16),
Subsequent to the Battle of SROK DONG on 30 June in which the 271st VC
Regiment was decisively defeated, the 24 Dattalion, 16th Infantry ues
helilifted to positions west of the battle area, approxinately three kilo-
; meters from the Cambodian Border (XU 591024). This area was selected to
; ssal escape routes the 271st Rogiment might use and to interdict infil-
tration routes coming into Vietnan from Canbodia. Shortly after the air- é
1ift at 1600 hours, 1 July, Company A made contact with an unknam size
» . VG force approximataly 1400 neters south of the battalion CF and C Company
location, Contact continusd and bocams more intensive and A lormpany was
reinforced by C Company and the Recon Flatoon by 1800 hours. Juring the
! early evening, all of these units received mortar and automatic weapons
. ‘ fire. Contact vas broken at 2020 hours but resumed at 0545 hours on 2
‘ July., Five assaults wore made egainst the porimoter by the VI before
contact wus finally broken at 0900 hours. Artillary and figihver bomber
strikes, Lrought in under a 200 foot ceiling, essisted in repulsing ihe
asaaults, During the battle, the 3d Battalion, 273d VC Regiuent suffered
the loas of 79 KIA (BC). Three additional battelions vers cormitted, -
but only minor contact wvas made. All forces wers withdrawun from opera-
tional areas on 4 July for rest, resupply, and maintenance.

Based on two previous succeseful armor operations, the 1st Brigade
positioned forces on 8 July in preparation for a ROAD FUHNZR reconnais-
sance in force from HON rDAN to ifIiH TEANH. An edditional infantry bate
talion vas infiltrated 1o rNH THANH and another to a position approxd-
mately eight kilometers southwest of HOi (UAN. Tvrm forward artillery
‘ bases were eustablished south of #ON CUAN. The btrigade plan includad an ]
b overlay designating all landing zones that could rossibly be used for the ~ ‘

‘ : reaction forces to be helilifted into tho battle area once contact was s
xnode and the disposition of VC forces or the withdraval routes were know:.
In sddition to tha infantry bastelion and helicopters pregositioned south-
: west of BUll (UAN, an infentry battalion was stending by at the (UAN LOX
i airfield for comritment. The two battalions at lINU TdANH were positioned
, primarily to the oast api northeast of the rubber plantation to permit a i
! rapid reaction if needed. Artillery and airstrikes were jlaxned along the
' routs of march. A decsption plan wvas roleased that indicated a troop (-)
\ would be making the reconnaissance, but the actual colurm conaisted of

Troops B and C, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry wvAt: one attached rifle company.
. On 9 July, in the vicinity XT 6774, the column receivod heavy fire froa
i nortars, sutonatic weupons, and recoilloesrifles., Ths twd battalions at -
HINH THANH moved immediatoly by foot to strike the VG from the south
(rear). Two battaliors wvere moved bty helioopter to the northeast snd
north. Une battalinn sttacited aouth vhile the seoond blocked withdrawal
routes to the nortiiest. The major countact was troken after one hour 1

and 45 minutcs and only omall akiruishes cocurred as the VU infiltrated
scrons the SAIGON River. The 2723 VG Regiment'a losses for the battle
included 238 XIi (BC) and 300 K1A (Probd). L

1; Because of the defests suffered bty the VO, the pressure vas relieved
' on the LOC NINH - ,ONH THANH - HON QUAH area. . The 1st and 34 Brircdes
mmmumm'uwmaauqdum. The. 24 Bri-
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Offansive operations by the U.S. and Sth ARVN Division forces ocon-

sisted of platoon nise search and clear operations, squad s{ze spbush

petrols, and hamlst seal operations, During-July, 127 platooh sea¥ch
and alear operations were conducted, ten percent of whjch made tontast -
vith the VO, Six percent of the 257 ambush patiols nade oontact. 'Bffeg-

‘tiveness increased as personnel became more. fanfliar with tervain end:the

locsl enemy and tochniques were refined. . U .7 o, Rl i

Task force hanlet seal cperations oontinued with emphasis op Rewal- -
utionary Development. Bxcellent cooperation was given by all parties
during coabined ARVN - U.S. planning. The hanlet seal operation econ-
ducted in PHU CHANH (XT 858234), 13 July, exsmplifisd the continuing
goneral success of operational techniques. A VC oell member, four guere
rillas, 20 draft dodgers, and four deserters wers captured. 4n arms .- .
cache vas uncovered that contained 11 lauser rifles, two U.3. shotgune,
one Thompson submachinegun, and ssversl thousand rounds of sssorted small

v B e .
Wy

_ arms smaumition, The people were cooperative and voluntesred the names

-of 14 VC guerrillas. Total results of all operations for the month in-
cluded four confirmed VC.X14; 17 oonfirmed VG captured; 21 false 12 navdsy
25-deserters; 147 draft evaders; snd 46 uncategorized suspects, .- . i ;..

"(3) The 1st Brigade inttiated Operation CEDAR RAFIDS I at 07

17 July. Tvo battalions conduocted search and destroy bp‘onﬁdhﬁ“;?g s ":

sdjscent to Interprovincial Route 16 in conjunction with rabupfly’ ]

between DI AN and PHUOC VINH. All comvoys were conductad withaut.ipdgdent
and contact with 40s vas limited to skirmishes with mull. growps:qf VG, »%;
end mines and booky traps. On 23 July the plan to reduce .the YO safe~ "
haven in th; Oll(.}nd nogc.s Jungl;c v;:r::.mdb.;. The 1st Brigade~pitasked to .-
isclate, seise stroy cazps, .and foryified: fions

in the vestern sector of the ONG DONG Jungle. Thres vk ’d%ﬁ'.m: 2
1/16 Inf, 1/26 Inf) attacked south while the fourth (2/2 Inf deteched from
LAl SON I1) blocksd on the west. Contaot with VC forces was limited to

bombe sgainst trenches, foxholes, bunkers, and tupnels. Operation CEDAR'
RAPIDS I1 terninated at 1300 houre 2t Judy. . . a B

(4) Operation SPRINGFIELD IT vaa inttixted by 34 Brigads to explodt |

intelligence of VO activity within the TAOR. . A rallier gave information -

o 20J 19“N¢wnhdnhuengmmatmuw

the northeastern seotion of the ,d Brigade TAOR, Kead out Yy imagery
intarpreters also indioated the posaible exietence of thess faoilities
and & trall metwcrk, Two long range recconsissance patrols operating ia
the sres oa 2 -~ 24 ‘July confirmed the presence 3f two battalion sise VO
vaits and two large base osape, Both patrels were dlscovered and bad to
Do extracted. On 27 s the 34 Brigais initiated Operation SPAINGFIZLD
11 by clearing Hatiocnal 1) from LAY KHE to AP BAU BANG vith %o
battations and establishing ep artillery bass at BAU BiNG, Following.twe -
B-52 strikes oo 28 Jly, one battalion moved inte hlocking positions
mummmmmmoumugwmoﬁmnm
Namerous Yese ocmmps, faortifications, and oachdy were o

mwi&-‘mSmm the repid d'ﬁ“o.h‘fn-
try battalicn, Opereticn !unm“?x' ocontisied m
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(5) There were 79,492 rounds (2,868.5 tons; of artillery fired and
},731 fighter bomber sort.es flown ir support of the division during

5. '&aining: The status of iraining in the division is excellent.

. Sinoe the key to success in the type of combat experienced in the coun-
. terinsurgency enviornment is the proper .use of squad end platoon size

slemsnts, intensificd oombat training prograns were conducted by squads
and platoons rotating to base canmps from operational aresa, Jdsphasis wes
placed on squad and platoon battle drills, designed to correct mistakes

" observed during operations and integrate replacements ints effective

fighting teams. The tralning program includes defensive fires, ertillery
sdjustiient, patrolling and amall unit fire and movement. Tae effectivences
of units improved with the initiation of live fire and quick fire reaction
courses. Combat training was conducted with exphasic on the OVERUATCH

. prineijle of fire and movenent (Incl 6).

Because of the large number of replacsnents received in the 1onths of

. June and July, emphasis has been rlaced on indoctrinetion and training of
. these personnel prior to participation in comdat operations. Training in
primary t0S duties is being accorplished on the job. To insure that each

individual replacement receives a wmini-am of 40 hours of instruction prigp,
to participation in combat operaticns, 1st Infantry Division Training |
Circular Number 20-6 was published 19 July 1566 (Incl 8). This training’
is required for all replacenents since all units imst be capable of partio-
ipating in tactical operations or base camp defense. Training in airoobile
sasault techniques oontinues to insure smoother execution. iiany of the _"’
problems involving airlift have been resolved through habitual ulochﬂ'qg‘
betwesn maneuver elsments and airmobile coupenies. T

The 1at Infantry Division robile Training Team to the Philippines
Civic Action Group (PHILCAG) cormpleted the final details of their training
ﬁgﬂn in preperation for departure to Fort ilagsaysay in early August.

toan, consisting of two officers and thrae HCO's, will oconduct tha '
tactical training and corplements the engineer and medical teans that will
acsoonpeny the 1st Infantry Division tean to the Fhilippine Islands. While
operating in-country under the ocontrsl of the Joint U.S, 1dlitary idvisory
Group, the team wvill provids: an accelerated orisatation in general sub-
Jocte for PHILCAG non-combatants; and an inteasive training program for
the FIILCAG security battalions. The latter group will receive instruo-

_tdon on defensive and counterguerrilla tactics, application of the older

fanlly of weapons to the counterinsurgency in South Vietnsm, .i-16 Rifle,
and corrmmnist weapons end metarisl indentification and employment. The

training progran in-country is axpected to require a minimn of 30 days
for completion.

Training continues througbout the diviaion t> cops with the nrobles
of VG tunnel axploitation, deotruction, and denial. The ULivision Cherdeal
Offiocer, with attached chexical units, is presently construoting a tunnel
systen to be used in conjunotion with the tumne) operations training
prograa. '

The 35th Infantry Ilatoon (Scout Jog) has been conduoting a training
prograx since its attachuent to the division on 16 June 1966. Ths pla-
toon derloyed from OOIUS prior to cospletion of their training oyole. and
bave bean conpleting this training in-country. 1n addition to ths frogrem
for untrained dogs, vefresher training is being conducted for the older
dogs and handlere. Flans ave being usde to ccordinate fu training at

the ARTX Soout Dog Training Osnter sinoe the facilities there are more
adequate. v ' .
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6, Paychological Operations and Civie Aotions ‘The intensified use of
Pry0p during the reporting period has jroven to be of great valus in

. supporting combat operations. The Division Civie’ Action Program ocon~

. tinues to grow end is constantly supporting the 1966 :JLCAP-in close
ooordination with district and yrovinos officials.

(% 1‘::6!»10310&1 Operatdons,

(1) The 1st Infantry Division installed and cormenced operatisg a
'1250W Nultilith press on 21 June 1966. The availability of this press
has proven to be an ssset to the Divieion FayOp Frogresi. Situations have
developed where imsediate reaction, in the fora of e leaflet, Laa civen
the friendly forces a distinot advantege and had a definite begring on
the effectivensss of the VC poldier. Though the sunport rendersc by sup-
porting FsyOp oompany and JUSPAD 'has been' satiefactory, the resnensivensas
of a division operated preas hns provided the tool with which the G5 can
produce highly effective and timely l'syUp media. The delivery tiqe for a
fast resction leaflet has been as little as six hours. This includes the
development of the text, naking of the -late, jrinting, eutting, boxing
and delivery on target. During the reporting period 21 June to 31 July
1966, the division press has oroduced approximately 3,500,000 leaflets,
+ Attached as Inclosures 9 are samples of soms of the leaflets ~ubliched
ty the division, The utilization of the jress has not restristed the
* ‘necessity for support fron the 2i6th PeyQOp Coupeny and JUSPAO. 1n addi-
tion to leaflets printed by the division, over 30,000,000 were obtained
.Lfrom snother source and delivered by various iwedns, 8.g., C-47, HU=13, U=-10,
 and OH-13 aircraft, Sous Ieaflets were distributed by U.S. military and

ARVN ;ersomnel while participating in operatdons.’

-(2) Tapes and Loudspealiers, The avallability of 1000 watt loud -

" spsaker setd, in each brigade, has provided tho neans of exploiting Chieu k

Hol, captured VC, and ralliora. The Lizwdiate use of intelligencd )
zation gained fron these individuals hes rroven most effective. i -
imgtply 500 flying hours wers spent in support of loudoposker uisulons.
This includes tine provided by the Sth Adr Comando Jquadron's T-47 and
U-10 aireraft. Louds;eaker support'is provided for duriny all operations
vithin ‘the division. In addition to.aircraft, vehicular nd backrack oets

. are utilized. The attaciment of ARVY CA/'sy0p Teans to the divialon Nag

- provided edditional suport partdoularly in'the L4l SON Operational ‘iFes.

b Givie dctim, e L

(1) The fund provided under .'ACV Directive 37-13 has yrovided the
divieion with a readily available source of funds to.assist in the Jivi-
sion Odvio Action Program. The fund vas placed int» operction on 2 July
1966. The procedures in sdninistrating-the fund are relati sirple
and is not & burden on the contro..ing officer. The 200,000 plasters
per month (July only) was eufficient to meet the requiremsnts of the
division. Frojeots that have bensfited {reathe fund are:

(a) Beoovation of THU DUC grad sohoodt .« 44,100 plasters. Assis- °
tance vas provided by the division engineer battalion and looal Vietnamese
partioipated in the construction. . :

(b) Purchase of ethletio suits, mw.u‘m supplies and Hersonal
aﬁm .Tﬂput. 75,000 plasters.  Acpenditures were utilised in the
il SON 11 aren. - e . .

(o) Nevepaper Mpﬁm.twblmm&oﬁo‘&. one yesar sub-
seriptisn a.aoq pias.ern. -
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() 141k progran in two base camps to supplenent local health’
projects, 12,200 plasters. :

(o) Construction of wells in LAl SON II ares, Local Vietnaiese
vers utilized as labors and paid through thia fund 7,000 piasters.

(£) AN LOC Orphanage supported vith 20,000 plasters to refurnish
the building,

(2) MIDCAP: The Division :IZUCAP Progran hes exanded to support the
dependents of the ARVN 5th Division., The !lEDCAY activities conducted im
tonjunction with the LA+t SOX Operation can account far the treataent of
over 27,000 patients of the 59,000 total for the diviaion. The large
dnorease over the previous report is primarily due to the intraduction of
LAl SON II. IEDCAP continues to be conduoted in conjunctisn with all
éivielon operations plus the normal treatment around base caxp areas,

(3). Civie Aotion projects consist of support rendered to orphansges,
refuges camps, Boy Soouts, oonstruotion of wello and latrines, repairs to
existing facilities, churches, schoola, and disnenszaries. Donations to
support orrhanages, leprosarius, churches, hospitals and schools were colr
lacted through Division Chaplain sources, ,2,055.42 and 172,548 ;iasters
vere donated. The division conducted a drive to coatribute funds for the
111 Corp DONG Ui Orphanage, and in excess of ;5,000 was conated.

7. Aviation: The 1st, Aviation Battalion continued to support the
division through planring and conducting aimwobile ojerations, sorial :
resupply, providing seciel ooitiand and oontrol, rroviding aviation susport
of division administrative operations, and condusting nedical evaovetious.
The battalica operates and ocontrols the division's instrw-ented airfieldd
ab PHU 10I. In addition to the normal operatioms support, Division Artile
lery vas sunported with personnel and equipment in the irea Pacification
Operation Li. 80N II, The gmeral surport mission was livited somevhat
in My bty the weather conditions prevalent during the monsoon aeason.
Havigationsl facilities are not available to parmit instrument flight and
oonsequently some micsions were delayed or canscelled,

During the pericd the battalion flew six conbat assaults/ extractions,
Botary wing airereft flev 17,004 sorties and 6,923 oonbat hours, Fixed
ving sireraft flew 1,856 alesions and 748 ooibat howls. 4 total of 13,000
passengers and 460 %ons of carge wes transported during the perdsd,

8. logieticss

0 required mmounts of airlift which wes curtalled in instannes
due W weather conditicns, With the axception of airlift, ro majer
dogistical prodlems were enooun .

b Bgply and Cosbat Ssrviee Bupport dchivities (Inel 7).

o, Oonstruotion. Overall construstion theoughout the division oen-
tinted 10 be at o ninimm dus to the ever Tequiresants for

Rogineer Ooubat Suppors. has dbeun placed on mlm% base
: W‘I Mou‘l:". “tg dafensive ‘ .n‘om ad ‘
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(1) Bortacatad CE % T.D::NT!AL ‘
losation | Paxambace Comleted
DI AN (less air strip) 948
PHUOC VINH _ CO34%
LAT XHE R%
PHU 101 65
BZAR CAT m

() Vertical Construction. ’
DI AN . 625
PHUOC VINE %5 .
LA KB e
FHU 10X 62, .
B2AR CAT 9%

(3) Construction of the airfield at DI aN is 247 complete.
9. Fersoonel and Adzintstrations
&, Persomel:
‘(1) Strength::

{a) There was a marked imrrovement in the divieion strength during
this pericd, Aseighed rtrength as of 31 July wag 1145 of the authorised
strength., This is eh ircrease of 4% over the previous report period,

The pressnt for duty strength compared to suthorized strength is 1073,
This 1s an increase of 6% over the previous pericd. - Casualties, both
battle and non-battle, took their toll. 4s of 1 iy, the division sus-
tained 213 KIA, 1077 Wii, 12 non-battle dead, end 107 non-battle injured,
for a total of 1409 casualties. The total casuslties the division has
susteined numbered 4543 as of 31 July 1966, losses due to rotetion, 278,
adninietrative discharge and reassignuent within Vietnan were 2979 during
the pariod. Division gains during the quarter totaled 3993. ' Tae ocouioand
remaing critiocally short of perscmnel in two enlisted i08'sj 94520 (oock),
and 96020 (interrogator). 4 nunber replacsusnts fron OONUS arrived with
@Qass 3 profile. As a result, thess persounsl cannot be utilised in their
dnfentry 108 £iadd. A replacersnt short £all has developed in the U5, R6,
infantry M08 £ield as a result.

(b) Diviafon strength as of 31 July 1966 sa
w50 e o s
ASGDs 1190 133 16270 1753 -
PoYs 1138 123 15150 18411

(c) GCasualtses (by month)

"1 Hays
W BN R
KlAs 2 0 i 41
ia 13 0 3% M
M ] 1 0 1 - 2
Non<battle dead: 0 1 5 4
Yon-battle injs 1 1y 40 -3
CONFIDENTIAL
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& 3unos ‘
O B R A%
KIAs 3 o0 101 104
571 N3 L5 B
{dasingt o 0 0 0
Non-battle dead: 0 O 2 2
Non-battle injs 0 0 23 2 !
3. Juy
F W &l
XIA: 0 0 66
WIAs 16 5 290 31
ilsaings 0 0 0 0
Non-battla dead: 0 O 4 4
Hon-battle inj:s 2 0 40 42

4. Statistical analysis of battle casualties attached es Incl 10.
(2) Civilian Personnel:

(a) 4n additional 163 positions wers approved by the Industrial
Relations Office, Saigon, for hire. The command now has 906 ;ositions
ostablished and £i11ed 714 of the suthorised 1000 spaces allocated. This
is an increase of 232 positions filled since the previous quarter. Skilled
labor continues to be ashort and 200 spaces were reclassified f£ro skilled
to wnakilled. An edditional 1200 spuces will be requested in the next
quarter t0 neet the noeds of the 21 and 34 Brigades.

() On 1 April 1966 the 1st Infantry Division Temporery Hire Pro-
gren wae axthorised 11,907,000VH for the peried 1 Aurdil 1966 to 30 June
1966, The divigion hired a daily average of 1330 looal nationals du
that perdod. On 1 July 1966 the division'was suthorised 19,136,000,V
the period 1 July ~ 30 September 1966. The dally average of local nation-
als increased to 2600 during the month of . 4t 4o antici;ated that
the division vill operate st the curreat L Lor the next quarter.

b. Disoipline, Lav and Urder:

(1) munmmumuumnmunmummmgm
tor. o stragzlers were spnrehendsd. Mo personnel assigned to the divie
sion uvere ayrehanded as straggiers. There were 91 reported AOLs and
16 seriovs incidents rerorted during the three month pariod.

(2) During the report periocd the Court-iartial rato increased from an
sverage of 42 per month to 52 per month, Discipline rates uithin the
divialon contimie to be exoellent.

(3) The Diviajon 10 handled 156 complaints and requists for assic-
tanoce during the period. This is a marked increess over the rrevisus
perind. Hovever, the majority of tha cases wvere due to adjusteent of
mumumumx.munmu .

o. Developmant and .daintensnce of rioralet

€

(1) The stete of sorsle within the division remains exoellent as &
result of oontinued enrhasis go irpwoving nrﬂoo, and fasilitien.

{2) Pivanos: The 3.2 across the board pay raise vas paid to all new-
bers of the division during the month of July. A montuly. Finanoe Newvs-
Jattep has been initiated to keep menbers of the division cwrrently infurwmed
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'"“(-lL Guaplain: On 20 June 1966, the Reverend Calvin Thiolman
House Chigluin, visited the 1st Infantry Diviston. On 10 July 19&6
Grigade Chapel-was dedicated. mmmmwuum-
duoted 124 religious iu-d.qu nd had a conbined attendance of 34,47

.

E”

(4) Special Services: O\lt-of-ootmuw MR quotas increased from 2714 ’
at the end of the last period to 5872 on 31 July 1966. This was a gain
ot3158°;uo » In-country quotas increased from 1200 to 2720, This is
920 quotas. hJubﬁowwMRmhmimm
frum 12 every 3 days to 25 for every 3 days. -

(5) Red Cross: There vas an increase of 128 1nmtomnmbcof"“*-.ﬂ

services rendered in cowparison to the yrevious period, A total of 2957 T

(6) Avards and Decorations: There were a total of 3235 awards given
for valor and meritorious servioce during this pexriod as followe:

Sitver Star 21
lagion of ilerit 1"
Distinguiched Flying Cross 3
Soldier's liedal 15
Alr ilgdal - V 42
Bronse Star - ¥ 442
Bronge Star - i 425
Army Cormendation lisdal - V 100
Arey Comendation lisdal - 3¥%?

AMr Jdedad ns
Pur\h Heart 645

During the report pariod 84 members of the diviafon vere heaarved Yy
the Vietnanese Governnent. Awerds given are as follows:

National lLegion of Honor 5th Clase 2

Cross of Gallantry vith 8ilver Star 33
(7) Duridds and Oraves Baglotrationt Ouring thie period the Oraves
Rogletration Platoon processe’ and evacuated 17) reains, Hine of them
vers nam-divisicnal.

10. Chenmioal Operutions: ' The Divieion Qwaaical Section developed and
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COrmonnNTIAL
progran throughout the division. Thess jerscmnel are presently oonstruct.

ing a tunnel systenm at DI AN to assist in the training of porsimnel in the
exploitation, danial, and dostruction of tumnel aystens.

The division was issued twelve Chomical ianpuock Personnel Detestore,
in June vith a total of thirty detsctors to be eventually issued tirough-
out the division. A training srea has been sclected in vicinity Caa; Cox,
and a training package has been prepared. Dates have not boen set for the
oourse because troope needed tn secure the area are currently not avail-
able dus to othar operational cormitients, Day and nicht tests of the
detector were conducted by the 266th Chemical Flatoon to determine its
sffectivensss and the requirensnts of the training progra.. .

Six requests were prepared and subnitted 'tor dofoliation missions and
one has been approved as of 31 July 1966, The 206th Chemical Platoon has

aocomalished both herdbicide and inssoticide operations throuzhout the
division forwerd and rear areas.

CONFIDENTIAL -

18 ‘
~ 020 ~/

L o




~/ ‘ -/ . i

‘ RIS or , ' o
: f A U H l._1 \ l}\\}a.. O\’i ‘ . - :
‘ 11 Commanders Observations and Recoumendations. o :
1. Observations (Lersons Learnoed): o ‘ ’ 1

PERSOIMEL . | '

dtam: Replacement pool.

Daonarion: Providing o steady flow ot poroonml to tnits vith out X
holding a reserve at the replacement dotachment hap proved to bs a O
i problen when units ere in contact and sustain large nunbors of gorlouy !

! casualties.

gummz By pooling personnel at the roplace::ent Gotaciment, a realy

_reserve is on hand, giving the necossary flexibility to react and provide
naas replacesenta for units when neeced.

, Roplasementa
Item Replacerent of casysltles. ‘ ‘

Discussion: Replacements have been requestsd for casualties that vere
hospitalised for short periods of tine (2 to 4 days).

i Casualties should be corefully screensd to jreciude

requesting of replacsments for parsonnel wbo vill be returned to duty
vithin 2 or 3 days.

» NPT R I

{ ~

‘ £40000Q . » . N '
' Itagt Resolution of pay problems.

| Uacuaniont Ahny man-hours ere lost and’ tha individual uldh;a are.. ’
L _ mmmimooduthqmrotmodtothemvimnm““t‘iquh;

resolve m connlaints,
thum: Atomhubemdwplopodtopomitthnmluctoeom-
1 : minicate his pay problem and receive an immediate answer without per-
. sonally vieiting the finance office. In adiition Finance Courier Taams
oconduct clinics and provide better service at unit level. :
‘ OFERATIONS

; Ieem: Artﬂlorymddrowaﬁmmhmﬂucmmmmu
; the same area.

s+ Detalled pre~planmning to inoluda the eotoblishnent of saf'e
alr corridors will allov for the continuation of artillery iwerarations
durisg airmobdle operations without risk to friendly a.ra-d’t and rerson-
nel. in effective neans of similtanesus exploynent of arullm/unriku
incorporates the use of fire ooordination lines wit.h artulozw mhyd N
ononosidomduronthoothar . )

Qm;mz Au taotical plans, to maludod u:\lomnt of reaction
. forces, muot provide for uninterrupted simltenscous e« loyaent of artile

- lery and airstrikes. Cease {irs of artillery ahould not be.iuposed -
during airmobile operations or airstrikes mnt in SXtrech diergencies,

FOR QFFICIAL USE ONLY .
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Almeblile Ooarations
itans Adreraft scheduling for atraobile operations.’

Dlacusaiont The mumber of aireraft originally allocated for a given
airnobile operation habitually decreases as the operation progresses
because of rmaintenance problems and/or oombat losses.

Obaarvation: A realistic and ocomprehansive schediule of aircraft alloca-
tions for airmobile operations should be established utdlixing an exper-
dence factor for airecraft attrition.

Artdllery Obuervers
Abaqs Use of oerisl odbservers during heavy conmtact.

2lacuagion: ingagements with Viet Cong forces asseubled in ambush posi-
tions along roads provide exceptionally good targets for artillery. Aerial
observers contribute to the success of thess sngsgeaents in the following
wayst :

1, Provide aerial observation posts vith a rayid reaction time in
reporting ground activity not detectable by personnel on the ground.

2, Provide accurate and tinely obsarved artillery smuport to the
naneuver elexents.

3. Pin-point concentrations of enemy troops during the confusion
of battle.

4+ Observe and report routes of -escape vhen the eneryr broaks
contact,

5. Provide battle field suwrveillance during mopping-up astion.

Obsexrvation: Provision of asrial observers and aircraft for sustained
operations must be included in all tactical plans for mansuver of foroes
or, convoy operations.

licias Hiacinlina
Ztat Reduotion of inner-periuster noise during eneyy activity.

Riscusaion: Gensrators and vehicular noises are distracting to perscnnel .

nnn:incpcﬂntuomnwtmuthwwwtodom.nwm

m." .
1]

¢ Vehicle batteries may be used as s power source for short

periods of tine. Generators abould have s baock-up battery power sourcs

for use in emergencies. .

ap_Beadine
dit ilsp inspected coordinates.
1 Units ococupying unfaalliar terrain, terrain that is ceveld
of prodnent terrain features, or hesvily forested arees have &ifficilty
inspenting their jositions from oaps. ..dsjudgeent of the astual location

threagh ervonecus D) inapecticz sy result in injury to persommel Wy
friely artillery. .
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wm: llap inspected ooordinates should be verified by an atr-
observer vhanever possible. )

_ . Nan Reading
dtamt  Polntc of origin,
Riasuagions FPoints of origin pzbvido a fost neans of locating friendly

forces vithout compromising their positions. They also nrovide an
acourate and simple encoding systenm for pansing target inforagtion.

Ohservations There are ssvornl things that chould be condidered \hen
a point of origin systonm is estoblished:

1, Tho eystem should be published at the highest level nocoasary

to insure ell intarested agencies will have access, It should bho pube
ll.lhost ‘for use both during field oparations end at base. carzs, end -
ehqnpd poriodically to cover cospromise, .

+ 2., Points should orignato &t random 1000 netsr nrid intersections
£ facilitate artillery targeting.

mmmammrutﬁ-mormw« ries
(mu/oolorl) for quick reforence (;ord, Ohovy/ﬂod. Blue) .m

n'gs smauu" ndard 1056k battary packege of airlift.

E‘m’.ﬂm Altmdn'dmckmfor Cli47 d.rlittoflemhwitw
uttary can be uhuinhul (v} tollowox

3/ Tk .
Total Lift (GQ-47) 12

th-;-a z.'o EE—

Oboacyation: Iske artillery units should establish a stondard combat
oonfiguration to' facilitata comutation of airlift roqumunts and rq:id
dnlom:nnt o!‘ units.

Items mued uuomg of m.m.xy batteries.

Wa Tutinl planning rroqwuy roquiroc tailoring of art:ulory
vhen batteries are attached Yo other headquarters. Although this sexves
the purpose of providing the artillery support nscessary to accogpliad -
the partivular ndssion, it also creats a mm n»d for urly phnn.ia.
apd liaison hm unito. . .

[ ——Y nth.uuunotmmo:mmmmmpomu i

orlrrs, the teotical talloring of units based on habitual association s
ddnirable vhen Mmlo. hen it 1a not toumo. adequate time for
p,m.n.undlhhuu mrmnn-mu neocessYy. - -,

\
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vil. g
ill1e iowitzer

dtant Repeated firing of the ill10 8 inch gelf-propelled hovitzer after
the wearon has settled doop]y into the soft ground mv result in danage

to the weapon,

Dlagusalgn: Although tho iN10 has proven its cupability to aperate over
soft teyrain, dansge to weapons has resulted froi: their settling into the
m) vhile firing, As long as the hull bottom rexaing clear of the ground,
the lockout suspension systerm provides. proper supyort. However, contin.
wous firing in soft terrain causes the tracks and spade to aink in the
md wntil the weight of the weapon 1s resting on the iwll rather than the
suspension system with the eventual result of structural damage to the
plece. This is probably the major cause of ruptured fuel unz:s. e noe
the tanks are an integral part of the hull, It fs also probable that
damnage to hydraulic lines, struotural nenbers, and drive ghafts nay be
attributed to "bottoming".

s Firing bettery persomnel muat be continually alert for
evidence of "bottomlng" when firing in soft ground. \hen this condition
is dstacted, the hovitser should be roved and releid iediately.

Usldsqutar Paiage
Itent Helioopter daage caused by radio antennaa.

Diamusainon: Due to extensive use of helicopters in transporting troon
and supplies, a oontinuing hasard oxiots for unknowlsdgeabls individuals
that approsch a heliocoster vhile the blade is turning., Individusls have
deen known to drive vehicles vith refio antennas tos close to the blades,
Temulting in severed antennss, damage rotor blades, snd {1ying debxris
dangerous to bystanders and helicopters, Back pack redios with long
antennas ocoustitute an equal basard.

Qhaaryatisns . Persoanel invioved in operaticns around aircraft rust be
indootrinated on the posndble hasards of rotating blades. Contrel of
vehicular xovemsnt around airfields and landing sones :ust be rigidly

daclal Ariillary Obasrvation
AWagt Adrcraft proximity to exploding projectilos.
Dlamiagions Due to restrioted viaibility during rain shovers, asrial
obeervers vill have to fly closer to the target to observe the btursts.
Consideration must be given in these cases to erratic fuse action and
posoibility of shrapnel travelling greater distances than thes normal
tarsting radius of the projectile.

Ghearvation: Aerial obasrvers must be avare of the posaibility of being
to0 closs to the paint of impact and aivise pllots of the hasards involved.

YG Tactdon
itaq: VG fire disoipline.

‘RArriaaiont During instances where whnmwd. mconw

ha been preceded Ly an observar in 01 aireraft. -‘nnuhnh m
ou . ~trossed at approxioately 30 foot altitud~ - VC 413 fire at
mvum.mwmnnmmm. rouﬁun\mh
FOR CPFICIAL USE ONLY
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Obpervaticns Persomnel must be made aiare of tas fact that VC are well
trained in fire/camoufloge discipline and that negetive sightings do. mot
necessarily indiocats thers are no VO present and mﬁnum nlortmu
st be uinw.md at all times. " "

‘ -, - DAl Eirea '
Itami OVT pnd tine mulﬂ&;‘ fires. o

i . Dizcussion: A great number of uines and-booby traps are cm;.lwod on roads
i _. ab night,. Ourfew rogulnti.ou prohibit civilian travel at nipht.

" .Obgervation: “CVT and tine mzoﬂl‘.lﬁ.ru ovorlikelyareaaﬂm?(:m
suplace mines and booby traps on highways and roads will discowraze this
iractice, . e

.. .

Satyration Fatrdlinz
. dtent Saturation patx-ollin‘, is cffeot:vo.

2iascusgion: Seturation patrolling can eontributo as an sffective neasure
. to ssverqly hinder VC activities in porulated aresws. VC nain firces are
forced to withdraw becauss of the difficulty in pin pointing the friendly
nain force location by infiliration.: Pommlated areas regain & senge of
sscurity achieved frum: the everpresent nef.wrk of patrols about the aroa,
Integration of ARVN forces in the saturation patrol plan instille in the
. people & loyaliy to the GV end sctivates increassd participation of the
; pooplo in ﬂu Pavolutionuv Dwelomt Progran,

‘ : Samuuon patrolling should be a prine: consideration in o b
establishing security in populated areas duimtod for Revoluticnery
Development Programs.

WWE&MNA
t Combined ARVN - 7S. pasification opanum are ucuury nnd workable,

m v?ﬂﬁommﬁoaotﬂap“ﬂohmﬁy&umu 200U
terroria is essmmtial. ' The people must see stabllity and

wupmnwctme\mwmm and fnproving oonditions.

ihen a mutual understanding of the 8 and the charecteristios of ARVM

-

EE

ARVY - US effort have Mcﬂnudthoutmmmhno
~ Teasons for the mmu mﬁmdmu. oW .

er‘ 1msm‘ oo ¥ onecatin g m“u:hm: u&m -m?
opera o '
Mu of the sodn Muz‘n!:ud vﬁnmu noponuon
pationoe muat bc present, ,‘ :

- ,

N # R
%m-mmummuwnmmmm
o

i

mmt &mo-b-mo d&u-inuon of mmh litaraiure Jas
mmmm«-m:‘:mm-;w. e,

sseming requires saturw WM sffectiva, . a prestios
Mhnmumum\oadumrﬂhm- ’u.-m
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dissemination elininates waste and guerantees adequate porulation
ocoverage, especially when the activity is supported by a loudspesker,

OGhaarvation: Avoid eerisl diuomimuon of propaganda litersturs in
semi-gecure areas vhenever posgible. When sscurity conditions pernit,
an atter;t should be made to distribute 1iterature by house-to=houss
mmo, supported by loudspeakers. ' Thig method nnm the vﬂ.hau-l

to beoons ascustomed to US pnumu.

Iiem: Introduction of Revolutionary Development Cadre at hamlet festivale.

t The Revolutionary Development Cadre members can bo used during
hanlet festival activities es guides in establishing and mainteining crowd
sontrol, This has proved to be a very effective tochnique since the cadre
are trained to work with people and do an excellent job in providing arowd
control and genersl assistance. This is one of the best methods to indro-
duce the cadre into the pacification prograa, Introduction in this manner

ombumaumtmdmli@m;mwphhmtutotthwﬁ.-
tence.,

t Crowd contwol at ‘hmlot t‘eativalu is epsantial and Revolu-
tionary Dovelopment Cadre are best utilized for this jurposs. This will
not only take advantege of their tralning, but is an excellent introdus--
tion of the toans into the program. -

. Ay Aviation
It Flight following.

Ramasisn: Die to the maber of drg.'n‘mum tn ceubat operatices
: sdninistrative flights, a systen of flight follo a required.

m-mum-ur;torthoufmetw velling in

oongeated areas, and through areas in which artillery is findng, repid
search and rezcus of downed airacraft, and redirection or recall

:lmnumn-mumtm«uwmwmnma
&y )

Ghasrvationt Aviation bettalion opu-ntim centers ahould improve £1ight .
- following techniques and procedures for orgonic aireraft opersting within
the TAOR, The battalion should be sugmented vith air traffic contiol -
Mmmummommmmummw&'

dten: VO eolleoting pointe. ‘ . |
Dacuaaiont mmmmmuﬂwmwunumwu
vith a trigade CP, or wnits will be operating under diviaien control.

%Lmtmu.mmmewommuwwm

Ohasrvations VCcouumn‘po Mldhnllouﬂmm”m

headquarters are operating in close proximity to each.other, This will not

ouyoeoandnonmﬂvterm tat vill fasdlite \cmeou:uuc
interrogation wd disemmination uhncnu . . M
S . « RN J
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TRATHING _

mmmm '

'Itemt Iafantry and armored cavalry should be trelned in atlley . o
cdjumnt mooduru. . . :

1 During contact uit.h anav forces, nrtmu'y grm.nd observers ‘ i [
ﬁthinflntrymdamroduvnlrymuwinbokﬂlodorwmdod : : i P
require evacuation, ‘j K

wm: Infnntry lnd arnored cnvnlry platoon and squad 1oe:1an chould b
be thoroughly trained in observer procedures to talts over in the abuence of . R
an observer fron the supporting artillery unit. '

INTELLIGRNCE
Im: .\‘-tr‘ctivmu of mobile ntemgnuon teans,

Mm&, The use of mobile mtoq-ogttion touns dxu-inc seal and soarch ' P
operations has caused the 'indigenous population to volunteer aignificant ' I
{nformation concerning VC.activity in the area, Once the seal and soarch ; v

of the village 1a complete, mobile interrogeticn teams should 're-snter = !
the area in an effort to: gain voluntary information fron civilians, i :
During thege interviews, IPY teams should attempt the firat phase of the : i
recruitaent of informers. 1t has been effective to reward all persons : !
entering the van on & voluntery basis an approgriate gift, If. significant. ' S
infornaticn can be confiried,the ;.u-son 19 revitded substantialiy. :

s lobile interiSgation tedns should'be utilized to gain infore P
mation from sympathetic civilians. They should be interviewed rather then ; ) §
interrogated. - The teans; should be cambined Viotnamese and US and taa, - i o
nmbuotumlhoulﬂbotulohdtathompulauonﬁgunu._ T : | ’.i*‘

\ “‘ > L L . . o K N . ! o
It Hational Police scresning 1s effective in pop«nuuon eqntrol. i [

Dlacussiont Detailed.screening of all draft. uge men can contrihzu o
greatly to the population control of a particular hm:2gt or village. L
Not only does effective sgreening filter out those men ‘avoiding the ' o
draft, but the National Folios are sucvessful in errebending duortou,_ . P
bolders of fulse ID cards, ond VC-suspects indicatod on the "blackIist®. ’ i
hohﬁml?onamdnauotomtmiruq.m«ontulom '
poralation, after which, plans oqnboudn for the introdustion of -per-
naneat pilice forcea in the hamlet for mmdumwmdpopuh-
tdon snd resources control. ' T

Shascyaldon' Detadled screening of all mm wales by the Matibnal : N

em“mu.wmmmu vhen plunaing for s hanlet seal : . D
and search operation. el A : v bt
3] .
: %6 Dgtdsa | , | . 5
L - < TV T VT A Do ! .
5 Itam: - VO use route of attack as inftial route of vithdravel. . , ]

e Bamasico: Sererdd Y0 ouptives bave stated durtag interrogaiice ¢ mat : :
o , the .initdal routs of wvithdrawal from ep ouoeuv-mtcrﬂmh !
S hmmtmudum\omcm " This mekes it easxd q -
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. the soldier to find his way baock to assembly areas. Ir three reginental
else attacks agalnst division convoys the VC never attacked through the
colwmn. Tholr withdrawal was-alvays in the direction fron whick they
‘ttack’do A . “ ‘ . ‘

_Obasrvation: “hen VC routes of attack are kmown, they should be covered
with blocking artillery fire or airstrikes vhen it appears the VC are
attespting to break contact and withdraw,

XG Sirencil _
Iiam: VC have shown ability to recuperate rapidly after heavy losses.

dacusgion: On 8 June two battalions of the 272d VC i.ain Force Regi-
ment were badly mauled when they attacked & US colunn on National Ioute
13 ond lost sn estimated 340 personnel, On 9 July, the same reginuent
attacked another coliun with three battalions, Captives from this battle
stated up to 800 NVA replacements had joined the regiunent on 7 July. On
30 July & returnes from the 2718t VC liain Force Regiment stated his regi-
‘ment had 1ost approximately 570 men on 30 Juns when it attacked a US
oolumn of Route 13, ALl NVA replacoments were trained coldioera and gave
tho VC regiments the capability to regain coubat effectivencss in short
order.

¢ DInexy units that are badly dufestod cammot be considered
deletad from eneyy order of battls. The VC have the capability to repnlace
battle losses with trained persomnel quickly ond because a vnit ig defeated
in one battle it should not be elimingted as a threat. The intslligence
effort should ocontinue to determine its location.

- Intacrated Intalligence

Item: An integrated intelligence effort will result in.a clesrer pioture
of the enemy situation, ) .

Discusaiont Many sources of information are available to .intellizence
gathering agancies. Some of theso sourcss are ralliers, aarial photoe
ooty and imagery interpretation, airborne sensory dovices (infra red
and side looking sirborne redar), long range reccnnsissance patrols, and
captured YC and doouments, ' .

! Al efforts at gathering intelligence must be integrated
to forn the oomplets enexy situation if the ensmy is to be located and’ .
destroysd.

86=292 dntenna
lim: Reveticg the R-252 wtemna, .
t Heavy vegetation and danpness in Vietnan decrsasea the

affectiveness of the ground weve in & comounications vhich in twrn
decresses renge.

m%m; To. overcome this difficulty, and to get ths naximm use of
tho RC-292 antenna, it can bs alevated higher than the mast sections pro-
vided for in the issued kit. This oan be dons by oné each Lit sast
AB 235/0 vith stokes GP-2 (T5: 607-27) whdch will ‘#h sntenna hedght
of 60 foot (24 foet hagher' then metims height of the oguventional RC-292).
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- This additiodal beight inoreases’ tﬁoi rmgo aof the VRC-12 series rudics

'frou 30 niles to appraxinately 50*hites:’ Th‘ro i 1ittle variation of
rudlbiuty or nund. ntrcnkt.h Gm‘ihq :dvoru \hather eonditionn.

Y ' st

" et m/mo-zs transdtiing. wnmuoa. e

Daguasions Difficulides has bogn experienced wbﬂo"tnnmttiu in huvy
Juuh, npooidly rubb’r plmuuono, vhile mn-ms tho nbort vhip

1 When difficulty imtrensnitting vith the mup artenna exiets,

the long antenna should be tried, If this does not clear up the problen,
an airborne rahy station should be aata.blilhed. RPN D O

Itemt Retranomit R/ll a0d audio oomecbora ore. muntiblo to moiaeun

Wl During the reiny ssason - in Viet.nu. moiaiux‘o collootu in the
o edrmectors on -the face of the radfe- ut,‘ vhicH ‘cduses t!u m to
mmticdly koy whqn in operation.” ™ —
s [T

W; Use of cainvas covers’ il help. pravent zaisture froa getting
‘on the face of radio sets. The AMI/FREL25 is'provided with rubbor endio
oconnegtor caps ‘secured to the set by a nylen eo;-d These sawe capa aldo
it the RT~524. Proca\xtiona should be talont tb secure the eap\bo tho set
fo pwovont lou. NP

m Butiti», M—91, cat be utilizsed a8 'S pwor supp‘.w tor

12 serdes. rulios. : . e

Sy

During short duration ..n.cticgl oporations vhere radios are

mounted in~vob.tolca, 1% 1¢ practlcal ‘to rencte radios into the tents.

mliamtaouhonnpontiohsmtoboqotupinompworormd
periods of time, . Hxtended idling of engines to Leep batteries charged .
mmmutombonup. If the engin ;unot.uudb the
battaries, a sepirate generutor for noh.huo 1n operation will have to
..'be used. Thia chorhm battery life and ceuses excess vear on generators.
Munc of redios alsc ties dovn e vehicle that pauld bo used. for other

W'mnmmmo.m.mmm
athttaintormumu. . }’ S

%:mﬂa Mes oan ba, rmnd(‘matho vehicles andnhcod in a tent,
pover. “oonsists of -tvo 50 Amp, 12 volt battaries (in series)
vhich are by;\ShM-%ucﬂﬁcr,podeaisznéo
qﬂoskvpmw..Thoncﬂmm capsbllity of a constant
ocontrol of ‘isperage output, mmmmuemmmuu
m\muaumiummm.. |

Y mmmawcgmmﬁm-smmm:mm _
ma mwumm.mmunmm acalidned um

A:mu%mtumthWOmumo{mth,.

_mﬁ&mWhM’dﬁth

- 1\ +
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%&hﬂ The most assured vay to reduce the teumerature within the
A/ 9 is through the use of alr conditioners. The following expedient
methodes are recormended for use in the absence of air conditioners:

1. Keep exhaist fans in contimwus operations, keeping the air path

2. Leave the shelter door open for circulation of air.

3. Pull equipment mts nlighﬂ.y from recesses to allov the
beat to esoepe.

4. Paint the top of all shelters whits to reflect the heat from the
Sandbagging the entire structure will give soms relief from the sun
qnd aleso rrotection from enemy fire.

Bane Camc Comupicatdons

Item: The AN/AMTC-3 and the ANAITC-1 is insdoquate for division main base
mp commmications.

mma As the division becaue more firnly established, and base
canp facilities bogan to expand, it becsme evident that cn A1ATC-I
switchboard at Support Coumand and an ANATC-1 at division liain would be
totally inadequate to handle either the intornal base camp compindcations
or the growing demand for trunking facilities. Because of this evar
expanding requirement and the largs nunber of cells being -leced, it vas
necessary to inatall e second AN/TC-1, Three AN/TC-1 suitchboards are
. now in use in the Divieion ifain Basse Camp, one for Jivision liain locals,
one for Support Cormand locals and one for all trunldng facilities. Tale
last change over took place in 5 June 1566. Each of the three switche
boards has trunk linea inurooanoeting it vith the remaining tuo sdtche
boards in the baae camp

Ohaervation: Even though all of the telephone requirenente of the division,
mhmnnuutthowomtﬁummthummmn
world be definitely sdvan to replace the thres existing ANAITO-1
svitebbosrds vith one AN « Thie change is necessary for two reascns,

bilities ad opersting efficiency while at the amme tine greatly redusing
the number of parsotnel needed to opsrate the board. . u’<

- Yire Cormndcaticn
Jtam Utdlising s virehaad to allow a "Clesn Patoh® state in the patch

1 The 121st Battalion has developed wirehesds to be
utilived in oconjunotion ththopcwapmlhnohhuwd

e MMMMQMMNMO
mmnhno-pm tions wheare temporery tastical end permanent

The virehead at Jivision ilain vas bullt inside & standard Consx
oontainer. mummmuwummmmxm.
Junetion boxes J-1077 and JB-2317 vers installed to terminate 35 pair

Tl
i
£
!
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Frenu Frane

S _The wineiplo advantage' of the virehcud is that {t takes ndvanug. of
‘the “normal through" characteriatic of the patch ranel, The restiting
clean patch feature reduces conaiderchle congestion in the limited space
ivailable within the SB-611 patch panel: ls a result, the fa111bd14ty- of
the patch cords due to , heat, dirt and moisture is elininated.
Add;ﬁamuy, most of the pntchu in bage cemp sipmcl center are of a
pernpnent nature, The only exception to the. Yolear yateh”-oocurs vhen: .
‘tecporery tactical cirouits are established to forward aress by patohing
28 nevessary in the patch panel. Fermanent circuits which are interrupted,
pre<mpted or re-routed as & result of cirouit dutage or installation of

- temporary tactioal circuits, are guickly restorsd by pulling the pateh .
cord and reverting back to the ndrmal’ eluthorioﬁuotthpmh
panel and the original pcteh twnd 1n thc u:lrohud

The wirelwad necessitates additional eircuit records. Tagged or
colar 0ded Jumper vire is & nagessity with the virebesd. .. .

'Nﬂ*ﬂl‘ In pmin‘c_nﬁ or sei-permanent 'aiaul center, the ndun-

tages of a virehead outweigh' the disidvantages. 1ln effect, 'persent

::..;“"m' 0. Otronih Sutares or & Temdt of pah oord failure ape. thaee
aasa pa’ ure

tohe hiho toh penel. M:uw::mmu umw

patahes re on

dpiﬂmﬂ:c:.unamotmmu .

o J I = " " + .
Itams Bquipmsut Stielters 8-144 are strudturally uwnscund for airlift.
Risguagiont The 121st Signal Battaliod his experienced an increasing .

requiremsat to de highly nobile and flexible comsmmicati luppm
e tafaatey bet padee T o oo d adtien experienced in RigbAY

{

novesent, are normally to_end aress of operations,
NMJ@MN\.QQ'MWWQ:H As & remult of
i 8 St s g et o By
AN/30-69 shalters have bein drorped from albiudes of 250 feed end 2000
foet wbile. oarrisd by Gia? Chihooks. On'at least two other S-344
Shslters, the _ Mh&hﬁ olostly and have besn
found %0 be pulling “from \bp Lrage of the uhalter.

A" safely shendards require o mdnisim of six feet of nylon $rep
oa ok log of 1064 aling sets. ‘%vg‘m:omﬁmu
rotery vinged airorafy are heliqved 46 be the csuss for lifting paled
fallures. hmmmwmmww
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the shalter on and off vehi:les. UIxsmination of lifting points after sn
whu mm&mm@wnmi.mtm.mcwm
oarry the -wuod to the upper shalter corners during 1iTt-off,
nrying d: ts in lcvel flight, snd rotary winged vibrations.

w: In on'sr to support an infantry division under ocurrent .

ooncepts of tactical deployment in the Republic of Vietnam, sipnal equip- '

mant zush be aly trensportable, Signal shelters (2 ton .truck vu-uty)
mmmwmm.nummammpmw !

atrnft., If the 8-144 shelters are to be used in this numer, reinforce- .

oent of the shelter and lifting pointsd is necessary. in alteructe solu- i

. tion $& 40 discontinue 1ifting the shelter ard s;eove the equijment for

installatdon in other suitable shelters. This sclution has been adopted

in this wili. (me etack (redioc and carrier equipment) has been removed

end mounted Su a 374 ton trailer. This presents a packege similar to the

mmﬁMtn 2allo Balay Terminal. The trailer mounted package can be

hﬁmal‘.\v inte CH~47 Ghinooks,

Semera Rxoguze g
33a0t MNeed for osmaras vith vater-proof housings, '
t The 703 csnerss for still photography utiliaed Yy the division '

engaged in ground operation’s against o hostile force.
Mﬁ There 1 available & relatively ineensive, extremely '
Mo .

mohundoudunuﬁu-motm. Tres
by Wikkos) have been requisitioned (over suthorived

CIVIL AFPAIRS/PSYOPS

E

Aiamt Preparing end planning CA projects in pesified areas.

%t mm\morwmammnumm
aont projects. Prior % initiating end cospleting a prolest, comw
dination mist Lo effected Kt M -seutor offieials wod thelr vlmo
Coordination \on foforus shase offd !als of swojects being daveloped in thedr
ot @ vill preciude amy dupligation of effort.

aningless, 50 Batber hov ixposing or important it may be, uniess the
villagers assdciate themselves vith

Iiam' Use of a ;ultilith press st diviston lewel.

s hmsmmvo:.munﬁpnuumnmam
m&oﬁ\d\llwv prodnes highly affentive
d\hﬂ:l’qﬁp Imediste sxploiteticn of coabet situations
gives UB forcse a dafinite advantage in the Feylp ares.
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Ghraryation: The avalladility of the press at division level imcrsases’

the oapobility of the division to employ printed PeyOps medis repidly.
time frem initiation of rvequest, for & leaflet bas baen rodncod L0

2 or 3 daye to genarally 12 to 2, hours.. _ .

MEDICAL
Hsldcontes Bvacuation

Jient Army air snbulances aquipped with "Forest Fenetrators® md
'Mhn Litt..r"

?

t In many instances wounded personcel mnet be ovacuanted from
landing zonea where olearancs is leas than the minlmum required for Army
alr ambulances. 1n theas irstances Alr Force hellcopters aquipped with
the "Foraat Penetrator” capablility have been called.

Army air embulances equipped with the modified "Forest
Ponotrator" ard "Stokes Litter" would decrsase the time lag that now exists
between requast for evacuation and determination that Adr Foros assistence
will be requirved. . o

YelAgopter Bvaguation
dtamr Standby "Oust OLL" elr smbulances.

k]

Discusglont s operations hava peneirated desper into northern provinces,
the flying distance fyor forward areas to medical facilitdes has in-
oreased. This requires move time for "Dust Off" sircraft to make the
oirouit {rom their base and back to the modicel facllity.

$  "Duat Off" aircraft have been contrally locsted in or nesr
the area of operations, This bud reduced the distance of the first leg
and gets the cacualty to the nadical faeility much sooper.

Sunerficlal Hounda :
Atemt Superficial cuta and wounds should be given ‘mmediate treatment.

Disougaion: Superficial oute and wounds are being neglected, especially
those associated vith bampoo, Wounds of this type ofton lead to boils
and skin infections which raquire treatmsnt with entibiatics.

Observation: Peraonnel must be wads avare of the soriousness involved
in neglecting these type wounds end that immediate first ald messures
mst be taken vhen persannel receive a cut or wound,

CHRICAL
Zuanel Sugpart
Jtems Chenical Section Twmnel Tean,
Discuspion: MNumeroua apider holes, wells and clay wines are found during
diviaion operations and sre mistaken for tunnul aystema. On sevoral ocoe~

sions the Chemical Section funnel Team vas called only to find out that
they were not needed.

t Thore io a rsquirmont to bave trained tunnel tesms in the
infantry battalions able ta explodt, deny and/or destroy Viet Cong tusnels,

A training program hao been set up hy %he Division Chamical Section to
mﬁumwm.lmanmmmmwummw
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dtemy Fifty-five gallon druns of 03'-1l. ' |

t Fifty-five gallon druus of CS-1 can be succesofully cone
structed into field expedient muniticna and employed ugainst suspected
or known ensmy targets.

1. The downwind area of effectiveness nay bo as nuch as nine f
- kiloneters. '

2. The application of agent GS should be about thirty druus ;

(2400 1ba) per square kilometer of target area, when erea is to be |

exploited by ground forces, and ninety drums (7200 lbs) for temporary i

- . denial, H

3., CS strikes should always be followed by air end artillery -
preparation and then, when rosaible, exploitod by ground forces.

1 Hassive CS attacks on suspected or known ensmy comoentra- .
tions are feasible and practical. i

w2

Itan: Power Driven Decon: Apparatus, truok mounted 400 ga.llon, 9.

t The use of lefoliants in the 15 !5 FODA has causod dmgo
leaks to the connection and -ilscharge valve after prolonged use,

"1, Toss resl groups Deterioration of rubber gasket at Mose . '
connsation, Y :

2. Qun groupt Deterioration of gasgkets and packing.

3. Diocharge and pipe systems: Deterioration of joint end pipe
sealants,

4. Drive assechly and clutehs ‘Quteh and drive asseably beocms
:ntod with defolient causing friotion and deterioration of belts md
utch dige,

1 After continuous use of herbicide, orangs, mrplo‘,

QRagcvaticn
blus, extensive repairs on the above listed itens had to be pctomd

of spare parts for the PDDA in this command resulted in & high
deadline rate of these items.

. 40 lozeqticdde Suraver
Itamt 40 GPH Insecticide Spreyer. .

’ ﬁmnmn muuouwwamnm.nmmmw.mm
tariaration to the O-Rings and aluttering of the strainer,

1. Domtmuonotmumawmmm.
2. Coata and stops flov of liquid through suction streiner line.
.J. muuum-nwum\mnumdw-. .ﬂn.\

Coancyationt mnunnovmmmn.pwmmwm-m
mmmmmuumumwamuzmt.
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Iisas  Aostylene Tunnel Destruction Device.

Magussion: This device has been employed several times arouwnd the
perimeter of the 1st Infantry Diviaion Base Camp on tunnels that were
found in the area. Listed below are the findings of porsonnel who have
been exploiting tunnels for the Division Chemical Sootion during the past
yar.

1. The Acetylene Destruction Device smystoms demongtrated are extremely
bulky when compared to the combination of explosives and CS-1 presently
being satisfactorily utilized by the division.

2. The situation for setisfactory use of the device ’reqniru & cor-
tain size air opening, a certain size tunnel passage and some roocm cite

. partment in the tunnel. When this device was tested on the tunnels 4n the

Qivision area the tunnels were not collapsed but were just flashed through
by the explosion ylelding little if any tunnel collapse. These tunnels
tested by the diviajon, though typicel, were too straight or had openings
too wide, or had too mich overturden for t.ho device.

3. The item required liquid oxygon to obtain my dastruction in
the tunnel., The liguid oxygen dispenser provided had to be recherged
every forty-sight hours. The only supply of liquid oxygen for this divie
sion is at the two main air bases nescr SAIGON end it is impractical to
reach these areas while on combat operatdons.

4. The condept of not exploring the tunnel before it is blown is
inpractical, ' The tunnel direction imst be kmowm f{or sefety of personnel
above ground vhen the device is exploded. These {unnela »un in aig-sag
patterns dnd, therefore making exploration a mandatory precantion.

Qbesrvation: The Acetylens Destruction Device has very limited apnlica~
tion in this ares of Vietnam and because of its limited application it
should only be stocked in limited quantities at.division level,

2. ' Recommendutiona:
a. Orxaniuuom

(1) Recommend approval of the 1st Infantry Division l-odification
Tables of Organisstion at the earliest practicable date in order that
the changes can be mple.qentod in the near future,

(2) Bamndminmuointhompportupcbﬂityofﬂrhdﬁo
Control Teams. A major problem.in air safety exists during operations
due %o the lack of oontrol temms and facilities available for control of
the very large mmber of fixed and rotary wing alrcraft involved .a logle-
tical and admintetrative flights snd assault helicopters operating out of
the sme airfield. Provisional control tesms, primarily staffed with
pathfinder personnel are being utilized by the division, dut do not have
the capaldlity nor the equipment to oope with the situation. It is fur-
mmmzmmmm.umumummroumg

s

(o) L rclhhl.o uﬁnuon bunon b dd 0~10 aircraft 1n losating
Md

() An@wemwm-mar{u&muawm
° . . R
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T (o) Su.t‘fioient runvey lights for lighting a ninimu of 3000 foet
to facilitate the landing of USAF aircraft,

* b, Hquipment: _

(1) Recommend a suitable cemera with water proof casing be irocured,
The ceamers currently issusd for combat photography is not water proof snd
as & Tesult requires constant repair, Raquests have beea suinitted for
the purchase of an interinm camera, howevér, the need exists for the
develorment of & vater proof camera for cctbat photography.

. {2) Recommend a new type of ration using other than tin cana be
develaped to replace the present "C¥ Ratiom. ¥C" Rations are t.oo bulky
and heavy and create a disposal problem in the tield.

(3) Recommend s lightweight poncho be develored, doasgned both for
an individual outer raincoat and shelter.

(4) Recommend that a sufficient smount of the canister round for
the .79 Grenade Launcher ba issued for training of all porsomnel. Inistial
teats conducted with the rounds indicated different sighting character-
dstios from those of the standard round,

(5) Recommend a standard fusing aycten be develored for dissaxination
of C3-1 ly aerial delivery. The expediont methods ovrrently being used
create & vide variance in height of burst. A device is nesded to obtain

@ height of burst from 25 - 50 feet to reduce dowwdind loss of agmt {ron
the target area.

(6) Recommend additionsal testa be conducted u—wuntry vith experti-
mental fuzo X595 (junsle penotration fuse), The previcus tiste were
inoonclusive baoguse the canopy vas not greater thun 20 mevers.

o, Personnelt

.{1) Recommend that enlisted personnel records be soresnsd more closely
w inaure replecemsnts with Clses ) wofiles affcoting duties in.a oonbet
NOS are not assigned to 431 thege allocaticr: This problea 1s being
ooordingted with U.d. Amy Vietuen, tut Arilu vith the wuam at
the time he reseives omuu m

JOR THZ OO:MANDER: .
OFr1CIAL: . - q . Wi, GLASGOW JR - .- - . e

B IR Colonel, 03 h s .
@2 » © ef of Btarr .

RO RETTIE . - o 0 .
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Hq, 18t Inf Div
Hq, st Inf Div

Hq, 1at Inf Div
. hl 18t Inf Div
Hq, 1st Inf Div

Hq, 1st Inf Div
kl 1“mm'

h’ 1at Inf Div

Hq, 1st Inf Div
tupport Coend
15 86T Bn
7018t haiat B
15t Hed Bn'

10t dva B
1/ith Cav
ist kigr o

1210t 8ig B0
N, 1ot Do
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ROSINIH  MAE. GRAUR. S

co

_ DEFUY, WILLIaM B.
" KAJ GEN, 034710

. BRIG GRY, 033471
- DEANE, JOHN R, JR.
BRIO G, 024835

Cof8

mG GEN, 034155 -
' QASOOW, WILLIAN N, IR,
(0L, 025905

ACof3 &1 OVmAI.L JESSE V. III

STARR, ROBERT N.
LTC, 060351

ACofS G2  L2GRO, \ALLIAX E.

L10, 067837

U'AOfSQ" m' ms'

17C, 023197
" HAIG, ALEXANDER X,
L7, 050790

Mof8 G, D'AIEROSIO, FUGRNE

8 8 8 8

L1C, 036170
un‘i‘mw, RUGAR ¥,

cX.,, 027011 i
rxaﬁm nm,n. }

L1c
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‘00L, 0372%3
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Inclomure 1 Operationsl Report-Lessons Learnsd, ist Inf Uiv, 31 Jul 66
Koy Offiocer Personnel

TS
1 My
1 May ~ 18 Ju

2Tl

.1y
1My
1day < 2lay
2 lay

1 Hay
Tlay - 2% Ju
24 Jul

1 Nay - 14 Ja
14 Jul

1 ay
1day

1 hay

1 ¥ay

1 liay - 30 Jul
30 Ja
1Lay = 14 Ju
14 Jun = 20 Jud

+ 0 dJal

1y

1 Nay = 16 Jul
16 Jul

1My -

1 ¥y - 2 Liay
2% Ny - 9w
9 Jm
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Ky Officer Personnel (Con't)

iz
Eq, 1/31“
Hq, 1/26th 1nf

K, 1/268th Int

Hq, 24 Bde

By, 2/16th Int
Bq, 1/18th Inf
By, 2/18th Inf
Hg, 34 Bde

i, 2/ Inf
Hy, 1/16th Inf
K, 2/28% luf
1ot Div Arty

Hy, 1/5th Arty
K, /60 Aty

o0

© .

PRILLAMA, RICHARD
LTC, 066073

<4

1st Inf Div, 31 Jul 66

1 Moy
1 Miy = 30 iay
30 by « 11 Jun
11 Jun
1 hay ‘
1day ~ 4 Jad
4 - 14 Jul
4 Jul - 24 Jul
2, Jul
1 Hay
118y = 19 dtay

19 ay - 14 Sul’

14 Jul
1iiay = 20 Ju
2 Ju
1ty - 27
7
1 vay
-1 Nay = 20 Jun
203m- 9
9 Jul

1 Kay = 14 Jul

%
1 hay
1 by
1 Nay
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. Kay Offiosr Personnel (Con't) ! !

1 0o Y05, JOHN B, 13 1y = 27 Jay
R, 1/mb bty 17C, 037718
AT
#, cagm. 8, 29
, 059274 .
ity 00 DS, TRAKE R, 15y - 15
&, ¥4 176, 01046301
KORNIO, JAIES R. 15 Jul
11T, 059475
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Inclosure J Operatiinal Report-lessons Learned, 1st Inf Div, 31 Jul 66

18t Infantry Divieion Switchboasd Designators
(2ffeotive 1 July 1966)

’ 1st Infantry Division DANGER
‘ 1et Brigado DEVIL
: 1st Battalion, 24 Infantyy . DRACULA
. ]; 1at Battalion, 26*h Infontry ‘ DOBOL
‘ 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry ’ . DEFLRT
24 Brigede - DAGGIR .
24 Battalion, 16th Infantry DA 4GS
N 1st Battalion, 13th Infantry DUCHESS
2 Battalion, 15th Infontry : o D/ REINES3 N
3d Brigade . . DTy
24 Battalion, 24 Infentry UBCOY ‘
1ot Battalion, 16th Infantry DEVOUR ;
24 Bettalion, 23th Infantry . DAUNTLESS j
Division Artiliery viG, FIRE i
1st Battalion, 5th Artillery LESTROYER ' !
8th Battalion, 6th Artillery DIMLALTE . :
16t Battalion, 7th irtillory ’ uBTONATS ;
24 Battalion, 33d Artillery. DUKG20N
1st Aviation Battalion SRS . DART
1st Ingineer Battelion : D1&LR
18t liedical Bottaliom DOCTOR
1ot Squadron, 4th Cavalry ! DRAGOOE ; i
121st Signal Battalion : ' DYHAD ’ . : ;
1st ldlita "'zlice Gompnny ‘ . cL <o DEPUTY
Support. Co. - DURABLE
st Supply and ‘l‘nnoportutim Bettalion e VELIV:R
7018t liaintenance Battalion: SILIGENT .
* 1st Adninistrative Coxrony . ' D= o1 : _ ;
" 11th Rodio Research Unit DECAL . "

Fim Loi Faoificatdon Task Force . HELPER ' : j

-
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HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAK
AFO San Frencisco 96307

GENZRAL ORDERS | 22 June 1966
NUMBER 4079

" REASSIGNIDNT OP UNIT o « o o ¢ ¢ o s ¢ o ¢ 6 0 0 ¢ o o « SITIONI
DRTACEIOINT OF UNITS o o ¢ o o o o 0 o ¢ a0 ¢ 0 o » o o o SXTION IT
ATTACHMINT OP UNITS o o '« o o o o o o 6 6 0 0 0 o s s o o BEOTION III

» * ! [ * _ %
SICTION IIX
3. TC 015, Fol units ATTACHMENT dir as indic.

* #* » * - *

357H INFPYRY PLATOON (SCOUT DOG)
Atoh to: 18t Infantry Division
Bff date: 16 June 1966
Auth:s YVOCG date ofnm
8p instr: NA

) » B [ L] »*

FOR 12 COMMANDER:

OFFICIAL: RICHARD J. SEITZ
Exigadier Genexal, US Army
. Chief of Staff
/a/% D Hamilton
/+/X.D. EAHILTON
Lt Colonel, AGC
Asst Adjutant Genexal

* » * ' * *
*A TRUE COPY™

WILLIAN 1, PONDAR JR
Majox, Artillexy
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Inclosure § Operational Repert on Lessons Learnsd, 1st Iaf Diw 31 Jul 66
Laght Asssult Artillery Battery

LIGHT ASSAULT FIELD ARTILLERY BATTIRY, INFANTRY DIVISION

! |FA Btry
4.2 Inch

38813:‘ To provide direct suppart artillery to maneuver elsmants of tie
vi

ASSIGIMENT, Assiy28d to the Sth Battalion, 6th Artillery,

CAPABTLITIES. a, Furnighes one or two alr mobdle six gun firing platoons
huronmtotuﬂdoamnmnh.

b. Parscomel and equipment are provided from d!vision assets. -

6. This unit {s dependent on Hg and Hq Battery, Division Artillery for
ol survey wd radio repair support.

4, m.u&tucmhhotwuduﬂuhmhtmotlunﬁu
positions.

MOBLLITY. & thum-mt‘m sirwobile by UB=1
alroreft

e .

b, u.uuumeumwnumamvmm
~ STRENOTH, 50“%000. 19 Iln.tdhh

.... iy 1




Inclosure § Opersticnsl Raport-Lessons Learned, 1ot nf Div, 31 Jul 66
Light Assault Artillery Battery (Con't)

MAJOR ITR¢S OF BQUIPMENT,

Truck, Cargo 3/4 Ton

Truck, Flatform Utility 4 Toa
Trailer, Cargo ¢ Ton

Trailer, Cergo 3/4 Ton

Mortar, 4.2 Inch

Radto Set, AN/VRC46 mtd in § Ton
Radio Set, AN/VRC-47 mtd in g Ton™
Radio Set, AN/VRC-47 mtd in 3/4 Ton
Radio Set, AN/PRC-25 <

-l
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DICIOSURE 6 Operational Report on Lessons Learned, 1st Inf Div, 31 Jul 66
SUBJECT: Commanders Notes = i3 - The Rifle Squad

1. The basic fighting elonent in an infentry division is the rilie
squad. - Although on the one hand, it ia the smallest tactical wit; it
1s on the other hand in nany respects, the nost difficuit and caallenging
% command properly. . ’

2. The divieion oorzonder deals with brigades and bhattalions; the
trigade ocormonder with battalions and campanios; the cotpany coumander
with platoons and squads, platoon commander uith squads; but the squad
leader doals almost direct)v with individuais. It i3 rmch easjer to deal
with organisations thap with individuals and it 1s for this reason that
squads are divided into fire teanms 8o that the squad leader, alss, vill
have an organizational frawework with vhich to operate.

3. When s squad ia vell organised anl tean leaders are atzony, and
vhen every mepber of the aquad understanda fully the fact thut the two
teans constantly support one amother, then the squad will operato vell,
Hovever, if the squed is not well orgenized and tichtly controllec, it
tande to -freak down into six, eighi, or ten indivicuals and loses its
integrity. 1t is a constant otruggle in cormbat to :ajntain intesrity. -
There are many forces and factors which tend to malie the soliler think of -
hixself as an individual inetesd of as a uecber of & tean or > & sguaed.
Fatigue, lumger, thirat and fear are the rreatest encdes of aquad in-
tegrity, ‘lien the tine cones tuat the individual nevbers of tie squed
are preocaupied with any, or all, of these factors, and they are ny
longer thinking in terms of raitually supporting fire tea:s, tuo :«:c*wl. at
that point in time, qeases to exiet as a nilitary orzanization. ‘Mon the

osase to exist, neither the platoon, company. battalion, brirade or
division can operate or functisn properly. Therofore, of all the prablems
in an infentry division, the first and most.iportont jroblem is.to aln-
tain the organisatioual integrity of the rifle squaca vhile in combat.

4. Decause the impact bf bunger, thirst, fatijue and fear are per-
aistant and preat, thay can only be overcans by reretitious traimin:,
indootrinstion snd practice. - The individual soldier must te reninded
daily of his plece and duties in the fire tea: and the rolq of the tavo
they relats to the euport of one ansther. .8 jn basoball,
t for a conetant. {lov of instructions from squed
teazs, and from tea lealers to thair nen. To the extent
308 oontinuously flov, .to that smss extent Ls the squad
ted t that the instructions do not o, to
axtent the tean bezins to diasntelrate. 1f & squad is left on
of batile wder fire for tem aimites without instrustions

“REESEEfE
g—iﬁmigs
HH
4

1

i

gsa.

barrage of orders end instructions, the individual #5ldier.inove

the battlefiald, tut rather coutinues to be

g
k
o
I

8
:
£
g

equipmant such as a tank, a hovitssr; s haliopptar or a ship at sea, have
advantoge of a nachine of uar around which %o orpanise thair

eoffors. By the vory pressnce of the hovitsar on the field of battle, each
s a day bov hia oontridytion lepds t> the ac-
of the misalion. In wo rifle squad, hovever, there is mo
m.gmormtn-cmuqmummumwuw

vhish msumu%‘., Instead, the rifle squad eaxists obly vhem -
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 of mtual support becomes even rove important., Mhen the leading tesu is

 apart to reduce their vulnerability 1o mortar fire cud recoilless weajons,

- distance between teans in a squad vhich is in the travelling fomtionb is

when 11zht sniper fire has alrealy been'roceived or vhen orosaing :;:fom PR

. tho othu- texa and then in a J.w, .rro.,.,m mmo;, ﬁho f.ow dtmeo

LICLOBURS . & t()'c:rn?:%onnl Roport on Lessons Learncd, 1st Int Div, 31 Jul 66

all the nenbers of the squad understand what it is the squad is doin‘, and
bow it proposes to accomplish its mission. The squad leader, therefore, .
has tho greatest oomnand challenge of any infantry leader. , .

6. ‘The ‘urnover in squad and team leaders is great and ‘thus a sinple
systam raat be adopted which can be easily taught, and readily understood.

7. The key oconcept which can be expressed in one word is "OVIRWATCH".
Within a rifle squad, it is the duty of the two teans always to support one
another. It is important that the A Team understand that it nust a.'!ms
oone to the aid of the 3 Team and vice versa. In the defense thin %z clear
and simple as long as each individual soldier has selected a ;rorer posi-
tion, with cover and ooncequnt and rreferably with both,

8. However, when the squad is advanoing or moving, the relationshi)p

advanoing, whother in the attack, in movement to contact, on patrol, or

on its way to a base-of-fire position, the following tean oust undorstand
at all times that it io in an OVERVATCHING poaition -~ that is, it follous
the lead tean, prepared to sunport i1t uith fire or with asnetver. The
normal foruation for a rifle squad is with one team leading and the other.
folloving. Only wvhen the platoon as a vhole is in the assanlt, or after NSRRI T
the second tean has maneuvered, should we find the t\vo teans on line. St

L

9. Wien a squua is slnply roving fron “oint to roint 3 a3 an interdor. .
unit ~ that 1, it is not the leading ale.zont, or a l'lanl.m'r elezent, or an
inde;endent element - it 13 in a travellingm formation in vilch one teas
follous the other at closo interval vith the individunl soldiors 5 - setors

I
4
K]

.
.

85 well os clay-ores and boodby traps. Unless thero is rone reason to bo .
woving single file vhile wosing t.u'ough a dofile or through thick jungle -
vhere trail breaking is necessary, each tean ghould norially be a V' - -
formation with the tean leader leading at tho eyex of the 'V', The

again only 5 meters. Il wever, vhen the aqiad is the leadinv olesent or a-
element or on patrol, or on its way inde;encentls to an o'mm"'wmc

fire position’(a bese of fire), it moves either in a 'l‘ravelling orina

Bounding OVERWATCH. A

10, TRAVZLLING OVR/ATCH. The TRAVILLING OVERWATCH formation c* .pr
means that the second tea: drops bsck 25, 50, 100 or in onen coimtry 200
to 300 nmeters so that it is not engaged by the saums fire which 10y be
diroctod u-on the leading team. This will perait it to :aneuver and to Sl
asyloy OVERJATCILIG fires in support of the leading tean. . This foraation ' B e
permits the squaed leador to act as & military corsandor to' influence the . .= ' .
'battla, 15 take initiative and avoid bringing the ontire sqied undor'the 7
sane fire at a time and place sclected solely by the VC. Naturally, the: - - “'.y.
teans rotate so that one tewn 1o not always leading. This rotation 48 . =
‘taken care of by the desire of ths coldiers to share tho dangers of the ' .- L 2
lealinz element by alternating the tewss, The TILV.ILING OVIRJATCH 4s. Lot
useful when the squal must move out with come sreed or vhen oontact vith
the eneny 1- oither not mninmt ‘or .tae enemy sitﬂzuion is unlmmm. )

1, BOUUDING OVIRIATGH. . Yhon contact with the enery 1a rrdnont or

Slag T
BN BN S
.

.
st SR

arm, the squad should resort o the, BOUIDLIG: OVERUATGR. This
means that ono tems is in firidp position’to caver: the Movenent of

.
37
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INCLOSURE 6 f()pc::utl)ond Raport on Leasons Learned, 1ot Inf Div, 31 Jul 66
't

between advancing and OVERUATGUDIG from stationsry positions. The
distance invilved in each bound is entirely denendent upon the terrain and
the judgnent of the squad leader. As in the TRAVELLING OVIRLATCH, ove-
nent by bounds should prevent the entire squad fron being surrrised or
from being csught in the open or should rrevent both teans fro: beiny en-
ool by the sane anall group of eney forces.

12. The techniques at platoon level are the sans as at squad level in
that a platoon leader moving forvard without expecting izainent corntact,
vill slwaya place one squad sufficiently far in aivance so tiat the :latoon
doss not 0038 into the beaten sone of fire Cirected at the leadin: cquad.
The 8 leading or flanking the [latoon wAll use either the TRLV.LLING
or ING OVERWATCH, or if they are baak in the oolum, will move in a
SRAVELLING formation. Flatoon leaders rmoving in areas in vhioh contsot s
izanent will not only advance a squsd to a forvard OVERUATCH position to
the froat, dut on nany occasions wvill advance Cs to flanking OViRILLICH
positicns vith the understanding that as the nlatoon pasces through the
area and the QVERWATCH position is no longer useful, the rquad leadsr wita-
out further orders will rejoin the platoor column. Thus, the platoon
leader i» able to walk aoross the countryside frou squad position to squad
position, and st all tines at least one of his three mnjor aneuver elewnts
1s In & stationary OVERVATCH, prepared to place fire in support of his
advance, or to repsl any ememy moveaent vithin his sres.

13, If the squads and nlatodns of the Division 1dll tmrter and e-tiloy
these tactics, the effectivencas of the infantry slewent will be increased
by several undred percent. Nirtherwre, becauzs each squai and alatoon
leader understands expotly the tactios being followsd by all otaers, the
control of the infantry elements ill be sizilified and units vill be ahle
to vork together vith greater effectivensss. Comanders at all tiues will
be able to vigualise the foruation of the infantry unit on the ground, the

aount of terrain covered by than end the 8 by uhich thay are
advancing or attacking. The DOUNDIIG OV.BRIAICH not change in ocnoe:t
uban the starts ~ vhen contact is rede - the taotiocs are ‘Centioal.
The only difference is that the movent froa oze stationary OV.RIICHDYG
position to the next will be done vAth greater care tnd wre attention 43
Ahe saleotion of routes of advence, ‘Daress, ;rior to the fire fisht,
Soxms and squads il advance to forvard OVKLATCH resitions st & walk,
mm&mtmumuumsunm.m;mmm
£4che starts, forvard ‘wyewats W1l usually be E
mw%mummmman g1
jositiond wil) be + Onos & oquad leader ar rlatoon leader das noved
mwmmw.dmdmrﬁh‘mmm
flank, end all his unite sre engaged, be VA1) % advenos his line
by oredling. The next higher comssnder will automstioally meke & vider
mvelopneat, :

4. mmmmmmmunmuw{w
exerelos thalr Yeans, squads and platoons until thay have sahieved o
dovel of effectivances. Truining will be contizuius and 6lso will de
soadusted by reserve elewmts oo operations.

Y H
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Inclosre 7 Operational Report-Lessons Loarned, 1st Inf Div, 31 Jul 66
Su;ply and Combat Service Support Activities -

1. Supply:s The average strength supported during the ru,.rting
period was slightly under 31,500 troops. The supply lovels for the
Qivigion as of 31 July 1966 wer'e as follows:

& Qaeass I.

e ) P

(1) kex

(a) Forward battalions and
' ssparate cokpanies

(b) DI AN battalions end
ssparats compenies

(o) Brigade and division l
artill

ory
(a) Liviaion reserve
(SLT Bn)
@) *B* Patons. !
(a) Brigades nd u@ - 15 2.4 (i)
(b) A% DLX dattalions and 8 B
Separate oiwpenies '
(o) Divisgon mmn T s _ 15
() % Pattoms. 3 o0
*ote “A* Mation supplessats are on hand for 1asue with *BY Raticos.
b Qass i,

(1) 4% Duse ireas) - -

) Iy .

(b) avaas

(o) W3

(4) Diesal )

(2) Diviston Meserve B
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Inclosure 7 Operational Keport-lesssns Learned, 1at Inf Div, 31 Jul 66
Supply apc wombat Service Support activities {Con't)
ZXEE JUSLCRT0ITY 248 OF JUPPLY
ORJECTINE QN KA

{e) 1i0GAS 5 5

{d) Diesel 5 5
(3) Packnge lubes and Oils

(a) Basze Aroas 15 15

(b) Division Ressrve 15 15

6. OGlpss IX & IV (lems ropair parts). Tho following iteus are
in short supply and may be criticclly required in the division in the
near futurei

(1) Battories - BASC, Bi61, BA26T, snd DL1359.

{2) Replacomont redios fc. combat losses. (New fanily,
AN/VRC-12 radins. )

(3) Tentoge and yolee,

(4) Unerwear and asocus.

(5) Guick relense atrap.

(6) Canteor collopeitle, 2 gt.
(7)) Swrvivel kit.

(8) Armor (afrorew). -
(9) Gropieoul clothing,

{10) Generators,

(11) Insulated food containers,

{12) [Expondadles, pajer plates, stcel wisl, scouring powder,
{13) Components of dewolitlons sets. )
(14) Coapnsses.

(15) Watchoa, non-anintoinable.

(16) Tanks - 143 {4 ea).
{17) 16 rifies and magasines.
(18) 1116 ;lotting boards.

.

{19) ffice fumiture,

(20) Uxygan and acotylens (ges and botuu). .

CONFIDENTIAL
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Tnalomire 7 Operational Rerort-Lesscas Learned, 1st Inf Jiv, 31 Jul 66
Supply and Coabat Servise Support ctivities (Con't)

(21) _%railer, vater,
(22) Tnsignta,
. (23) Decorstione.
(24) * Aviators gloves ond l\mg,l.uau.

(25) Petroleun handling equipment, 1..., niniporto, nghz
\ntght puaps, end 10,000 gallon tanks.

(26) Typewriters.
(27) Folding eliairs, .
(23) Camoufloge covers for steel beloets.
(29) Vater cans (rlaatic).
(30) iortar sight, ¥4.
" (31) Pump for water purification equipmant 1500 gal.
{32) " 600 gal water purification sets.
(33) 11937 fire unite. By
0 4, Glass I & IV (Repair )’orta) Parts for the aov garies
“redios are in short oupply. The short end long antenncs £or the ANARC.2%
redios ere in grmoul short supp],y .
N (1) The mi.loving 1g & mmary -of ropair part.land assen~
bun received and shipped by the Technical Supply Acuy:m.n of the
701“ Mntonmco Battalion for the 2 Querter, 1966:° )
(u) g & Conpw i, 701-1; ‘wunanco Bnttunm

" Recejvod - 560.5 tons
Shippod « 401.0 tom

(b) Conpany Z, 701ot. lhinwmnoo Battauon

Received - 610.9 tons
Shipped - £30.9 tons

(2) T following is a ummary of requisitions hoadlad by

. 1 )
] +

Ahy Teohnical &sppl.v dotivities of the 701st liaintenanos Battalion Lor
e A Quarter rter, 19661
BEod 37,98 -12,9% 7,593
, G B L 654 T 1,934 2,363
! © Co ¢ U.L’r’ EE 3.2" ) 3 331 N
. 2 : 10,216+ 5205¢ 7,128 o
Totals T8 3'21:%?0, T2

‘e o Voo
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Inclasure 7 Operational Report-Lossons Learned, 1st Inf idv, 31 Jul 66
Supply and Combat Service Support Activities (Con't)

(3) The supply portion of the maintenmance progren hes
remained oritionl, Due-~puts cetablished by the 701st laintenance Bate
talion oontinued to increase throughout the 24 Quarter of 1966, Suffi-
clent quantities of repair perts wers not received to £ill the requisi~
tions that aro genercted within the division,

o, Procurement. The following items/servicos were prooured

by 18t logiotical Command to support divisionul requirements during the
reporting period.

(1) x;ot.m. and non-potohle 48,008 (blocks) Setiafactary
{8
(2) Uood pallsts, 575 (each) xcellent
" (3) Bread, 50,000 (loaves) I:celilent

2. Combat Service Suprort Activities:
&, ledical dvacuation. The following nunber of rersonnel wvers

© treated during the reporting period: )

Maissions 2,926 2,058 358 510
direct ‘ .

tlon 1,47 1,212 129 133
- W z
by trepefer
Deaths 123 _ 4 19
- b. Trenaportation.

= (1) The following quantities of supplies and equipment were
moved during the reporting period:

(a) By surface - 33,477.7 short tons
(b) By adr - 10,705.4 sort toas
{2) A total of nine supply and troop convoys vers nade.
(3) The slov resyonsivensss in obtalning USAF logiatical
11£% continues to hamper resupply operations. Bed weathar ales contri-~
buted %0 airlift problems. In apdts of thess areas of concern, airlift
vas Obtained to meet the majority of stical requirements. In at

least four instenoces during Oparstion K. PiS0 II {oonducted in June and
Jaly 1968), resupply requirements were not met by USLF alr)ift due to bed
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Inclosure 7 Operctional Report-Lessons Loarned, 1st Inf wiv, 31 Jul 66
Su;ply ond Combat Service Support hctivities (Con't)

¢. Services,
(1) laintenance.

{a) Suppart of M1074:110 Artillery: The float i:110
of the 23d artillery Group was converted to a ..307. lngineer support for
23d Artillery Group units has been assigned to the LOUG BIUH arec. The
entire support of the group will soon be assigned to O3 Bi.H, bui no
dete has been announced.

{b) Repair Parts for 1937 Runges: Those repuir parts
are extremely critical to the division., Some parts were roceived at the
end of iay; however, no apprecicble quantity has becn received since thea.
These parts are essential for proper food proparation and the shortcge is
of concern to the Division Focd Service Advisor, i message has been sent
to 1st Logistical Command for essistance in obtaining these parts.

(¢) Combat Vehicle Ferts: Combat vehicles are being
used extensively on all combat overations in the division, Jue to this
fact repalr parts st be on hund to susport these vehicles during these
combat operations. lLajor asscablies for il4843 tanks and 1113 personnel
carriers are wmost critical. Also, other piece-parts for tiese vehliclas
are oither critically low stockage or at zero bslance, ovary eifaort is
baing taken to procure these items fron 21l availeble sources. liilhout
these combat vehicles tho tactical mission of this division would be
soriously hampered. A plan is nseded for phese~out of thesn veiicles
and to replace them with rebuilt vehicles.

(d) Cleanin; Equipment for 115 Rifles: Clesning rods,
chambar brushes and bore brushes for 116 rifles are not on hand in suf-
ficient quantity to ;rojorly maintain these weapora, Vithout tuex,
stoppages occur and the combat effectiveness of a figiiting wnit is
impeired. 4 nmessage wis sent to 1st Logisticel Coairnd to initiate
expoditious action in obtaining thess itous for combut units., 4 test
wa3s nade to determine vhy so cany stoppages ocourrcd vhon o QW) raznzine
vas usod. lormally the second round falled to feed. 1t was dalerined
this was caused by dirty chacbors, taereby incroasing the force required
to extract the svont certridge. Ths bolt would tat retract for esoush
to the rear to proporly feed the next rownd and a failure to feed would
result. This can only Ly rosolved by having the proper tosls to keop
these veaponas clean.

(e} Cracked Tiuck Frames: A nunber of vehicles hiave
had cracked fremes with relatively low mileage. JIR's wera submitted and
an ansver has boen received. 4 now {ramo is precantly undergoing exten-
sive testing to provide a sirongor frame for these vobioleu,

(f) Calibration Tean: & calibretion toan started
oalibrating all test equipment in the mainteannce buttalion. dquipuent
ves last tented und calibrsted in Fobruary 1066,

(g) A draft regulation on Oporatiop, ieintesance aad
Care of .hgincer Ganoratora vas written and published. USK.C Senwrator
Instructor teax ooaducted clasres in LAI KIE, RIAR CAT and :HU 10X to
ist Mvision units in esch area. Theso classes consisted of nrgonizationed
saintenance and operation of gonerstors at unit level., Classer of this
type bave nov been oonducted in all bese areas.




Inclosure 7 Operational Re:ort-Los:ons lLearnod, 1st Inf Div, 31 Jul 66
Sunply and Conbat Service Support ictivities (Con't)

(h) A llaison visit ves mede to the ist Cevalry
Diviaion for ths purpose of obtelning UL data nlus data pert-ining to
loading methods, uwss of smecidl types £ oquipment ond problon areces they
have encounterod on construction equipment. The visit was succeasful.

_ (1) 11 TD-24 trector ropalr :.arte hive bsan turncdein
and no pew parts for this trector are being requiasitioned.

{3) Repalr parts for H90CS scooi losders andg 250 CFi
Joy Alr Coumpregsors were in short 'supply, Oome asconblivs for seoon
loaders have been received, bui quentitlies of other rezuired paris vers
not received.

{k) Requisitions for end items roquired for construction
equipment naintenance float have not bean filled. Iollow-uD action has
been accomplishied with negative results. Llue to the amsuszt of tine
roquired to requisition and receive construction equipment ropeir perts
it is imperative thet the units have fisat ussets of thie {yre stock.

(1) Adrcraft _.pintenance: Hack wn sumjort esntimied
to be a problem dus to the many mission and [lying howrs required lwing
the last quarter. The jroblems are restricted to the ist ..viation IJatta-
lion and 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry, as these oro tie unita wiieh partici-
pate in all missions required by the 1st Infantry Jivision. Thess problams
wvill continue as the alrcralt are raridly approaching the {1ring houp $ive
vhen engine changes, transuission changes and gen=rel overhsuls are required,

-V B X / / .
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INCLOSURS 3
1ST LPANTRY DIVISION TRAINING CIRGULAR 23-6
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DEPARTENT OF TOUC ALY
IBADQUARTIRS 15T INF[&IT;\YI 91IVISION
APO San Frendisco 96345

PAINNIG CITAULID. 49 July 1956
NLEER 20-6 '

EDIICATTON AMD TRAIDING

Replaccment Training Progrum

1. PURPOSE: Tais training clrrealer preccribes policy and pro~
vidau quidence for commandors inm ostubliching a training progrenm fuo
repincanent personnel,

2. CRIZCTIVE: To insurs thet each indfividusdl replacencut -
ceives, as a ninimun, 40 howrs of Instruction prior to his purtici-
pation in combat operaticns in Visinat. This trcining is roguired of
all porsernel assicned to the diviilea since 211 combat susport «nd sore
vice units must bo ceapobla of conduching coubal patrols, dolcnding
base camps &nd actively crgezing ia closa couwbab when required.

3. CIIERAL: Individual rojlaccmonts avoiving in Vietnen dir oily
from COMUS treininy centers axe uell-traincd but luck unit exseric..- s,
Tronsition training emphacizing tcomuork, tho coublned srms toumw, o oo
adjusizent Yo a new environment is required to prepare tham for comoat.

Lo XCSPONSIBILITY:

a. Tao ACofS, G3, bas staff rcspunciiility for the progran
aad will monitor training of replaccmonts,

b. The Adjutsnt Genercl will osiatlizh a briefins pregrom for
officers end scaior NCO's in grades E7 through &9 in accordcnce with
the proposed hriefing program at Inclosure i and guide sequencs of
events ¢t Inclosure 2 for all incoming parsonnel that wili inciude
as a ninimm the following subjectat

(1) Oriontation to Vietnanm
(2) Unit history, organization and nission
(b) Porsonal security mcasuros
(¢) Unit socurity plan
(¢) Icsuwo, bacdling of fircorma and exzuniiion

(¢) Local off-limits sroas

(3




TR TR ORI, Sy o

R

TRAINING CIRCULAR 204 , HEADQUARTERS 15T ItFaffthY prviszon, 19 July 1966

(2)

.

(£f) Uniform regulations

(g) Safety program

(h) Leaves and passes

(1) Guidelines to good relations in Vietnam -
Character guidance

(3) Medical orientation

(4)

~aw and order

¢. Major subordinate (base) commanders will establish training
progr2ms in accordence with ths proposed training progrem et Inclosure 5
for &:l replacemezts t¢ include as a minimum, the following subjects:

(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
9

}=-16 Training

(a) Characteristics

(b) Assembly and disasseubly

(o) Zefoing, care and cleaning

(d) Qualification

iines and booby traps

Squad tactics, battle drill end immediate ection drills
Patrolling

(g) Combat patrols and raids

(b) Rocon patrols

‘Hand grenades

Demolitions with emphasis on tunnel cperations
Fundamcntals of air mobile opcretions

Personal hygiene end field sznitation in Vietnanm
Combat Intelligence in Vietnanm

4




~t

TRAINING OIRCULAR 20—6 HI')P‘ UARTERS 163‘ INFANTRY o VISION 19 July 1966

5, DMPLEMENTING PU.L'VATIONS: Two copies of lll PQl's, leason
plans and implementing publications will be forward:d to this head-
quarters, ATTN: AVID-T not later than 15 August 19‘»6

6. REFERENCES:

8. USARV Training Circulsr #1 dated 27 April 1966, Subject:
Commapd Ipformation, F ’ 4

b, USARV Traiping Circular ted 1966, Subject
Replqcement Training, ¢ #2 Gated 7 ey 1965, Subdect:

. c. USARV Regulapion 360-2, dated ombe
Capmapd QOrientatlon, g""] W ’ d‘ ® 5 N‘W r 1965, Subjecf-s

d. USMACV Cirdular 612-2 d ted 10 7 66 "
Ordou sation Briefing, _¢’ » 08 94 Q apuery 1366, Subjac ;

PsleID -T) -AN%

OBFIOTAL: l Wy gaggow JR
Co
Chhf Qf Staff
=y "Y \\uxgwuzl .
GEDRGE P Ty
- Major, AGC =
Asst _AG
5 Incle-

1-Fropos ed Orﬁ.cer and Senivr NO
.Briefing Pyrogram fur 1lst Inf Div
Raphcment Deucment
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TRAINING CIRCULAR 20~6, HEADQUARTFi}?S 18T DFANTRY DIVISION 19 July 66

2=Sequence of Events for the
Processing of Incoming Officers
and Senior NCO's at lst Inf Div
heplacement Detachment

3-Propused Replocement Training
Program for lst Inf Div Replace-
ment Detachmert

. k=Sequence of Events for the

Processing uof Incuming Personnel
at lst Inf Div Replacement
Detachment

5~-Propused Replacement Training
Program for Major Commands l

DISTRIBUTION: B ond D
Plus 25 G=3




.
E“ PN AR A 0 10 s s e B I DA B« L LB 8 o QAT e €hs 1 h ¢ v C s e T 8125 A
\

INCLOSURE 9
PSYOPS LaAFL3TS
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PECPLE OF LONG-THANH

THE VC OFTEN TELL YOU THAT THEY WILL COME AND LIBERATE YOU, WHY DO THEY
~ MORTAR AND KILL THE INNOCENT CHILDREN. THE VC TELL YOU THEY ARE FRIENIS OF
THE PEOPLE, YET THEY KILL THE LITTLE CHILIREN, -

 GOVERUMENT AND ALLTED FORCES ARE HERE TO HELP THE FBOPLE. WE WANT TO GET
THE VC WHO KILL INNOCENT CHILDREN, mmwmm'vcm._xrmmm
VHERE THE VC ARE THAT KILLED YOUR CHILDREN, TELL US. TELL THE LOGAL AUTHORTTES
Ok MEARES? ALLIED JORGES. HELP T0 CAPTURE THE EVIL VC, |

75




"Attention Citigens:

You are in an area profected by GVN and the lst Infantry Division, In
order to protect you from the VC, the lst Infantry Divirion must fire small
arms, artillery, and drop bombs, We do not wish to hurt thoss loyal to the
N, If ywu are loyal to the QGVN, do not enter this area after today. If
you are caaght in this area, you will be considered VC, and will be turned

ELNE
e

/4
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SOLDIERS OF THE 9TH IIV.
YOU ARE IN THE OPERATING AREA OF THE POWERFUL 1ST U.S. INF, DIV, WE
KNOW YOU ARE SOUTH EAST OF MINH-THANH,
MORE UNITS OF THE 1ST INF. DIV. WILL BE UPON YOU. SURRENIER OR DIE.
IF YOU WANT TO SURRENTER REMOYE YOUR SHIRTS. SLING YOUR WEAPONS MUZZLE DOWN,
AND PUT YOUR HANIE ERHIND YOUR NECK, THEN REPORT TO THE FIRST SOLIIER YOU

" SURRENIER NOW OR DIE UNIER THE POWER OF THE 1ST INF, ILV.

i
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FRONT: The government of Republlic Vietnam helps the people. The peopls who

remain in the villages appeal to the VC to rally with the National Goverrment

now,

L]

To the people who Love Peace., We know that the people are very afimis

BACK:

of the fighting going on around their villagee. As long as the W are there,

the government will have operations to dastroy them, The government will use

its airplanes, tanks, artillery and superior rirepower to stop all W terrorist .

sotion, Dy letting the VG hide-in your village, it wi\1 becoms a battle field,

g
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_udn o1 0ONG MiNH PHUC VY vI'LGI icH cOa NHiN bix.

FRONT: (CAPTION) MTHE ALLIED FOPCES WORK FOR THE PEOPLE'S WELFARE"
BACK:  (TEXT) _

THE 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION ASSISTS THE GVN IN MANY WAYS. IN ADDITION
T0 ACTUALLY FIGHTING THE VC, THS SOLILERS OF THE 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION AID
IN M/NY CIVIC ACTION PRGJECTS IN SUCH FIELDS AS SCHOCL CONSTRUCTICN LKD
MEDICAL BELP, ONE OF THE PROJRCTS THEY ARE CURRENTLY WORKING ON TN THE TAY-
NINH AREA IS ROAD IMPROVEMENT.

ENGINZERS OF TH® 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION HAVE IMPROVED THESE ROAIS T0
RASE TRANSPORTATION IN THE AREA AND T0 MAKE IT EASTER FOR FARMERS TC GET
THEIR PROIUCE TO MARKET.

IN VC CONTROLLED AREAS THE PEOPLE GET FALSE PROMISE AND TERRORISM WHILE
TN VN AREAS THE COVERNMENT IS CONSTANTLY BUILDING TCWARD A EETTER LIFE FOR

THE PEOPLE.

‘FF""'?
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INCLOSURE 10
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF BATTLE CASUALTIES
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Inoclosure 10 Operational Report-iessons Learmed, 1st Inf Div, 31 Jul 66
Statistioal Analysis of 4160 Battle Casualties as of .
31 July 1966

A statistioal analysis of the 4160 battle casualties sustained
a8 of 31 July 1966 wy the 1st Infantyy Mvilicx_x reveals the following:

&, The 4160 battle casuslties were distributed as followss |

: KA WEA mgr KA HEA

Bq 3o 1at Inf Div 1 2 1st Bn 28th Inf 53 273
1st Admin Co 1 7 Hq Co 24 Bde 0 10
BEq Co & Band 3pt Oad 1 12 2d Bn 16th Inf T4 329
st S & T ) 15 1at Bn 13th Inf 28 191
TOtst Maint Bn 2 4 24 Bn 18th Inf 7 347
1st Mad Bn 1 1 Hq Co 34 Bde -1 2
18t A Bn é 6 2d43Bc 28 Inf 94 418
1st XP Co 3 7 1at Ba 16th Inf 42 252
18t 8qdn 4th Cav 74 434 2d Bn 26th Inf 80 348
" st Bngr B 15 138 Hg Btxy Div Arty 0 21
1218t 8ig Bn C - 16 1st Bn 5th Arty 8 49
Hq Co 1st Bde 0 3 8th Bn 6th Arty 7 38
18t Bn 26th Inf 49 275 1st Bn 7th Arty 1 27
1ot Bn 24 Inf 47 186 2a M 334 Arty T 00
2423 Chea Dt 0 0 266th Chem P1% 0 3
17th Mil Hist Det -0 0  234th Arty Det 0 0

b. The following is & brsakout of battle oasualties by hour:

Btomach . 46 ' 81 1}
Other , 111 768 8 K

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

HOUR CASUALTIES JHA MHA EOUR CASUALTIES 1A TEA
0100 48 7 41 1300 335 2%
0200 43 7 36 1400 365 95 270
0300 - 30 4 26 1500 355 - - 46 309
0400 70 10 60 . 1600 23 - 26 197
0500 . 4 . 48 1700 204 3 174
0600 76 10 66 1800 296 55 241
0700 193 37 156 . 1900 - 179 155
0800 163 3 132 2000 62 s 8 54
0900 208 19 189 2100 113 "6 97
1000 %02 66. 236 2200 19 ‘5 T4
1100 330 56 274 2300 108 1M 97
1800 308 36 272 2400 18 2 16
0s The five most eritiou days for utuo ouultiu weres

1) % Dea'65 = 170 R

2)° 9 Jul 66 = 150 T

3) "12 Nov 65 = 134~ .

4) 24 Ped 66 « 129“

5 1 ‘w “ - 125 l

4, The prcnl -t looation of wound: .

1) leg n& AL} . 274 .

2} Am 767 808 | 19

3) Head ‘ 9 608 . 14

4) Chest . 174 184 338 © 841

2 ek » -t 31 6.1

1

3l

- i

-1 )

n
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Inclosure 10 Operational Raport-.essms Lumo& 18t Inf Div, 31 Jul 66
Statistioal Analysis of 4160 httlo Casualties as of
31 July 1966 (Con't)

os The source of wounds is broken out as follows:

SQURCE KA WHA  QOTAL % OF CAU
1) Mortar 182 10N 193 28,
. 2) Mines 133 746 879 21,1
! 3) Small Arms 232 588 820 197
4) Booby Tep 20 370 3% 9.4
5] Sniper 46 3 387 93
6) Other 83 438 491 11,8
fo Gredes of cnutltiu are broken out a8 followss
% oF .M % OF % OF
SEADR AUTH CAS m_ AUTE CA3 ATNE  CAS.
Lt Col 41 4 9e «09 183 18 9.3 43
¥aJ 112 1" 9.8 .26 !-7 356 78 21,7 1,87
Capt 338 55 16.2 1.32 E-6 1158 429 37.0 10.3
A 446 163 36,5 3.9 B-5 2805 720 25.6 17,30
0 166 N 6.6 26" B4 4881 864 17,7 20,78
=9 37 (3 16. 14 B=3=1 4850 1301 37.1 43.29

8. The majority of the battle’ onunltin weXe sustained by
individuals possessing the following MOSs

TITLE AUTH CAS $.0OF Agm
#" Infantry and Armor 3285 3244 51, 71.99

|
i 12 Combat Engineer 507 % 18,5 2,25
! 13 . Artillery o12%2 17 14,1 425
i 9 Medioal 611 129 21,1 3,10
? ‘he A break out of the 160 battle on\nltiu by situation
: - 48 as followss , '
[}
: - WEA  QOTAL
; 1) S&Dd . .4% 2392 2885
! 2) Defense 61 406 467
: 3) Cenvoy + 42 289 330
: 4) Patrol I mn 218
i 5) Base Area 3 7 9 10t

6) In Flight 10 46 56
! 7) Ocoupy Aabush Site ' 3 22 28
: 8) Admin Mvé - » 0 27 27

9) Atteck ' 5 4] 26

(10) Other 5 17 R

4« The following is a dreskout of nu-htuo ouultiu
ty snth during the pest six momthes -

)
, LR o mom B
[ 2) Waxr 5 19 24
X 35} Adpr 6 n 57

4 Wy 4 40 :2
) §) dam | 3 S

) 4 “ ]

. s ————— e s
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Inclosure 10 Operational Report-Lesaons Leamed, 1t Inf Div, 31 Jul 66
Statistical Analysis ot 4160 Battle Casualties as of
31 July 1966 (Con't)

Je The following is a breakout of battle casualtiss by
pont» during the past six months:

MONTH KHA WEA TOTAL
1) Fed 19 483 562
2) Mar 60 244 304
3} Apr 94 356 450
4] May 41 367 408
5] Jun 85 348 433
§) Jul, 82 378 460

k; The following is a breakout of battle casuslties by
wonth and by source of wound:

SMALL BOOBY
MONTY MINEJ _ARMS MORTAR  TRAP  SNIPER  QTHER mE&T
Ped 122 123 192 48 53 24 562
Max % 52 ‘9 37 16 53 304
Apr e 109 136 58 34 33 450
May 115 33 70 49 24 117 408
Jun 4 111 107 43 27 81 430
dul 32 n 172 42 11 132 460

1. The following is & breakout of battle casualties by
aitvation and source of wounds

SMALL . BOOBY

SITUATION MINER .% YORMMR  _JRAP  gNIFER  OTHZR  TOTAL
§ad 540 19 841 323 F13] 331 2885
Defense 37 6% 0 15 59 81 467
Convay 192 3% 5 20 18 5 330
Patxol 19 42 2 19 1 43 218
Beso Area 1 0 5 e 18 9 101
In Night 0 25 0 0 14 17 56
Oooupy Ame - 14 4 3 0 3 1 28
bush Site

Admin Wt 1 2 2 0 22 ¥) 27
Attack 4 1 7 Y 4 0 26
Other 5 6 3 3 1 4 22

R L V =

t

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

10-3

33

-




B - o

INCLOSURE 11
0U?-OF-COUNTRY VISITORS
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Inolosure 11 Operational Bopoﬂn!-ossona Lurn.a, 18t Int Div; 3t 66
Lin ol Official Visitors tnn mt-ot-ommhy

nr

1 Hay 66 = :msqee SR
MAJOR GRNERAL GEORGE Y. FORSYTHE, USARPAC, G-3 -

Gensral orientation visit, ith nphuh on tactioal opcntuu and
Foros Donlo;unt. .

COLONEL L.G. JONES

COLOREL F.H. BOCH

¥R, 0.C. DALLAPA, GS-15

iR, C,B. DUDWIG, GS-14 °
(G.9. Army Aviation Calnnd Li.aioon Tem)
netuummummwmmmmcmmnupum
requisitioning, packaging and replacwment flow of zome. . )

12 Nay 1966

BOYORABLE HOUARD 1. CALLAMAY, Congressmon (B-Ga)

HONORABLS DORALD FUNSFELD, Congressman (R-IN1)  °

MR. HERRGRT ROMBACH -
(Staff administration, Congressional th on .d.litu'y
Operations) 76 obtain first hand observation of v.s. Forces :t
lmnn pood.hlo lcnl. Orimtntion um.

19 Jiav 1966

BRIGADIER GRNBRAL HAL D. ..oco\m, USA, Director Vietnsm Support Mu.w
Task Foroe, Om“orthn&mtworwmu

COLONEL J.R. lORDLER

LINUTENANT COLONEL WILLYAR STORM III, USC, -
mdimnmtndmhmmumaﬂmummw
civilian camalties.,

24 Yy 1966

GANERAL DVIGHT B. BEACH, Commanding Geveral, UN Command Korea and
General, oth U.3. wy _— : o

LIZUTRIANT J.L. LEGGRIT, . » Beach
‘Orientation visit, T
a’ I- Jﬂiﬁ . .. LY

MAJOR GENERAL, mmm.l .nwmmsnrmm:um. caz, lic,
mu}mtmamumanmmmo:

Usfenne, United Kingdom, -
mmr.a.mu.uuwwy W e .
Mcnhtun viadt., . ‘“ \ :
NAJOR GEXERAL V.R. PRRS, SAUSA, JCS .w R T
m:.n.um,m,um..: qs : Lo
GAPTAIN J.B. BOMELL, UGN, Offtoe
i 1. Owlentation visie, bmw wumwumm
hﬁn M. in the m Im fl _
o FOROFFICIAL USE oy
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Inclosure 11 Operationel Report~Lossons Learned, 1st Inf Div, 31 Jul 66
List of Official Visitors fron outeof-countey (Con't) .

ko 1966 o
wonm;nmcu.mm,mwwmu, ‘
. | COLONEL PAUL A, FISHER . a |
o GAPTAIN R, HEALY : !
SERGRATT MATOR CLEMN C. ROBERTS

Ordentation visit for newly assigned DCG Designate for USARYIS ’ i
wvith emphasis on G-j aspects, »

31l 1966

LIZUTENANT COLONTL ROBERT A. CRONK, Representing the Commandant of the
U.S. imy Infantry School, To identify, through personal cohtacts
; and on-the-scene observations, current needa, of USAIS students
; who are being trained for duty in Vietnam.

.xwonmmc.mm,mwnmmmu,m I §
LISUTSART QOLGNEL HENRY B. TUFTS, Da Bacort o :
MAJOR 3ACK G, PRUGTT, DA -

To 1dentify requiremen at Provost larshal activities,
contxol of blacknhrkoucrﬁ: lng of FOWa, !

1 June 1966 = 30 Jume 1966 ‘ | o
13 e 1966 '

LIEUTRMANT GINERAL JAS H. POLK, AGSforDA

. T COLOMEL D.L. QELLNICHT, Cffice of ACSfordi

LIBUTSHANT COLONZL R.N. HACKINGAN, Office of ACSforDd

LIBUTENART COLONEL T.B. FLYNN, Office of ACSforDA .

LYSUTRRANT COLONEL W.H. HENRY JR., Office of LOStorDA

HAJOR R.E. BUCHALTER, Offioce of ACSforDi o
Purtherance of Army support of operational roquirements, particularly
in the arees of airmobile operations, logisiio mu, hw 4viation, :
operational and organisational concepts of 08, ;

MR AJJ. mm,mmormmmmmmm
eastern Affairs, United
IR, SO, UKITED KINGG! blbundor to Vietnan
:ﬁimm&suuuuummmmmmummwm
ts.

M-

GRMERLL J3.¥, COLLINS, (Ret) msmu

IR, ROBERT C. LEMIS, GS-17, Vios-President Amsrican Red Oross
A, NARY LoCOLLOES, Direator ARG, iala

Southeast
mnmuuotuhuuuﬁuuum 1t Infantry.
mudu. '

12.4wa 1966

MR, ARTHUR L. MR.MV.WO‘MM“&I“
Iafantry Division.
" To dlscuse vays the Soclety o assist members of the 1ab Inferityy

. DMvisin ® wder ﬁo % bomor
b *on:.n‘mplmm \Qw bd'v

LU et
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Inalosurs 11 Operational Roport-Lessonl Loarnod, m Inf Div, 31 Jul 66
. - List of Ot‘ﬁcial Visitors fyom out-of-country (Con't)

 MR..ROBERT H., MITHBOUGH, Ohio candidate for U.S. House of Represantatives,
Visit U.S. Forees to obtain first hnnd information and -nt omatit-

usnts,

Rt

COLONEL B.L. JOHNSON JR., USAF, USSTRICQH
COLOMEL VILLIAY PESSRUCK, USAF, USSTRICOM
LIROTERANT COLONBL R.... HANEY, 034, USSTBIWH
1IAJOR P.J. QFITY, USA, USSTRICOA

Study on alriift data (ALOC) end obarmmu‘bicn of on load and off

L3

- 20.June 1966

1ood of airoraft and problem areas.

REVEREND CALVIN mm.u.n, nister of x‘iontroa.t Proatvtcr‘an Cinixrch,

MHontreat, N.C.
REVEREND FATHER DANIEL LYONS,
Spokane,

8.4 o Profeascr, Gonn;u Univarsity,

. Wash
Gm 101D V. YOUNG, USH, Office.Secretary of Defenne
: Viedt ldlitary Givic action Activities in the 1st Infantry Diviuon

area,

*

vy,
-y

MR, COLMER, Special Assistent ts the:lresident-on Facificatom - .. .
To see LAM SON II operation and t.dk to action people. ‘

22 June 1966

PO

HAJOR GENERAL ARTHUR S. OOI.LINS .m., CG, 4th Intntry mmum o0
LIEOTSNANT COLONEL KITCHR, 4th Infantry Divieion Staff . ”
LIZUTEIANT COLONKL B32ICX, 4th Infantry.Division Staff:

LIRUTINANT OOLONEL BRAD!, 4th Infantry Division Staff

: To gain first hand urmnhon or ourrent situation,

'M‘

BRIGADTER GRN:RAL G.V. TOBIAS, CG, th-apm, mar

¢ Division and R

Mnmmmmmmmm
Mp- Digonss with 1IFFURCEV,
for cosrdination .nn'mm.ma::m

- . . . .:ll.v;- k ;

.
e

3 the proocedurce
ty, and other tactical

X
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Inclosure 11 Operationnl a.pm-msom Learned, st Inf Div, 31 Jul 66
List of Offioial Visitors from out-of-country (Con't)

1 July 1966 - 31 July 1966
3 Huly 1966

MAJOR GINERAL MTCHAZL S, DAVISON, Commsndent, USACSGES (Designate)
To observe operations and conduct discusaion with Field Cormanders
relative to the respanaibilities of the Commandant, US Ay cmcs
and GG, Combdned Arms Oroup, ODC.

8.0y 1966
REPRESENTATIVE RGN C.PUCINSKI, (D-IL1)
REPRSERTATVE Ti&id ROIICALIO, (D-4yo)

Viait, briefing and tour 1st Division sren. See civic sotion and
aid prograns. Talk to troops and mest constituents.

COLONBL JACK T. PINK, Director of Army Bducation and ilbrale Suyort
Directorate, Departuent of the Army

MAJOR DONALD W, cxmsmsm, Plans and Requirenents Officer

MISS AGNES P. CRANFORD, GS-14, Chief Librerian

J189 BITER WALSH, GS-12, Aspistant Service Club Director

188 HAXINE TEETSIL, 0S-12, Assistant Direotor Qrafts Branch
Department of the Army Special Servioe Tsam conduct 2 survey of the
Special Servioe Facilitles, pwogrm, and recroationn] sotivities in
the Republic of Viemm

JQ.M.UM

1R, c%m. ORLANDO, US Army Electronios Gomand. New .!uwhl Introduotory
oan

R, THOMAS PATTERSON, Teen liember

NR. JOHN GAIBL, Team loumber

CU0 RAYOLD WILION, Team lember

Prosent briefing ca the m/'rsw (rmun Imncory qummum
Facility).

© 1900y 1966 :
}MR. YOZ0 XATO, Former ldnister.of Defeipo, Jopan
To observe Civie Aotion prograns.

COLONEL JAMES K. THRRY, USAODC, Combined irms Group .

OOLONEL B.C. OAWPRELL, LMO, USARPAC fr-m COC- . -

: ﬂoumodoomuttunmd%wﬁimumuoad
operational data nquiud tq HQ, USACDC. _

, < -t ‘
21 My 1966 .

PAOFESSOR HENRY KISSINGER, Srecial Assistant to the. President |
To disouse interngtional affairs as they pertain to Vietnan,

- . N R R T
GRIZRAL JOUN K. WATIRS, CINGUSARRAC ¥ v “osiiv i, e 0t fd
. LINUTENANT COLOMRL B.E. TUXTCHELL, ADu SRR
SERGEANT MAJOR F.N. MIGKHAI, Cormand au-ms wer
COLOMEL D.R. DART (Sr Eecort
ummnmr.:. =i (uwm o)
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: Wm Mmllhporﬂe Learned, 1st Inf Div, 31 Jul 66 , : i

!', ‘11 List ::‘ Ot‘tioul Viuz::.m out:ot-cmmtry (Eon't) ‘ ; 3
20 July 1%6 :

SZRGRINT LiAJOR T.L, DOROL . '
. Makdng the rresentation otthoDobol award. ‘ L
. 31 Jly 1966 | : S s _ i
’ t - - :

, 77th Bowber Wing * - ‘ 3
LIBUTEANT OOLONEL ¥W.0. OOONE ) } | j

LAJOR L. TATUM i | , :

. . iUAJOR H.C. BTOVAL 5 ;
CAPTAIN SHITH ) ; :
CAPTAIN HARRIGEN . :
MASTER SZRCEANT MERRELL ] 4
24th Bober Wing ‘ 3

ROTENANT COLONEL DAVIS |
HAJOR DXPONT | 5
CAPTAIN GAUURAY |
CAPZAIN XIDD ‘
CAPEAIN RIGGS r i
MASTER SIRCEANT STH : ;
hmmmmunuummmmmwmmwmu :
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.. HEADQUARTZRS
1ST INPANTRY DIVISION ARTILLIRY
APO US Foxoes 96345

SUBJECT: After-sction Report-Phu Loi Paoification Task Poroee
Hamlet Development Progrea

01 See Distribtution
1. References iet Infantzry Division OPLAN 10-66 (Lamsen 1I)

2, The Phu loi Paoification Tesk Forue conduoted ite firet
"County Pair" and hamlet search operstion bezinning 260300 lay 65,
By 1600 hxe the Task Force had completed a comprehensive effort te
attack % infrestruoture while attaining a peychologioal initiative
with ihe population, While the two hamlets were being seaxched,
the villegers wore colleotqd near the center of the hamlets. Here
they wers soreened, and moYed to the Hamlet Fair ares., While all
males betveen the ages of 15445 were taken to the National Polioce
Hgs. for further recoxds check. The approxioately 2000 people
remaining in the hamlet were moved into a Eamlet Feir area, Here
16 teams, rlus the village, District and Province Chiefa vers nsed
to explain the purposes of the operation, feed and control the
orowd, and obtain intelligence information,

3« Rxtensive measures were taken to allay the fears of the
pecple and explain the reasons for the search operstion, entertainment
and psy aotivities, official speeches, rice distribution, medical
assistance, intelligence interrogations, recoxds checks, W apure~
hensions and feediag and on the spot compensation for dammze, A1
these omntributed to impressing the hamlet residents that yovernnent
foxoes, assisted by the T3, were determined to conduot a strong but
fair campaign to permanently destray Y influence in the Dinh Phue
Binh Fhueo ares, After severa) initial control problems wers solved
on the spot, this portien of the operation procesded satisfactorily,

4e The primaxy coconplhimmt wos the demonstration of an

. offective technique to bring the govemment, including necessaxy

foroe to initiate law and order, to & contested hamlet, Without the
oordon and search the opemation would have bean merely & fostival,
Without the "Hamlet Pair" the operation would have been another
"police aotion", Together, the effoxt was a useful means of deginne
ing s pacification drive. All pexticipants, US and ARVN, were im-
pressed with the demonstrated potential, In addition to the efforte
of police to speed necessary checks, other gestures of concem had a
vinable effsct on the orowd as the day progressed. People relaxed,
ate, and bhezan to talk among themselves, and left in a generally
Zrimdly mood, .

5¢ Problems areas snoomtered by the Task Foroe and asssoxted
oivil and militaxy units wexe defined at several oxitiques attended
by all GVN, ARVK and U5 staff and command elements involved, 4
detailed listing of these problems and solutions is sttached Appendix
1, Emphasis is omtered primarily on US/Wetnsmese coordination and
the lack of understanding of functions and xelatithships within the -

Tned 12 Operational Report-Lesscus Leamed, 1st Inf Div, 31 Jul 66 .
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opexation, In addition, severe) essential items of equipment and

opersting techniques wers identified. The expexrience gained in this
operation provides the basis for positive improvements in the next

Hamlet laix, "
FOR TI3 GOMMANDER; -
/
»
/s/#illington J Strickfaden
Jt/TEBLINGTON J. STRICL® DI
Major Artillexy
. Adjutant .
DISTRIBUTIONs . co 0k
Special
5 « S5th ARVN ; .
5 = Dinh Duong Seotor
, -y o ¥ .
: o o

A TRUE QOPY"

el BLd,

WILLIAM L PONDER JR . !
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APPRNDIX 1 T0 “HAMLEP rm" APTER ACTION » rmmm AREAS AND
STAPISTIC.\L SUMMARY

1o The following problen aveas in the oonduct of the pacifie
oation operation were identified by Binh Duong Province, 5th ARWN
Division, lACY: Mvilow, and Pacification Task Poxrce personmnel and
a combined oritique conducted at Binh Duong Seoctoxr Hesdquarterw,

[ W nnm_u.ne Phases
(1) Problems Diffioulty in identifying.snd orienting
all individuals, both US and Vietnamese, who were to be aotually
involved in accomplishing the planning and execution of the operations,

- be Seaxch Phase:

(1) Problem: Insufficeat numbexr of seaxch dogs %0 i
aoooupany esearch tesms, . . : . j

Solutions The number of dog tesms available will - :
be depmdmt on the numder of search areas in s partioular hamlet. !
As & general ule two (2} dog teams lhou.ldbcmipoddimﬂ:to :
unhmupots-mumhtu-. )

(2) P:vblut Laok ot nuumt- for inspecting ) ; ‘
tunnels, . . !

Solutions It will be the responsidility of the
search elenent ohain of ocommand to insure -that a flashlight is
uligud to sach search tean prior to the operstion.

i
(3) Problems Seaxch CP operation was hampered by :

overflov and area ocongestion from Hamlst novolop-nt Yair site md. ) ) g
Moq\m;o oommiutionl. . "
!

(a) Solutiom The search comaand pout will be
placed in & looation s0 ocongestion is not oaused by vehiocles, oivile . '
ians, oxr YO suspects boine Prooessed or interrogeted, _ f

- (v) The Search CP will have adequate oommio&ﬁm
with all ‘seaxch leaders u well as Paix officials,

(o) Smtor will provide PRO-6's to net ﬂth ucch ST i
oontrol hudqurtou. ‘ " }

(4) Pmblnl Seerch tuu Were not treined in searh
tomn toohn!.quu. . .

"

Sohtiml

(o) +1¢ will de the responsibility of the National
mxo-uhwammum.mmmmm
wethods of nuolu.nc

) munn-ﬁnu-oh’.m.a'umnmh oot O
0 insure uunn teams are swaye of thd: xum:lm&ﬁ-.

- (o) A ohetk 1ist will be available tu:unhhoulo
40 -insure that all aress of the search have been oonduoted,. It will
hmmmtmtwotthommdud'unumu:mput
mmmcnmm.. WM}&IMM”
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umhod,' it will be given a numover applicable to & number system on
& master overlay to the search command post. Eaoch search team chief
will insure marking material is available,

(d) It will be the responsibility of each search
tean leader to Jnow his exsot location at all times in acoordance
with the manter overlay.

0o Assembly Area Fhase.
(1) Problems Adequete oontrol of the population,

(a) It will be the responeibility of the Haticaal
Police to establish screening teams in the sssembly area for those
men being evacuated to the National Police and those being teken to
the Falr  Loudspeakers will be available from ps; war units to
assiet in this ocontrol,

(v) XNationsl Polioe units will also insure that
oontrol is present for movementa of the popuhtion from the assemdly
ares to the Faix,

{c) ngineer tape should be used to enoircle the
entire sasemdbly ares as well as the County Fair,

(d) HP/PF forces should secure area,

(s) Loudspeakers should be used to explain to
oivilians why the men between 15~45 are being taken to National Polioce
Headquarters, They should state that they will retum as soon as
possidlo,

2. Prodlem: M,{- and yround loudspeakers did not broadoaut
the same taxt, .

Solutions Sincs a sufficient numbor of ground units are
available, ground elements only will be uud.

4+ Hamlet Fair Fhase,
(1) Prot emt Fair operations require sa 0IC,
Solu.ion: Mietriot Chief is in charge of the
search and Mair opsration; the Sector 8-5 will be direotly responsible -
for the Fair operetions, A parellel U3 cbain of cozmand will be
Loxned,

(2) Prodlea: A requirement exists for better oontrol
and ooordinasion of the hamlet fair ares,

Solutiona:

{a) A fair coordination and oantrol point vill de
satablished and manned Yy the ARVN OIC and US ropresentatives to
coordinate the over all activities and to f.omm. immediate reaction
0 probtlexs.

(b) - Bach station within the hamlet fair ares ehould .
have AEVN and U3 representatives in chaige :-msuo t the ARW
end U8 0I0 for contrel and oommum

Inal 12 Opumom Beport-Lessons Loarped, m.xn: Div, 1 Wl 66 (On'\)
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(o) All persornel in the hamlet fair area must
initially be briefed in detail by tho ARVK OIC as to the procedures
t0 be followed and aotivities availabis in the faixr avea,

(d) A prorram will be prepared ooverinzg the
schedule of fair aotivities,
' (e) mgineer tape and rope will be used to assist
in oontrolling movement between statiuns,

(£) When the people are relessed to the fair area
they will be sub-divided into initial groups.

(3) Problemt Tendency of people to leave the fair area
prior to completion of the seaxch,

. (4) Problem: The ID and 969 area tends to distract the
people from ‘the rest of the activities in the hamlet fair ares.

Solutiau ]

(a) Detatled explanation of the 969 and ID aree
ahould be acoomplished by the Distriot Chief in the Assembly aAres,

(b) The 969 and ID ares should be cordoned off fiom
the rest of the Hamlet Fair stations with adequate ARVN guard and oot
trol ‘pexwonnel present,

(o) A segment of the people in the assembly avee
should be designated for the 969 and ID oard stations, The remainder
of the people will be frec to take part in the other astivities in the
Eamlet fair ares until such time 83 they are Tequired to enter the
969=ID area. ..

‘(5) Problem: Insufficient number and type of stations’
dn the haalet faiyr area, '

Solutians The ARW/US staff should inorsase tae.
mnbo: and type stations for each aotivity dependantmn the population
dmiv. .

{6) Problem: Overcrowdir; o the entertainsent aves ky
ARV and US soldiers and National Polioce,

Solutiona:

{a) Tt will be the respomsibility of the OIC (US)
of the Hamle$ Fair srea to insure that U3 seldiars- stay eway froam the
Hamlet Falr area and particularly the entertainment stations unless
absolutaly necessaxy.

(b) The 0JO (mt) of the Hamlet Paix axes 'ild
insure that ARW soldiers not mingle with the villagers within the fair
area unless absolutely mouuv.

(o) National Police offtcials vill insure thad
members of National Police sesrch teans stay within their areas of
respongidility and out of the Hamlet FPair avesa, Those Faticoal lolice
asigned 40 the falr periaster guasd will not leave their posts to
xingle with the villagers unless cslled for by the Hsmles Pair Qfficiala,

Inel 13WWW, T Int Div, 3t N1 6 (cu'm
( ‘CONFIDENTIAI.

.

e b s bt it B g e ol




'COMFIJENTIAL ’ |
' (a) A1l txon e w'1ll be briefed on this pmblem ' f i
prior to movemet to the target ..vea, ’

(7) Problems There ia a need for a olearly defined
Telief area. ’

-Solution: Twe letrine screens for male and female
will be loocated adjacent to the Hamlet Fair area and appropriately

. Barked, .
, N o, Misosllaneous, ' :
{1) Problems Vehicles loaded with perishable naxket
g . goodo were Cetained in the Damlet area resulted in spoilage, | :

Solution:

(a) After the hanlet area is sealed, all vehioles
$rying to enter the area should not be allowed to enter; :

(b) Persannel with perishable goods on hand comld
be given priority to process through the 959 van and temporaxy TD oaxrd o -
stations and allowed to depart the area, o .

{c) The D‘\.atrict Chief did pay compensation for
those items that spoiled during the dey of the Hamlet mrs He mi
oontidue to pay villagers for this apoilage, .

(2) Problems ARW and US-vehioles blocked the 1oad
along the Hamlet Fair aroa. '

" Solutiont Parldngs am should be apooiﬁ.ed for
ARVN and US vehioles and should bd looated ewsy fxom the Hamlet Fadx
area, Only vehicles essential for the hamlet Fair opontionn vill b
allowed to romain in the aree..

24 STATISTICAL SW:

o .& National Police. _

(1) Total screened 294 : - Lo
{2) -YC Cadre oaptuﬁed 2 . BT

(3) ARVN deserters 3 »

£ ' (4) Tumols 2 : .

: be 969 Van Intexviewed 420

o. MICAP 750 ‘ *

- e .
i

d, lsterials Distriduted.
(1) Rioce (kilos) 1000
(2) Candy {oases) 8-
(3) Wik (cans) 620 i ¢
Inal 1zwmmumm. mn\!mv. 2 a6 (Coa's)
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' e, Psyohologioe) Opex :iio .3,
{1) Lecflets (totul 76,000-969)
{a) Airbropped in operation area 36,000,

{b) Hand Distributed (including routes) 40,000,
{2) oOtuer printed material,

(a) "Support ARVN" posters 500,

(b) "Why your nen are in the Aray* 300,
(o) "my fight the OV '300.

1) -'nof..t the 70 booklet 300.

‘i © {e) o song book 500.
{f) Bonolulu Conferance 300

i .
| ~(3) Audio Commmioations,
i

(a) Face to faces 2,000 people, oantinucus
operaticns G houxs 40 ninutoa, altermnating 8 Psy./ar and entertainaent
units,

’ (b) Loudspeaker ships 5 hamlets in /., B, ¢
areas QPLAN 10~66 2 hours, '20 minutou Curfex resnht:l.one. :
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Appendix 2 (Cheoklist for Eouse Search) to APTER ACTION REPORT
CHECKLIST FOR HOUSE SEARCH

HOUSE NUMB®ER
SEARCH PARTY NUMBER .
1. House checked inside? Yo 1 1w [
2, House cheoked outeide?  Yes|_] No [ ]
3+ Garage or storage ares
checked? Yea[ ] ® [}
4. Outeide wooded area .
checked? Yo ] ¥ []
5. Pro-Government in houss . o :
oY surrounding area? Yosm No m
6. Pro-VC indications in :
house or surroundings? Yoam No [:3
7. Tunnels '
e Depth of funrnel ox ) )
oave? On im  3m om nore
o O v B (-
2. Number of side
passages? 1 2 I 3 T BOXe
50 Cheocked? J.l ‘: .No D
4. Requires Dog Teanm ‘
* check? Yoo CJ . Ko D
8. o or Wate:
1, False bottome :
" checked? ©ove 1 me 3
2. Requires mine-
detector cheok? Yo ]  me [
9. Natexholes

1. Number of waterhole:

heere Sdddad

2s A1l watex-hole
* bottoms ohecksd?  Tes ] ¥ ‘(1

3+ Requires Mine- ,
detector oheak? Yoo D ¥o D

S3/80H TRAM CHIWP,

FOLLOW-UP OXEOX :
m:zwmw.tqmmv,nm“(uw)
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HBAD UALPERS o f
PU LOT PACIFICATION TASK POROE - - f
18P INPANTRY DTVISION ARTILLERY : ?

APO US Porces 96345 ’ : ;

: , ‘ 11 June 1966 :
: SUBTECT: TAN PHUOC KEANH Operafion Sumzary |
20 See Distribution , _:

1, GEIZRAL: The second major hamlet senl and search operstion 5 ‘

conducted by the Phu Loi Pacification Task Farce centered on ihe Tan : ) i
. Phuoo Khanh hamlet complex, XT864168, Initial skepticism conceming L
" the effectiveness of search operations was dispelled during the 7F's ., . . |

first operation in-Binh Bhuan, XT887144, Combined US-ARVN planning: : A

for the second operation went extremely well, and at the. decision . . : Co -

bziating given to the commander, Sth ARVN Division and the A%, 18t : ' i
CL Inf Div, the combined task force was given all the support ani forces i :
P required, As s cmuequmco. the task organization expanded to include, : i
| in eddition to 1/26 Inf, A 1/4th Cav (+) and 1st Inf Div UEICAP and :
: support troops, and the 2/7 Iaf, S5th Recon Qo, Psywar, Civio loiion, !

and cultural teans, anéd the Diviaion Band, all from Sth ARVN Division, ’ ! : ¥

: In addition, numerous Binh uong sector forces ware commitied to . : ' 3
- . includes - 262 RP Co; 265 RF Co; Plat. 775 B¥ Co; Sector Intel Flatoon; ) i ;
; Bational Polioe Platoon; RP-PF Band; Chieu Hoi Squad; Sector Cultural : i ]
! Team and the Province Youth and Agriculturael .Services, Six ssarch
; dog teama were furmished by the III Corps Adv Om. Two intervogation Lo '
teams were furmished by MACV, Task ormiutioa utilisation ic depicted B . ! h 3
in appendix one) ) . : e .

E . 2 3SUSICE OP ACTIONS:
‘,

‘ &, The operation oommenced at 011845H June whcn elenents ct : i

' the 1/26 Inf (-), with attached A/1/4 Cav (+) and the 7th Co, Tth ARN ;

; Regt initiated moveamt to surround Ten Phuoc Khamh, XT 884168. 4, B i
and C 1/26 conducted - airmobile mssaults into 13's north, eaht, and : ‘
south of the target ares, while the remaining clements moved hy zround, : .
The xepid movement to seal the-village, accomplished by 2010 houxs,
1 Jun 66, was essential in order to off-set the loss of stxatezic . i

‘ surprise oocasioned by the pubdlicity givem to the previous operation. ) !

. In order to out off possidle W escape xoutes north, & night airmobile o !
asssult was oonducted, lmdinc A/1/26 Inf in blooking positions vic A g
neamo at 01 22208 June 1 . . ; :

: be At 020605 June the 2/1 Int (-), ARVE ‘entered: Ten oo '
Khaph hanlet complex, population approximately 9000, and established |, .
ooxdon lines 4ividing the hamlet into tlives mections, Binh Duong . :
i Province ssarch forces followed, and altex they had deplayed throughe
H out the village, all men ages 15-45 were assembdlad, with secxch force
: assistonce, aad moved to the Natianal Police hecdquarters at P Ouong
! for .soraening, Of the total of 740 men soreemed, interia reports frim
| ; the National Folice shows 20-VU suspeots., 9-deserters; 4 with false -
| : " ID caxds, 13-formar Yo (probation vioulstion), snd 62-draft dodgersi - N
. Al b tbovo are deing detained ct,loum ?ou« Murtm : i

z;o,mmuprtmw mmuv.nm“ A :
| counnemm | =
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SUBJECTs TAN PHRUOC KHANH Operation ' immavy 11 June 1966

6 Aftoer the men had departed the hamlet, intemal cordon
elemeate changed to divide the h:mlat complex in half, All seaxch
forces (three companies (+)) were concentretod in the northem and’
ezstemn portion of tha hanmlet and the residents of thrt ares were
moved to the hamlet festivel area. After semrch of the fivst half of
the villege had been completed search forces were re-deployed to the
westem half of the hamlet where they searched until 1700 hours, The
search foxrcer 1in conjunction with both intemal and extemal cordon
slemanis, were successful in apprehending an additional teenty f{ive
(25) suspects, to include three women carxying medicel supplies, and
ter men hiding in haystacks and wooded axesas, 1Iwo tunnals were found
Yy attached soout dogs,

ds At 020830 June the Binh Duong Province Band sounded the
start of the Hamlet Festivel, Hamlet residents begon arriving in the
ares by 0900 hours. and were greeted by members of the Binh Tmong
Revoluiionary Devolopment (adre Team Vi After the 5th ARV Band pleyed
the Vietnamese National Anthem, sultural teams fiom 5th ARVN Division

‘and province presented traditional dances and pantomines. The Prove

ince Chief, Lt Col Ba, and detrict Chief, Capt FPhuo, spoke to the
people explaining the goverument's program and urging them to the

GVN csuse. The Province Chief was present throughout the dey, telking
to eldors, heads of households, and on one occasion taking over the
Youth 3ervices Session. Deiailed layout end funotion of the Hamlet
Featival are depicted in Appendix Three.

ee At the MEDCAP etation 1,087 men, wonen and children were
treated by medical and dental teams from Div arty and 5th iRVN livision.
3600 meals of hotdogs. potato selad, and cold milk we:e served by Task
Force elements - the peoplo responded fevorcble to the change in their
menu, The reapanse to the egricultural team's demonstration of bulgar
wheat preparation was equally impressive. Six 969 interiogation tents
were utilized. Of the 325 individuals interrogated, iwo were on the

dlecklist end tumed over to National Police authorities, Ome of these -

was allegedly the VC village seorstaxry. Also of nota is the faot thet
a sketoh of Fhu lLoi was found on the body of ane VC XIA., The majority
of the persons guestioned in 969 facilities were cooperative and in
numerous ocses information concerning VC tax collection, guerrillas,
and cadre was offered, This information will be exploited, In the

. late aftermoon, VIS representatives showed movies to & sizable colleo-
* tion of edults and childran, The Hamlet Festival was conoluded &t

1530 hours by the 18t Infentry Division 3and marching through the

tom, After search forces had completed their assigned sectors in

the eastern half of the hamlot they were moved to the western portion
of the hamlet where they searched until 1700 hours, By 1730 all ele-
ments of the Hamlet Pestival, and three elements of the search forces,
the 262 K7 Co, 265 RF Co, and 5th ARVN Recon Co, had cleared the hame
lot. Tents remaining in the Hamlet Peatival were secured hy the 2/7
Inf and the Task Porce CP area was secured by the Sector Intell Flstoon.

£, During the night of 2 June the 1/26 Inf (+) continued
to seal the village area, The following momming search foroes xe-
entered Yan Phuoc Khanh at 0615 hours and dejloyed throughout the
weetearn portion of the hamlet to once again seaxch that area wiile
residents from that half of the village assembled for the second day
of tha Hamlet Festivel. The search showed remarkabls success - during
ths ity 48 VCS! were located in various hiding places throughout the
viliage, from haystacks and tunnels to woodpiles and watch towers,

Incl 13 Operetional Meport-lasscas Learnod, 1st Inf Div, 31 el 66 (Oon't)
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SUBJECT: TAN PEUOC KH'WH Opexat'un £ immery 11 June 1966

The cooperation of the villagers in assisting seaxch foxoes was
heartening, At the modbile interrogation facility, one individwal .
volunteered information comceming a VO hiding in a pottexy Jfoctoxy;
as a consequence, National Folice were successful in apprehending 10
W8, Another vilisger indicated that 4 VC hiding near their house
andsearch tosms were eble to oepture the men. VC ocapturad inoluded
two femsle nurses, one intelligence apecialist, two finance and

' edonomy cadre, and ons oall leader,

&« By the end of two days, esotivities of tne hamlet festivel
elements had sucoeeded in softening and chenging the attitudes of ine
dividuals hostile to the government, Over 2000 people had gone through
sither theMEDC/P or dental fa0ility, a two day total of 6800 meals had
been served, and 1200 bage of rice had been distributed. The cadre

. tean was extremsly effective in controlling the movement of people
within the urea as well as influencing their attitudes, Ry introducing
. the teams via the hamlet festival, the transition from primarily a

is faoilitated, Late in the afterncon, the Province Chief siopped the
fostival in order to show the people a number of captured T and wea-
pons. The paychological impact of this presentation was imprscuive.

he By the close of the gsecond day of searching through Tan
Phuos Khanh, there was still a subatantial amount of intelligence,
relating to W yet hiding in the village, which had not beon exploited.
As & oonsequence, it was decided to extend tha operstion further, At
040630 June search foroes consisting of an R# cowpany, an intelligence
platoon, amd a National Police platoon retfurned to the hamlet to con=
duet searches in select locations. A total of 19 persons to include
' 2 females, were apprehended in the village area. One W suepect was
bdrought to the TF HQ by villagexs who found him hiding in & wooded
area, A confirmed VC led an intelligence platoon to a Wi weapons cache
oonsisting of one U3 M-1 C.rbine, one CHICOM Carbine, 35 rcunds of
- +30 cal ammunition, wed equipment, and VC tax collection statistios.

TR

1. "During the third day of operations, 4 June, & total of °
92 oivilians were soreened within the 969 interrogation tents. One
wopan who had volunteered information leading to the apprehension of
& V0 puspect hiding in a coffin was given 200 SWN, All villagexs
appaared to be vory cooperative and sincere about their answers, Yexy
fow meit volunteered to fumiash information in order to obtain a sack
of rice and the women gquestioned generrlly did not know information
concerning VU installations. Many women did, however, fumish nune
erous names of VC sympathisers in the Tan Phuoc XKhanh area, These '
namés were added to exiating "blaokl:lsts"

. Jo As the duy's Opontion closed, it was evident that the
oivilisn population truly wanted to aseist friendly units securing
their village, Many individuals spoke of W harassing tactios in the

village and steted that, if they had sufficient qoonr:lv, ANy More

peaple would come t0 live there,

X, The Phu Loi Paoification Tesk Porco completed seal and
seaxch oporations in the Tan Phuoc Xhanh area on 5 June with a seaxch
of “ca Mhud hamlet, X1685176. At 0400 hours, slements of 1/25 Inf (+)
anc Tth Co, 7th Regt ARVN moved from night patrol bases tc seal off
the. Zatiot aves. One platoon, 1/26 Inf, was kept Aloft in helicoptezs
arouis VC's be seen leaving the area, A% 0610 hours, seaxch foroes.
elewants Lroh Binh Duong entered the hanmlet, ssseabled tha men for
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SUBJRCT: TAN PHUOC KHAMH Operevion Summary 11 Juns 1966

trensport to the National Police Headquarters et Phu Cuong and, ance ; !
the women and children had left their dwellings for the hamlet fes~
tival area, commenced searching of the area, The searxch was couwe
. pleted by 1200 hours, snd fron the mesgre results, it was olocy that : . : o
the Viet Oong living in the arsa had departed while tha Task IPoxos ' : : - %
was opersting in Ten Phuoo Khanh proper. A mumbeér of women questioned : ; -
at tho 969 tents indioated that small groups of VO (2-3) hnd peased : b
through the village headed north vhen Tan Phudo Khanh was surrounded, i o

PR, AP, ¥

1. The Tan Phuoc Khanh operstion was condluded at 1700 . :
hours on 5 June when the last elements of search and hamlet festival |
foroces had cleared the area, As the results cited above and the ' i
statistice noted in Appendix Two indicate, the operation was a 8ig=

-nificant success, A VC review of the opexation estimated a 50,7 loss
to their capability and a two month period required for recupsration.

3, CONCLUSION:

a8, Varxying the time for surrounding the village area emabled
the Task Force to gain tactical surprise. :

: be Internal cordon forces as used in this operetion must
be clomely supervized to be effective. There was a tendsnoy for ine
temal coxrdon elemsnte to pexmit flow of traffic and women between
the two balwes of the village.

6y Search forces mst be carefully instructed on their
duties. A numbexr of search tecams performed their assigned itagks in
an exemplary matter; others however forgot flsshlighis end search .
checklists and did not report the locations of houses in whioh ws : . i
were found, With the prolonged search period of three days, this |

disadvontage was overcome.

. d, Interrogation of the VC3 within the Task Foxce CP looa= .
tion often was hampered by uneuthoriged spectators and ooccasionally
by impropsr techniques. Prisoners were not isolated Irom their.cohorts
when interrogeated, and in addition, the flow of information beiween
the National Police HQ's, the 969 vans, and the IFW area was not gs
rapid as is desireble,

. The recording snd display of information within the Tesk A ‘ J E
Foroe and search headquarters lagged the actual operation consider= :
ably. Though this did not hamper the execution of plans, it dia .
osuse delay in the changing of instructions. Closer coordinstion
within the ooabined staff nhonld‘ovornome thia ditfiqultw.

£, Introduotion of the cadre to the people via the hamlet o [ Q
tuttm facilitates the transition from's primarily military presence : .
to the oivilian aspeots of the pwi‘giutim ProgTam. '

8« Displaying WO weapons &nd captives.at the Hamlet ) o . ' ;
Fasdival is an effective mohclogiod t«hniqm for dimtmc the R
Vet ocnc from the populace. . o . _ |

* oo & . N
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Appendix One (Task Organisation Utniuuon) To Tan Fhuoo khanh

Operation Sumsary

Coxd

- : 1/26 Infantry
o 7th Co, 7tb Regt ARVN
' ' A Troop, 1/4 Cav ()
t : TX Plat, 1/4 Cav

* L Zntexnal Cordon
' 2/7 Infantxy (=), ARVN
Seaxch Yorcs

252 I¥ Co

265 RF Co

5th Reconnaiasance (o
Intel Plat, 2/7 Inf
Intel Plat, Binh Duong
NP Flat, Binh Duong

VITT Squad, Binh Duong
Seaxch Dog Tms, IXI Coxps
Tunnel Demé Tm, 266 CML Det. (U.S.) |

Eanlet Fostivel

PAT Plat, Cadre Group IV
Plat, 775 RF Co.
5th ARVN Band -
HP-PF Band, Binh Tucdg f
Cultural Tm, 5th ARVN i
Culturel Tm, Binh Duong |
CA 'fms, 5th ARVK P
Poyewar Tms, 5th ARWN l
¢

ol ook o)
MM N
b3 3¢ 54 22
N
PR

MMM AN MMM »
B2 P DY N DI Y »
e

MM M
PPeH MK
——

o oMM
"

VIS Ims, Binh Iuong
Youth Servioces. Binh Duong
Agricultural Service, BD
i MEDCAP, 5th ARVN
MSDOAP, 1at Inf Miv
Interrogations Tas. 1at Inf Div
" Logistical Support Teams, 1at Inf Div !

PEPEII MDD PP DO DD PN
PP 3¢ DS D24 D4 D4 D P PB4 DS B Dt

2 ¢
"
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Appmaix Two (Stoitstical w) to Tan Fhuoo Khanh Operation Summary

The following totslshave besn cbtained during the Tan Phuce nmnh
aresa opexations from 011900 June 1966 to 051400 June 19663

1o FPereonnel smnm-

. , ' T OV KIA=2 )
. T WiAo4 P
We-19 b
W89 '
‘ ) Deserters-21 ;
. 2 False ID's-4 !
Draf't Dodgers=118
Former VC (Probation Viout:lon)-u . o
Mlied KIAD . s
Allied WIA-9

2, Biemy Juipment and Material Losses ‘

3 i - 3 Carbines
] " 7 1 Russian Rifle
1 +45 Cal Pistol
1 445 Cal Revolver US Double Action
10 Grenadea 7 US/2 CHICOM/1 Homemade
%2 Rds +30 Cal Ammo A
2 Russian Stocks _
4 Magesines w/.30 & .45 Cel Rds
6 Ammo Pouohes
6 Dry Batteries, Flectrioal Puzes and Wiring
Medical Supplies
2 Web Delta '/cnntocu
Dooumente: Sketohes of Idv Arty, Fhu I.oi, Binh Duong
indicating important inatallations. '
V0 tax oollcotion receipts.
Palee ARVI discharge pepex (issusd by VC to a Ouomm)
Sketches of US Signal oqupncnt, PRC=S, PHC-8, and wire Xeel
Propagenda booklou.

3+ Hamlet Festival

Teeth pulled=107 (2 days)
MEDCAP-2403 (2 days)

Hsals Served-§800 (2 days)

Bags of Rioe (2-kalc)-1388 (3 Wl)

i e g P T

Mtertainment: .
RP-F¢ Bande3 days
VI8 Combo~3 days Y
Province Cultural rou-s dlrl ,
5¢h ARVN Dand~1 dxy '
1st Inf Div Band-1 dxy
Sth ARVE Cultuxel Teams=-1 day
Youth Sarvice Tean-3 dxys .
Agrioultural lu-vioo n-utuuu-a m-soo samples

Leafletes , oo
%9 Voo 1,760,000
Mo0AP { 0,
Ouxfer " f ono,000
1e$ Inf Div Good Ouy 2,000
Chien : 25,000
CONFIDENTIAL
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Appendix Three (Hsmlet Pestival Operation) to Tan Phuoo Xhazh
Opexations Summary

I. HAMLPY FESTIVAL ORGANIZATION
As Organization of Hamlet Festival ‘otivities

1. 969 = ID (Request for information and district issuance of
special puutg statione are used in conjunotion with esch other, As
oivilians ave yequired to process through the ID station this ensbles
the intelligence people to choose those they wish to question, It is
adrisable to locate this station away from noiay activities such as
the entsriainnent area., Uince the civilians are spt to crowd this
ares to recgive passes white engineer tape 1s used to bdlock off the
area ond fumnel them into the stations, One GP mediux is sufficiaut
foxr the ID “saus while one smell hex tent suffices for oech interrov-
gation tesa, Approximately 5 minutes are allowed for each 369 inter~
view,

2. MEICAP Station: This area is best located near the 9€9-ID
station as civilians tend to congregate there. Medical teams should
be adequ. te to hundlo 404 to 50% of the population. For hig- impeot
value include & dentist. One GP medium tent san handle 4 L5 P teuns
with supnlies. A wash facility is set at the rear ocutside the tent,
Bach team includes a dootor, apecialist, and interpreters Follow-up
visits to the same hamlet after one or two days arc a must,

3, mntertoinment Activitiess This station attracts much
attention continualiy. thus it is imperstive that it is run emoothly.
A stake and platform trailer is used as a stage. Stairs and a public
addreas systom must be provided. Alao, & cover {or the atays is neces«
saxy for protection from the eun and rain. If posaible st.gger the
arrival of ithe sentexrtsinment teams and pre-schedule their performences
to allevinte initial confusion. This area is good for colox. ‘eot
banners depicting GVN revolutionary themea and have all spesches by
Viotnamese officisle aorducted here.

4. Youth Service ictivitys This aervice is a function of
the distriot and necessary to entertain and control the childran at
the festivel, GCemes, singing and a candy hand-out are thair primaxy
capabilities, One 5P medium for shsltar is adequate., Hovies provided
by the Vistnanese Taformation Service and US military will help ithea
control the children,

5, Vietnamese Inforzation Jervice: This service is invelved
in a mltitude of aoctivitiss. They provide two sntertainaent gwmupe;
& Jars oombo smd a culturel tess. Thair speskers are used in senjunoe
41on wivh the US pudlie sddress syetes in the stertainmant al'et and
they provide the equipment for moviss, 4 GP mediuz is adeguate for the
movies, ZThis servios has also mizosllanecus pamphlets &ad magunines
for distridution. ’

6§, Vietnsmese Asricultural Service: This sorvise can provide
information to the sldexs about farming, Thais is an invelusble sexvice
a3 the villngexs are most interested in Mmoeing how GVN can halp thea
ia this azea. Ae bulgear vheat is & food commedity not neceesarily

1tked by moot individualej this team oooks bulger over an open fire
ud diuisibutes sanples.

Ziel : orational Roport-lossons Loarned, 16t Inf Div, 31 X 66 (Coars)
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7» PayWar/CA Toamss Th. in.:ial oordoning stsge requires orowd
eontrol. Tne Vietnamese teams work well here, At the begluning of the
search phage they retum to the Famlet Pestival for crowd control and to
single with the orowd to disouss GVN opportunities, The Ca tesm is used
initially to guide snd control the civilians entering the fostival area,
Duxing the festival they mingle with the crowd to find out what the
people want and need and help the youth service control the children.
They are helpful in handing out clothes, eto, to the civilians, .

8, Internsl Control Cadre:s Groups used in this funoction have
besn the RP-PP Revolutionary Development cadre and Pay'iexr/C: teams,
Al) have done a tremendous job, dbut the seme group shoud be wsad oone
tinuously to prevent initial oonfusion as to their duties, ‘hexs is
& naed for ushering the oivilians from the assembly area to the fastival,
greating them at the entrance, helping them £ind the various activities,
mv:l.d:lng ocontrol of various activities and urvine luncheon lines,

: 9¢ Reception Centors A small tent is used for & oontxol cene
texr to great VIP personnel and to solve problems that arise :Ln the
festival ared, A xadio or telephone is looated here.

-+ .10, Shelter Tants: i adequate number of tents should be
provided for the population to proteqt them from the sun and rsine
This foature helps control as it demonstrates interest in their wel=
fare and keeps them et the festival, Tents alsv provide a zood atmos=
phere for small discussion groups. .

I, FUNCTIONING OF HAMLET FESTIVAL

Interest displayed by the Task Force's combined staff helped .
Hamlet Peatival operations in Tan Phuoo Khanh and Hoa Nhut to become
& aignificant suoccess. Ampls planning time and continuocus coordina-
tion resulted in smooth assembly end deployment of the large Festival
Task Force, MNovement from the assembly area to. the Hamlet Festival
area was oontrolled by members of the 5th ARWN Division PsyOps teans.
At the entrance the civilians were greeted by members of the Revolue
tionary Development cadre and then assembled at thé entertainment ares
where the R?FF Provinocial band was playing. The district chief
explained the reasons for our presence and the opportunities GVN would
bring to them, Next, the sector 3-5 spoke expleining the Hamlet
Pestival -nd its activities. Cadre membors then separsted the gathering
into groupas taking them to the various activities. mtertainment
oontinued throughout the day. The 1st Infantry Divieion Band played,
ending their program by marching through the hamlet streets, Other
entertainment groups included the Provincial RF-PF Band, sultural
teams and VIS jasz combe. 5th ARVN Division provided their band and -
tultural teems. Medical aid to include dentsl sexvice foxr civilisns
and RP~FP families waa given by elements of the 1st Inf v irty and
5th ARVN medioal teams. For the enjoyment of. everyone the Vietnamese
Infoxrmation Service provided ‘Testern and Culiursl movies for adults

* end children, The Vietnamese Youth Sexrvice organised the Hamlet

ohildren into singing troops smd various ball gaxes. In one inntance
the Provinoe Chief played ball with the ohildren to tho delight of
everyons, After cooking dulgar wheat over an opu fire the Viqtmnu
Agrioultural Servioe served samples to the haslet population, Ae this
oomodity is sometimes discarded by the Vietuamese a3 an unfevoxeble

" food this helped oomvinoe them that when prepared properly it oan he

an appelising dlshe A “969" Volunteer Informsation Service uhrdcnd
wny otil'ius in an attempt to gather Viet Comg intelligence, A
2-ii'# iay of captured VC rice was um to nu tuu intexviewed,

tne, 12 % crational Report-lLossons Loarnod,- ist lnt Div, 31 Jul 66 (Ocn's)
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Results of this service can be found in the 8-2/3 portion of this
report, Coupled with the above activity the Province National Police
ran an identification check and issued temporary paases for ocivilien
1 oontrol, At noon s luncheon oonsisting of hot dogs, potato sclad or
Lo rice, milk, juice and all the extras was served to the people, BEven
3 though the people commanted about the unusual and straonge taste of the
3 | food they all retumed for seconda and thirds. Mingling with the
- - orowd throughout the day were elemeants of the 5th ARVN and Binh uong
. province Foywar teams. They formed small disoussion groups relating
the faots of GVN opportunities, Many villagers were found to have
1ittle knovledge of the government of South Vistnam., During all
Hamlet Foustivals shelter is provided for the population., Yithout
shelter from the sun or rain many women with small ohildren and the
elders desire to return home. Since apprehensions xun high with the
15-45 year old age group of men gone every oomsideration is given to
the families remaining. 4s this demonstrates intercst in their welfave
this is a step in convinoing the people that GVN cen meet their needs.

II1, SUGRESSTIONS AND RECOIR{ENDATIONS

A. Suggestions More Hamlet Festival activities will bring moxe
CWN opportunities to the psople and establish greater rapport for
th‘i!_ retum,

Recormendations Mors activities such as the Vietnamese
Bduoational Service, Agriocultural Sexrvice, NACO and Veterinarian
Services should be called upon to place displays at the Hamlet
Fentival,

B, Suggestion: There is a need for extemsive intemal control..
Someone is needed to lead the people from the assembly aroca to the
festival, groct them when they enter and show them the various astive
ities. These people would serve in the mess lines and station them-
selves at differont activities to guide the civilians,

Recommendations A spscicl team consistiug of Vietmemose
personnel should be organized at Provinoe lcvel for use at the Hamlet
Peatival for intoxnal ocontrol,

C. Suggestions In that some villagers are ignorent of WG activity
around them and others fully awnre of it we would gain p-yoholo'n.osl
advantage by showing what we find,

Recommendation: Propuo a weapons and oquipumt display for
the people, The display would oonsist of things found in and around
the village, OCaptured personnel ocould also be duployod by the Province !
or Distriot Chief.

‘\.. . ’ ﬂ .
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Inclosure 15 Operctional Report Le sons Leamed, 1st Inf Div, 31 Jul 66
Resuma of Battle of LOC NINH Rubber Plantation

‘ ! 2 Bn, 28th Infantyy
Loo ¥inh, South Vietnam (maoe)
12 June 66

RESTME of BATTLE of LOC NINH RUBBEB PLANTATION

The Battle of the Loc Ninh Rubber Plantntion was oonduoted under
the cenoyy of the geatly rolling Loc Ninh Rubbar Plantation two kiloe.
neters west and northwest of Loo Ninh, cooxd XU737097, Vegetation
under the 60 fi, rubber trees was negligible, *eather for the opera~
tion was fair with the exeoption of hoavy ground fog in the early °
morninge The fog delayed the helibome portion of the operation
foom 0620H until 0815H when the fog dissipated sufficiently to allow
the HU1D helicopters to make theix lift of one CIDG platoon and one
platoon from A Co into the 12 vic coord XUT02112, Touchdovm wag
1108357 Jun 66 following & five minute gwmnehip preparation in the
m‘. . ' '

The ground blocking elements, two platoons from A Co, departed
tho Loc Ninh area at 0715H along Route Red and Route Blue, respece
tively, At O0735H these elemente reported receiving S/A fire from
approximstely cne platoon of VC vic coorxd XU71 5093, A Co's 8imm
mortars were fired into the area with unimown results, In the same
wo, at 0810H, the blooking elements had three wounded by S/i fire
from the VO positions at the top of Hill 150, The 81mm moxicrs
from A Co were again called on the hilltop, Following the sortaz
barrage the two blocking platoons moved into positions to the south
and east of the W looations on Hill 150, vie cooxd XUT15095.

The heliboxne e¢lements after their initial landing, headed )
gouth toward their original objective of the Villege Nr. 10 complex,
centexsd at XU710100- “t 0849H the blocking elements reported
rooeiving MO fire fm : bunker at vic coord XUT17095, Upon receive
ing this information the CIDGeA Co elements alterad their wuission
and moved gouth to assist against what was now estimated %o be at
leagt one VC platoon entrenched on top of Hill 150. A Co's platoon
moved to the north of the VC positiona’ tying in with the two blocking
forces on the east and south, thus forming a U-shaped ring open to
the NW, The CIDG platoon attempted to pentrate the VC positions from
the NW, but were repulsed by heavy S,/A and AW fire coming from the
well entrenched enemy. The CIDG elements then displaced, tying in
with A Co's blocking elements on the souths 81mm mértars were
immedintely called in o the noxth, asaling off any W route of
w:lthdraw&l.

Due *o the intensity of tilo fighting © 00 was alertsd at 0910H
to be prepared to move on'foot to aseist A Co. At 0940H C Co was
crdered to move in support of the elements arcund Hill 150, By
1030H A and C.Co had linked up, C Co méving around towerd coord
ATT13098. As C Co moved to effeot tie in, A Co indicated that W
‘yere moving to the NE towaxd Hill' 177, vio doord XU721111. ¢ Co
was them ordered by the Battalion Compander to movo north to intcroept
and attack the V0 in that vioinity, v

Upon approching coord XU720104 c Co ran .'mto mtmc ground fire
fxom at leest one VC ocompany firmly entrenched in bunkeis viih overw
head covir in the vic of Hill 177, .Artillexy avd 4.2V. mortar fire
was oall2d on the ¥C poaltions and’ %o the north. to prevent the W
froa e« 1ving, At 1200H C Co requested mﬂidn Tagupply and
further c.71istance to maneuver against tha endmy force, ‘In less
the ¥ u T fv. inuker two helicopter.logds of amuiniiion were airw
Ameed et Sote front unu. m :ooon mutoon ‘u M:la.td;

1
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Inclom 15 Opemtional Report-L -asous Loarnoed, 18t Inf Div, 31 Jul 66
RESUME' of BATTLE of LOC NINH RUE:ER l’LANTATION (CON’I“D)

dispatohed on foot from Loo Ninh with still additional ammumnition
ard a mission of aiding the C Co attacking elements south of Hill
177

The Recon element moved to A Co's CP looation, vic cooxrd
XUT20092 and then proceeded north to assist C Co, killing three
Y snipers along the way, At 1330H Recon and C Co linked up with
Reoon being placed on € Co left fiank vic cooxd XU717104. In pree
pexation for an assault, more artillery was fired on the W posie-
tions around Eill 177. The attack commenced at 1425H with C Co on
line east to west and the Recon Platoon pinching in on W trenoclwork
from the west along a ridgeline running north vic cooxd .U715113,

At this point the W concentrated their fire on Recon and C Co -
platoon on the left, hurling grenades and firing S/A from the treos,
Simul taneously, the VC bezan hitting the Recon Flatoon's left flonk
with intensified SA and AW fire. The Recon in tum attempted to
fall back to prevent the VU enveloping movement, Vwhile in the process
of accomplishing this maneuver, the W moved a machinegun into a
trench oocupied by the remeining Recon elemerits, resulting in the
Y overrunning the positions, C Co immediately counterad with its
reserve platoon, eliminating the VC resistence, pushing the eneny
off Hill 177 into the artillexy volleys to the north and northwest,
terminating this portion of the battle at around 1116158 Jun 66,

Mesnwhile, in the A Co area to the south, conseoutive issaults
from the north, south, and west failed to dislodze the VC from theixr
entrenched positions. A CIDG company moving west on patrol was
diverted into a blooking position vic coord XU 700090, 4 Compeny‘s
81mm mortars continued to pound the VC positions, but to no apperoent
avail, The Bn Commander then decided to coumit his final rescrve,

B Co,-at 1430H, at the same time moving the CIDG company east to
XU713090 into a more advantageous blooking and maneuvering location.

When B Co linked up with A Co at 15001 the A Co elaemenis were
repositioned to allow the artillexy to fire & preparation all aleng
Hill 150 prior to an assault by B Co. In the meantime the CIDG
Platoon attached to A Co and positioned vio coord XUT14093 retreated
to the south after their interpreter had been killed by the VU, thus -
ocreating a gap in tne A Co lines on the south, The SF advisor them
Joined A Co until the battle ended.

Following a sixteen volley artillexy bombardment B Co assanlted
Hill 150 at 1630H, completely overrumning the VC positions, The WO
£fled to the south and ran into a heavy volum of fire from the CIIG
blooking force, oauaina the YC to scatter SW in complete disorganisa=
tion.

After the final assauli, consolidations were made in the Bat-
talion Zone of Acti m, Casualties were then. evacuvated, ammmition
resupply was effected, and the battleiield wag policed of W bodies
and equipment with a thorough search of the entire areas The Bn then
zmoved on foot back to base vamp location around the Loo Ninh aintrlp,
final eleuents closing at ‘11 100H Jun 66, -

“, Cacualty Piguress” e
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A - 33 KIA - 98 i
T¥h - 33 WIA « 1 {Captured)
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Inelosure 15 Oporational Report-lessons Loarned, 1ot InfDiv, 31 Jul 66
RESUME of BATTLE of LOC NINK RUSBER FLANTATION (CONT!D)

The eneay force was estimated to be from two to three main
foroce VO companies. Because of the nature of resistance
this estination was never apparent until approximately

1200KE,
. 2, Enexy Zguipment Captured: .
a. 60mn mortar - 1ea complete w/ammmnition
b, BKS Rusaian Carbine - 1ea
oo Panserfaust » fes w/ammunition
R d. MG-42 Machinegun = les
. 0, YVC Vabgear
f. W medioal Supply
he Numerous grenades, mines and 8/A ammunition
3, Ammnition Expendeds
8. O1mm mortars - 400 HE, 14 111,
b, 4.2" mortars » 95 HE, 5 WP
0, 105mm Arty = 1143 HE
de Small Arms - Two basic loads
4, Adr Sorties Flowns )
Ai» was used to blook VO route of escape to the west side
. ~of the battle ares, Sixteen sorties were flown by F=-100's,.
F=4C's and Navy A1H aircraft. Ordnance expended as followss
CBU, Napalm, 260 1b. fregmentation bombs, 20mm oannone
l! R iR
| | o
! 7 /Je/Ryle ¥ Bowie .
i 3 Incl - oo JefE 1. BOMIE T '
: 1 RESUME OVSRLAY . Lt Col, Imf
| 2 FRAG ORDER : Oommanding
: 3 OPERATIOR OVERLAY
®i TRUB COPY®
WILLIAM 7, PONDER JR 9 '
Yejor, Axtillexy
. ' - .
’ é +
153 .
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Cupy Nz, of Copies
d Bn, 25th Inf, 1st Inf Div

Loc Ninh, South Vietnam (iU7308)
1016008 Jun 66

FRAG ORDER (OPERATION BL PASO II)

REFERRNCE: :ﬂé SOUTH VIRTNAM; 1350,000 LOC NINH 6346 IV; 10C 1UIZN
346 I1I,

1, MISIION: A Co w/1 platoon CIDG conducts search of Wlisge Nr. 10,
Loo Ninh Rubber Plantation, vic ooord XU7209, to clear area of
looal VO,

2., EXROUTION

&, Conoept of operations 4 Co (-) w/CIDG platoon attached, at
110600H oommences move by foot and HUID helicopter to sure
zound Wllage Kr. 10 and cleaxr it of W and W sympsthisers.

be A Cos At 0600E two platoons follow Route Red and Route Hue
to dlocking positions east and south of Village Nr, 10, At
0630H one platoon from A Co w/one platoon of CIDG helilifted
to LZ XU701112, move south, conduot search and oleaxr of VC in
Village Nxr. 10.

os B Cot Be prepared to reinforce A Co on 20 min, alert,

de C Cos Be prepared to reinforoe A Co on 5 min, alort, .

e, Heavy Mortars GS, priority to A Co. »

£, Recons Reinforce on call.

8« AT: Demo support on calle

h. Cooxd, Instruotions: .
(1) A Co send one man to maintain constant cooxdination with

1DG

3) Y and W5 evacuated to loo Ninh on foot,

4) Bwacuate casualties to rear on foot if possidles Dustoff
on call. Dustoff freqs 45.r

(5) PAC freq: 43.6

CIDG,
§2§ Gunship prep of L2 five minutes prior to landing,

ACKNOWLEDGEs
BOVIE
Lt Col
AlNEX: A
D:3TRIBUTIONs B
QFYICIALs
© [o/rien .
Zer '/4/RABDAU Begraded to m;, U3E LY
8 - upon exeoution. JECLASGIFIED

\
\

v
\

Taoaom.. % ripmtuml lopeﬂ-hunu hmnd, 1st Inf Mv. e
Ry Ly ~‘ 'b't) i

A
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G!‘p‘y NR, :of .

Coples

2.4 B, 28th Inf, 1st Inf Div

L.o Ninh, South Wetnan
101600 Jwn 66
KLk !

AMNEX A (OPERATION OVERLAY) to FRAG ORDER (OPERATION ZL PASO II)
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Coyy Nxo,___ . _of __ . ... Coples :
«1d 3n, 26th Inf, Tet Iaf Av , :
loe Ninh, South Vdetnam (:U7308)

12 June 1966 !
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INCLOSURE 16
NARRATIVE OF THS BATTLi OF SROK DONG AND HO ERIGNOU
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WARBATIVE OF THE B- TI. OF SDOK DONG § AUG 1336
30 JUN' 1905
INTRODUSTION (U)
The 2718t Viet Cong Main Force Regiment wes defeated on 30 June

1966, noar the village of SROK DUNIG in one of the claseio engagoments

of the Vietnam oonfliot. In ocontinuing their efforts to repel the 1st
Infantxy Division from the EL PA3O II area of operations, the VG
sttempted to ambush Troops B and C, 1st Squadron., 4th Cavalyiy and
Company C, 2d Battalion. 18th Infantxy. As & consequence, the 271st
Reginent suffered heavy losses and wos soundly defeated,

BACKGROUND (1)

Operation EL PASO II commenced on 2 June 1966 when intelligence
indicated that three Viet Cong and one Norxth Vietnemese regiments were
poised to resume their "Monsoon Campaign" by attacking GVN and U.S.
Special Forces compounds in UINH THANH, HON QUAN, LOC NINH, and 3NG B3,
Becausc of thie threat, Commanding General, II Field Force, Vietnam,
directed one irfantry and one artillery battalion be deployed 1o 10C
NINE to strengthen the defenses in this arca, Subsequently, additional
elesents were deployed by CG 1st Div until by mid«June the majority of
the division was operating throughout BINH LONG and PHUGC LORG Provinces,
18t Infantyy Division troop diepositions as of 300600 June are indicated
on attached map 1. Two significant engagements had been fouzht with
the ¥C prior to 30 June. On 8 June, Troop A (+), 1st Squadron, 4th
Cavalry had spoiled an ambush cn Route 13, set by the 272d VW Kain
Porce Reyiment while passing through TAU O, an ares between CHON THANH
and HON QUAN, ‘hen the 4-hour engagoment ended, the VC had lost 105°
KIA (BC) with an additional 250 probebly killed. The sscond signifie
cant engayemant involved elements of the 2d Battalion, 28th Infantry
and CI)G forces in the Battle of LOC NIMH Plantation on 11 June 1966.
One battalion of the 2734 Main Forco Regiment was emplaced in trenches
and heavily fortified bunkers. but after massive artillery and morter
fire and air strikes, the positions were overrun. VC losses were 98
KIA (BC) snd 150 KIA (Probable).

For about two weeka the 2d Battalion, 18th Infantiy with the
1at Squadron, 4:h Cavalry (-) had the miscion of securing the divisien
bage at NUAN 1OI and the HON QUAN airxfield. [From 3 June, the cavelxy
squadron h.'d deen performing reconnsissance to the east, south, southe
west. and to the north 1limited by the deatroyed dridge on Route 13
at XT 722973. In cooxdination with ARVN forces the banka of the
siream wvexre prepared to permit emplacement of an armored vehicle
launched bridge (AVLB) just to the left of the one that had been
damaged. An operetion was plonned in conjunotion with the emplacement
of tho AVLB, to comnence on 30 Juns. The squadron plan waa submitted
to Lt Col Herdbert MoChxystal, Cosmonding Officer, 24 Battulion, 16th
Infentry, and was approved for operations in the area indicated on
maps 2 and 3, The misaion assigned to Lt Col Leonard Lewans,
Commanding Officer, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry, was aotually threefald,
Pirst the squadron (-) was to oross Check Point GOLDEN GATR (AVLB)
and procesd ncrth along Route 13 oonducting a reconnaissance in foxoa.
Proop O was t0 operste in area of operoiiecn B\JEBALL while 3 Troop
would initially operste in POOTBALL and leter in TRMNIS, Second, B
Troop, in gonjunotion with cperetions in TNNIS, would eacort an ,
egineer scoop loader from LOC NINH, back to Check Point GOLNM GATE.
Tird, the operetion was tc deceive the encsy as to the sotual axea
in vhich the division was plamaing to operate in the near future,
3otk troope were to closs back into HON QUAF by 1930 on 30 June.

DONMKR\D AT 3 YRAR INTERVALS
DICL AJSIFIND APTER 12 TBARS i

10D DIR 5300,10 |
CONFDENTIAL, . |
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Troop B would have bne pla’ on . C Company, 2d Battalion, 18th

'Infantry attached, while the re: in. : of C Company would move with

C Troop, The 24 Battalion, 18t! Inf 1txy maintained 3 Company on
alert as the rapid reaction forc.. iith final planning completed,
the operation would begin on 30 June,

The vegetation in the eree of the contact is wooded on both
sides of the road. The only Open arcas are rice paddies, some stream
lines, and small lakes., Even hers, there is adequate conosalment due
to the cheat-high grass, There are heavily forested areas as indie
cated on map 3 and the sketch maps, with the trees 150 ~ 200 feet
high, Although movement in the grass is difficult to observe from
the gromnd. it oan be observed from the air except where the terrein
is heavily forested, The chest-high gress comes up to the shouldexs
of the rosd., The weather at the time of contact was clear and hot.

THE BATTLE OF SROK DONG (U)

On 30 June, Troop B, 18t Squadren, 4th Cavalry, with attached
18t Platoon, C Company, 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry and AVLB section
departed the squadron perimeter at HON QUAN enroute to Check Point
GOLDEN GATE, The column was located at the bridze site by 0859 houve,
Troop C was to depart HON QUAN at 0730 with C Compeny (=), However,
this column was delayed until Troop C could reorganige after the
search operaticn conducted until 2400 hours the previous night, At
0910, the column crossed GOLDEN GATS with R Troop leading and proe
ceeded north on Route 13 to the o vrational areas specified in the
oxrder, Upon axrival at Check Point 1, the 3d Flatoon with the platoon
of infrntry tumed east and conducted a reconnaissance to the ford at
Check Point 2. Due to the cepth of the foxd, the platoon rotraced
the route to Check Point 1, tur ad north on Route 13, paseed through
the 1at Platoon, and continued .aort:, Order of march was ncw 3d Plae -
toar. with attached infantzy, Troop Sommand Group, 2d Platoon, and
1st Platcon,

Troop C turmed weat at Check Puint 1 and proceeded to the fixet
strean, Three mortar carrieys, ten infantry-men, and the 33 Plstoon
renained at Check Point 1 and established a perimeter. The mortars
were laid weat to support the troop., As C Troop moved west, thay
flanked the road on both sides. ifter crossing the gtream, the
infantxy diamounted and deplayed,

At about 0938 hours when the lead persounel carrier of B Troop,
noving north on Route 13 towerd LOC NINI, reached a point about mide
way acroas the rics paddy (sketch map 1), it began receiving mortar,
amaAll arus and recoilless rifle fire and appsared to da the only ome
eangaged, 1ot Liecutenant James P, Flores, B Troop Comxander, could
ses the mortcr rounds bureting from his position in the column adout
800 meters to the rear of the lead vahicle. He immediately called
Col Levane, who was over the area in an 0H-13 heliocopter, The 34
Platoon then reported receiving heavy fire {rom the north and noxthe
west, A preplanned airstri’:e was currently in progress vieinity
XT 7499, whioh Col Lewane diverted to XU 721018 at L: Florest request.
Lt Nlores then called the 24 Platoon forward and deployed them arcund
the 34 Platoon. The 24 Flatoon brought their two tanke and one from
the tst Platoon forward, Ry this time all b%ut one tank snd & person~
nel carvier of the 34 Flatoon had retumed to (heok Point 1 with

snd to replenish ammmition, All platoons were now in oom-
taot on both eides of the road, with the heaviest volume of fire
ooning fvom the west,
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The Viet Cong had set up t'.. & ush in the shape of an "L%, with
‘s heavy security element crossir. - ti road along the treil north of
the paddy. The logs piled at r: "dor to the east of Check Point 3
affoxded good protection and som: of the recoilless rifles were
probably located here, Mortars rere reporied by a forward air cone
troller in ths woods to the noxth of the village, The ambush extended
for about 2000 meters, but with the exception of a security eleuent
to the northeast of Check Point 1, the éastern side of the road was
lightly defended. The VC appeared to be lined up all along the west

. #side of -the xvad with the heavy wetcpons about 150 meters from the road

in the heaviest vegetation, The VC wers wearing a variety of khaki,
black, and green uniforms, One strong point had been established by
the YC in vicinity XU 722007. The recoilless rifles caused the most
trouble, and were also the moat diffiocult to locate, During the first
30 minutes of the contact, the enemy oconcentrated on kmockin: out the
tanks, 4ll four B Troop tanks were disabled from hits on the tank
commanderts ocupola and subsequent wounding of the crew.

The 15t Fl:toon of B Troop was carrying the wounded to GOLDEN
GATE with an intermediato aid etation set up at Check Foint 1, They
also helped with the eatablishment of a strong point at Check Point
1. Because the incoming fire at Check Foint 1 was so intense, Dust Off
airoraft couid not land so the squadron S-3 set~up the Dust Off L2 at
GOLDEN GATE and wounded were colleoted at Check Point 1 and then
moved south,

Troop B concentreted on laying dowmn a heavy base of fire to the
west, ‘Adrstrikes which had been continuous from the initial
strike, were being plrced to the north and west., iriillery was
attacking targets on the east of Route 13 and armed UH-1B's and CE=47's
were making {iring peaases north and south on the areas immediately
adjacent to the road. When the 1at Platoon reported receiviny fire
ot Check Point 1, it appeared to Lt Flores that the W were attempting
to out him off from Check Point 1. An airetrike was immediately
called in and the fire slackened at this location. The remaining
slements at the head of the column were still receiving heavy fire
from all types of weapons and Lt Flores called requesting C Troop
ooms up and help.

When the first contact was reported, Captain Stephen Slattery,
C Troop Commander, oxdered the infantry to mount up and prepare to
move back to Check Point 1, estadlish a strong point, and be prepared
1o assiss B Troop. The 34 Platoon had been receiving some 1ight fire
at Check Point 1, but when the other platoons arrived at this locatiom,
the fire dectms more intense. Seversl of the infentry riding on the
personnel oarriere ware hit as mortar rounds started frlling intd
the area, Capt Slattexy ordered the platoons to deploy and push out
the perimetsr, primarily to the north. The 3 Platoon wes opereting
northwess of the orossroads, lst IMctoon east, and A Matoon west
and gouthwess, The mortare had beed re-laid to fire to the north,
Check Point ' was beooming very jemmed with C Troop msneuvering snd
wvehicles retuming with B Troop wounded, Check Point 1 comntinued to
Teceive heavy small ares fire with most of it coming Crom west of the
oad, Jortar and recvilless fire wes being answered with s heavy
volune of 50 calider fire from the parscansl carriers at the xoad
Jumotion, Col Lewane ocalled and oxdered C Troop to push north amd
relieve the pressure ou B Troop. The 34 Flatoon wes finally alle te
start moving north with the tenk from 28 Flatoon, About 200 metexs
from Check Point 1, the tank wes hit in the turret and the comunder,
Sexgemt Allison, and the loadsr wers seriously wounded, %Thay vere
Palled fromn the taak and svacuated., The tank ocontinued aorth, T™he
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C Troc» column cousisted of the 2d Flatoon, 1st Platoon, and Troop

‘Commard Group (sketch w - 2). The 3d Platoon, C Coupany (=), and

morts's remained at the crossyoads, Intense fire was received all

the way to B Troop's position, but a heavy base of fire was maine

tained by the personnel carriers end the tank., The brush wes so

thick and close on both sides of the road, grenades were just tossed

over the aides of the vehicles. JAbout 600 meters after the first

hit, the tank was hit again, but the driver kept going even though

the gunner, Sergeant Riddle was wounded and evacuated., Vhen the

Troop C column arrived at the tail of the 3B Troop position, Lt ¥Flores

aaid to 3o farther north and fire to the west, The 1at and 23 Fle~

toons moved up and deplaoyed as beat as they could aince they were

oconfined to the area immediately left and right of the road. Fire

was directed east and west with the heaviest volume to the west.

Col Lewane ordered C Troop to hold at this point until B Troop could

be extraoted and move south, The C Troop tank went almost to the 01

grid line before it tummed around and came back. Three men from the

24 Platoon joined Sergeant YWilason in the tank and although power to

the turret was gone, ti:ay succeeded in getting the gun beariny to

the north and northwest. Sixty munds were fired before the ammmi- \
tion wes exhausted, The tenk was then moved along side a disabled :
B Troop tank and the armunition trsnsferred. W could be seen jumping

around but didn't appear to be withdrewing., Artillery was firing

north and east and airstrikes were bLoing concentrated on the waest, but

appearcd to be too far weat, Captain Slattory ssked Col Levane to

move them in oloser and the next sirike came in south to noxth with

CMU whioh landed very close to the road, '

Tith the arrvival of C Troop, Lt Florus pulled all tho reaaining
slements of P Troop back to Check Point 1, to regroup, rearmm, and
establish a block along the rosd weat from Check Point 1. When the
firat lifts of A Company, 24 Battalion, 16tb Infantry were approaching
the L8, Lt Flores pulled back, Troop B remiined at Check Yoint 1 for
about 40 idnutes to rearm and get the wounded and dead back to OLDEN
GATE. Tho next 30 minutes vere taken to move the 1at and 2d Plutoona
dom the voad to bloock. The 34 Platoon handled the ewouation of
wounded (sketoh asp 3).

Lisutenant Charles D Cole with the 34 Tlatcon of C Troep had deem
hendling casualiies detween the farvaxd eleacnts and GOLDX GAT3, e
loaded 0 Company on the psrwonnel carriers and moved to the head of
the column, After the infentxy were dropped, the 34 Platoon deplayed
west of the road while the 24 Platoon moved off to the east in an
atteapt to push the VO out onto the L3 {uketoh mep 4). Lt Colets
platoon it & W strong point. He was hit in the chesat and several
others were wounded defore thay could pull back, The sschanised flame
thrower with Lieutenant John K lLyon's 1wt Pl. toon assisted in the
extraction of 34 Tlstoon. As the infantry bdegan to land oo LB 2
and C Company begesn to deploy, the fire sl.ckened, Pire fros the
perscunsl ocarriers was direvted more to the west. The YC started
withiraving and many vere killed se they jumped to run through the
high gress,.

Aftexr a delay of abdout 30 minutes caussd Yy eneay fire received
from doth sides of the roed, B Troop was ocoupying thaiz blooking
position, Initially, the head of the column halted Just west of the
atTeam until (aforwation was received that a reinforced ANWE ARC
troop would assist. The hlook was then sxtendesd to about the 0 B8
grid line. Prom the dlooking position, VO oould be sem withlrewing
alomg the trail that parallels the xoad and weve taken umder five.




. Troop C established a perimeter along Route 13 until the
infantry starved making the sweep. By 1530 contact along the road
had prectically ceased and the personnel moved into the brush to
seaxrch for dead and wounded VC and weapons. The 34 Platoon, B Troop
retumed to the blocking position with the Aero Rifle Platoon of D
Troop. Ly 1700 movement had ceased and the two txoops remained in
position the remainder of the day.

RBACTION (U)

For a week prior to 30 June 1966, B Company, 24 Battalion, 16th
Infantry had been maintained on a 30 minute alert as a rapid reaction
force and was in this posture st the time B Troop made ocontact, Vhen
4t became obvious that both troops and the stiached rifle company
were heavily ongaged, B Compony was alerted for probadle deployment.
Two questions had to be answered fixest; how they would be employed
and by what means of trensportation. All helicopters were fully
committed an other missions. Twelve 3/4 ‘on trucks were collected
from the various unite in the viocinity of the battalion command poet
at QUAN 10X, and B Company was prepared to move prior to their arrival,
At 1026 houxs the helicopters supporting the 1st Battalion, 28th Infan-
t3y in the SONG BE srea vere diverted to QUAN 10X, but by 1040 hours
‘had not arrived. Company B departed by vehicle for the sguadron come
mand post at HON QUAN, and at 1195 psssed to control of Col Lowane,

Betueen 1015 and 1020 hours, A Company, 2d Battalicn, 18th Infau=
txy was alerted, pulled off the perimeter, and instructed to be on
the airfield in the event heliccpters became availadble. Coampany A
was assembled on the airfield by 1100 hours, General DePuy called
Col MHoChrystal to the division command post about 1040 hours to de
briefed on vhat had happened in his battalion. Genersl Deluy made
the deoision to divert 12 halicopters from SONG BS, All helicopters
cloged the Q0N LOI airfield at 1130 hours. Col Levane was informed
of the current stutus of Companies & and B and ssked where and how he
wished “o deplay thex. A comsend and dsontrol helicopter arrived for
Col McChrystal and 0 and the dattalion S-) want forward {or .
Yegcnnaisaance,

Col Lewane had selected two landing sonos; L2 1 in the rice peddy
on the saat of Route 13 (XU 727012) and 12 2 across the road, He
decided on the l:tter with the direotion of attack south, ' At 1145,
Col Levanc was inforued that the first 1ift of A Cospany wes loaded,
The company commonder was briefed that he would land on LZ 2} he
should operate his redio on the squadron frecuenay: and he wos undex
control of the squadron commender, The L2 wao prepared by air strikes
and artillery o .i ther wes marked with eacke from Col MoChrystalls
siroraft, A Conpany closed in two lifts.

Cowpeny B procesded noxth oa loute 13 toward CF COLDENM GAvS,
Upon arrival at that location, the compiny would be moved into the
dattle area by helicopters or persornel carriers, Major faylor
landed at the Sridge and distovarsd there were a nuamber of vounded
requirin; evacuation bty st Jff helicopters and the pick-up sone
would become t00 oongested with assault Lalicopters londing thare
slso, An altarmate pick-up sone wad selooted at XT 734967 and the
road aolwm of B Company was divertsd to thisz looation, Comnexny B
then sade an airmoddile asssult into L3 2 vtilining four lifts of five
airoreft, A command group from the 4 Battalion, 18tk Infantxy had
besn prepared for 1ift cfter B Comp ny hed closed the L3, Ak ome
helioopier ia the 1wt 1ift of 3 Company lended, it sppireatly
styeok a 34 O bowhlet. Al persamnsl cleared the damaged sidy
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_before it was consumed by fire, Col MoChrystal landed with D Come

pary, and assumed oommand of Companies A and B, Col L wane was
informed of this snd that the battalion (=) was attackinz in the
direction he had epecified,

Ag the ocompanies started pushing south, B was west of Route 13
and A to their right (sketch map 5). Compeny A met resistance about
200 motaexs south of the LZ while B Company was mopping up the remainin
elanonta of the onomy just to the weogt of Route 13, About 300 meterc
south of the LZ, B Company unocovered G Troop end C Company (=). A% o
this time, Col lcChrystal assumed comiand of these elements, Company .
C was ordered to reorganize and search the immediate ares, vhile €
Troop was to reorganize, rocover disadled tanks and personnel ocarriers,
and supvort from Route 13 as Company B continued sweeping south and
A Company southwest, Company B ceased to weed resistance by the time
they had nrozressed about 800 meters from the 1.Z, Towever, A Coupany
met atiff resistance along the oreek, vicinity XU 715005 (skeioh map 6).
The Viet Cong had established a sirong combat outpost line ocast and
weet of the creek, Company A sustained a few wounded., 3Since no
headway wag being made, C Company was committed on the right flank
of A Company. The link-up was made by 1615 and the strength of the
two oompanies forced the VO out of thelr positions, Dust Off was
oompletod and the sweep continued south to the blooking positions
held by ) @'roop and the ARVN forces.

At 1500, Col Berry, ist Brigade Commander, landed and directed
the 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry to assemble at 12 2 and becoms the
brigade reserve, The units returmed to an assembly area just south
of the 1Z in the order B, A, and C Company, where the battalion
remained ovemight. The reconnaissance plcotoon, and mortar nlatoon
of the battalion were flown in at 1700, Three ambush sites vers
established on the south, southwest, and the west, but no enemy
aotivity vas experienced during the night,

During the iime the 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry was preparing
for deployment, the 1st Brigade Comtander was alerted at 1003 to
move one infantxy battalion and the brigede TAC CP in that ordexr to
QUAN LOI. The 1st Battalion, 24 Infantxy commenced the move at 1234
hours uaing C~123 and CV-2 aivoraft. The brigade closed the airfield
at QUAN 1OT at 1530, At 1622, the 15% Battalion, 24 Infantry commenced
an aimmobile assault into L2 BLUS, (map 2) and by about 1715 had
olosed into the area and began sveepin; enstward.

Shortly after the contaot was reported, the BINH LONG Provinoe
Chief offered units immediately available to him for support of the
1st Infontry Dittaion, The 34 Troop, 1st Cavalry, L VN, with 20 AFC's
reinforced with the 3d Company, 1at Battalion, 9th h:ziment, ‘RWN,
were attached to the 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry, At 1100 hours the
U.S. Advisoxr reported to the 1st Infantxy Division G- for a misaion.
Ee was direoted to immediately proceed noxth om Houte 13 to link up
with V.5, elements at Che¢k Point 1, This was acooumplished and the
blockin:: position established at approximately 1300 hours (sketoh map
5). The 9th Regismt had one other company immsdiately aveileble for
opexations vhich moved to secure the bridge st Cheok luint QOLI'N GATS.
he Regionsl Foroe oompsnies were securing the road detween the bridge
and HON ‘UAN, One compsny of the 9th Ragisent was eslled desk Lxom
an opexmtion south of QUAN 1OI as & posaible escort for the move of
an artillexry bettesy north wn Route 13,

At about 1100 houre, two CIDG compemies were semt from 100 NINK
and assunad blecking pesitions noxth of %he datile ares,
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fhe 1st Battalion, 26th Infantr; was ordered at 100 hours %o

move fyrom SONG Bi to QUAN 10I. The battalion olosed at :U.K 10X at

1620 and A Battery, 24 Battalion, 33d Artillery moved by CH-4'£ from
SONG BY, closing at 2245. This battery was moved to LZ BLUZ (mep 2)
st 1115 hours, 1 July,

A% 1420 hours, the 1st Battalion, 16th Infanixy was ordered to
terminate its operetion, retum to LAI XHE and prepare for movament
on oxdexr, At 1430 24 Battalion, 16th Infantry was ordered to move
one oomp from the 2d Brigade Base Camp to PHUOC VINH and the bate~
talion (=) to LAI'KHE, The is% Battalion, 16th Infantry closed into
LA KHE at 1715 and the last of C Company, 24 Battalion, 15th Infantxy
was on the way to PHUOC VINH in fixed wing airoraft by 1813,

The 24 Battalion, 2d Infantry commenced moving from LAI INE at
1600 hours utilising C-123 and CV-2 airoraft. All slements of this
battalion had closed into QUAN LOI at 1710,

1 - 2 Jury (U)

On 1 July, follow up action continued against remants of the
27ist VO Negiment., The 1at Battalion, 24 Infantry secured LZ BLUE
a8 Battexy A, 24 Battalion, 334 Artillexy was 1ifted by OH-47 to
support future operstions, Company C remained %0 secure the LZ while
the remainder of the battalion moved to seize the bridge at I 683998;
1link up vith the 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry (~); and with B Yroop
proceed to Objeotive 1 (00 698027). Troop ¢ joined Company O, 1st
Battalion, 24 Infantxy at LZ BLUE,

The 1st Battalion, 28th Infaniry oconducted an airmobils asssault
into LZ GRIEN (XT 616995) at 1000 hours, The battalion moved to aecuxe
Objective 1'SSBALL (XT 623996); left one company in blockin: positionss
and procesded to vicinity of XU 721021 to oonduot a seaxrch of the
battle area of the previous day, Light contact was made with amall
groups of YC,

The 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry continued to search the battle
ares and unoovered numarous shallow graves and additional VC bodies.
At 1600 hours, the battalion conducted an airmobile assault on L2 PDNX
(XU 592025) and sooupied positions for the night as shown on Overlay 1,

- Company A xzade vontact with the W and Company C and Recon Platoon were

sent to xeinforoe, Moxrtar snd small armms fire was recsived until oom=
taot wvas dbroken at 2030 hours. At 0545 hours 2 July, the ovomight
positione of A Company, C Company, and Recon Platoor, were taken under
fire by VO sutoma’io weapons and mortars, The ¥C than launched @
series of five nt-sults from all directions, but thu attack wes
oountered hy fiv- support from artillexy, gun shipe, and fizhter
boabers, A toinl of &1 sorties weroc flown by USAF 1. ghter bombers
end inoluded clous air support by thres flights using SKY S8POT (redax
boabing) techniques. Coapany B was moved at 0730 hours %o reinfoxee
Compenies A and C and contaot was broken st 0900 houxs, A dody coms
of YO dead xevealed that the attacking 34 Battalion, 2734 YO Main
Towoe Regingnt suffered the loss of 78 killed,

49 OTIO hours, the 1at Battalion, 2¢th Infentyy Boved fEoR OVESe
aight positions e support the 2 Betialien, 10th Dafatyy. Link-wp
wes nade ot 0930 hours and both battalicns sesrched the ares axovad
the defweive parxiaster. The 18t Bat s 880 Infantyy tham
santinaed aszth toverd LS DOSR (XU 5904) dut mnde ns scntess,
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The 1st Battalion, 24 Infantxy, ainus C Company at the artillexy -
beag, assexbled on Route 13 and was Folilifted into LZ A (.U 657050),
olosinz at 1320 hours, This LZ and cdjacent 12 JHITS (XU 6570373
were seoured by Troops B and C, 1at Squadron, 4th Cavalry and atteched
ARVN APC trocp and rifle company,

The 24 Battalion, 2d Infantry was helilifted into LZ PIK and
relieved the 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry which returmed to ocntrol
of 1st Infantry Divieion at 1530, During the night the 24 Battalien,
23 Infantry came undexr mortar attack which appeared lrter to have
been a ocover for the withdrewal of the VC to the southwest and north-
west, A sweep of the area wes made with only minor conteot.

FIRE SUPPORT (U)

At the time B Troop made contact, & preplanned air strile was in
progress vioinity XT 7499. The aircraft had commenced dropping CBU
at the time Col Lewane notified the forward air controller (FAC) that
the armored ¢olumn was in contact. The pilot pulled out of his
southeast to northwest direction of flight and brought his airoraft
down the vest side of Route 13, expending the remsinder of his CBU,
Napalm, and 20mm, A large group of VC were seen running east along
the trail north of the rice paddy. The next flight concentrated on
the logs a3t Check Foint 3 and the treil. A second FAC arrived about
1030 and started working along the trail., Col Lewane requested the
area along Route 13 about 300 meters from the road be hit, however,
the troop commanders requested it be moved closer to the road.

During the dash of Lt Cole's }d Platoon forward with the infentry,

a napalm strike was placed along side the west of the 1voad assisting
his movenent, Col Losane oalled for & preparation om LZ 2, but delayed
the actual landing when he was notified that airoraft were an station
with CIU, This strike was placed from the 00 grid line to the L2,
After the LZ pxéparation, air strikes wers directed to tke weat to
oover trails on which VC were withdrewing in groups of from 5 to 15.
Napaln strikes wexe placed ahead of the advancing 24 Battalion, 18th
Infantxy.

Prom the initial preplanned strike, close air support vas oone
tinuous and unlimited. A total of 88 sortius were flown as followss

M -2
MO0 - 40
Al - 10 (WRAF)
P ~ 6
P4 -~ 8

Oxdnaroe e:v-nded included:
Hizh Sxplos.ve = 42,3 tons

Napaln - 48  tons
one - 11,5 tons
Rookets - 160

There ves a ninimm of one PAC on station at all times. ‘These
Pils were in oonst-—* commmiocation with either the squadron ocamender,
8.3, OF SI00p COMRL..FS,

Axtillary direct support wes provided Ny Battexy B (155mm) end
ttexy D (8”), 61h Pattalion, 6th Artillery looated at BON QUAN
762091 ) Battexy B Cired 548 rounds wnd Battexy D fived 277
the time contact was made wntil about 19500 houre.
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Defonsive conoentrations had been plotted along the route which
facilitated ground observers with tha column to call ror {ire, However,
mo08t of the missions were adjusted by air observers, Vithin ninutes
after contaot began, &u air observer was over the battle area, Fire
was most intense from the northeast and northwest and artillexy was
fired on the trail north of ths rice paddy. These fires wers shifted
to the wooded area north of SROK DOKG, Col Lewane then directed that
artillexy would fire to the sast of Route 13, This was ooniinued
until such time as he directed that artillery be placed as a dlock
along the streamline to the west., Axtillery was also used in the
preparation of LZ 2 and shifted prioxr to the landing to the woods on
the noxth. Artillery continued to block along the streamline to the
weat aftsxr the infantxy deployed, Groups of VU wers sean to walk
into- the fire, lying down or getting in holes between volleys, By
1700, rosiotance had ended, but air and artillery continued to intexw
diot likely assembly areas and routes of withdrawal, Interdiotion
oontinued throuchout the night, ’ ‘

In addition to air and artillexy, helicopter gunships supported
the enzesed units, At 0945 hours an ammed CH-47, GO-GO 154, received
an ambush reaction misaion in support of the armored colum, Contact
was made with Col Lewane at 1000 hours, The pilot was briefed on the
situation and made an immediate attack on the enemy forees 100 metexs
west of Route 15, The first attack was msde at 1008 hours using 20mm
and 50 calider guns and 40mm grenades, After the first pass, Col Lewane
requested that fire be moved to within 25 to 50 meters from the road
and the secand attack was made using the same weapons, A thixd pass
was made using M-18 (7.62 Miniguns) and 50 caliber side and rear gunse’
The Mini:une appeared to have little suppressive affect and the air-
oraft roosived geveral hits, Transmission warning lights, oil »res-
oure, and temperature gauges indicated hesvy damage and an immediate
landing was made in the rice paddy east of Route 13, A cheok indie
oated the airoraft was safe to fly and the airoxaft returned to
QUAN LOI to ascertain the extent of damage. At 1130 hours, VUG TAU
was ocontaoted for & replacement airoraft which arrived at 1300 and
continued attacks an enesxy troops, evacuation routes, assembly areas,
and olose supporti of slements ocoupyinmg blocking positions.

Operations with armed Chinooks ended at 2015 hours, Numexous
sortiex 7cre flown Yy armed UH-1B's both ar cover for the armed
Chinooka and agsins\ taxgets selested by Col Lewane.

RESULTS (U)
Enemy logses included:
270 XIA heay Sount)
300 XL. (2-~.lable)
7 W Crpiives
40 Small Axrds
23 Crew Served Veapons
1633 Bounds of Amsumition
(0) Priemdly losses are ss follows:
1ot Squadron, 4th Cevalzy
DA
Iq Troop 3
3 froop 7 8 g; 3R
0 Trooy




¢

(CJ) 24 Battaliom, 18th Infanty

KIA W1
A Compeny 1 1«

B Company 1 10
C Company _5 (1 DOW) 17
Total 7 39

Seven armored personnel carriers and four tanks were duuazed,
One personnel carrier and one UH-1D wore destroyed,

CONCLUSION (U)

As the reaction forces continued to seaxch the baitle axea, ocone
oclusive evidence was found that the 271st VC Regiment had been decise
ively defeated and again failed in its assigned mission to destroy
U.S. armored forces along Route 13; The rout of 271st Regiment oan
be attributed to several significant faotsi

From the first indication of contact until the V¢ withdrew in
defeat, Lt Col Lewane was in complete command of the situation. At
the time of gontact, the aquadron was under OPCON 24 Battalicen, 18th
Infantry. Because he had oomplete control of the eituation, suborw
dinate elements of the 2d Battalion, 17th Infantry were placed under
his control when comnitted to the battls, I=xcept for short neriods
of time wvhen he retumed to refuel, he was over the battle area,
During his absance, he had his S-3 replace him to control the actioh
and coordinate the fire support, Col Lewane was in constant come
mnication wvith his troop commanders, artillery otservers, forward ‘
air controllers, and gunships. Ile coordinated all the fires to i
insure that the maximum amcunt of uninterrupted firepower ocould de K
brought to bear on the enemy forces.

Lt Col MoChrystal's plans for deployment of the rapid reaction
force saved many valuable minutes, preventing a larger number of VO

from withdrawing,

The dagision of Genersl DePuy to divert helicopters for the
1ift of 21 Battalion, 18th Infantry, coupled with the movement of
B Comp:r by vehicle to the pickup sone cut to & minimum, the time
betwec., landing of the two companies,

Preplanned airstrikes were available for diversion to the area
of oontaot and subsequant close air support was continuous. There
was unlicited supp-nt with vaxying quantities and types of crdnance. ‘

Nediim and ..-* v; caliber srtillery was availabdle within range
of the daiile aiv+ ] rapidly responded to requests for firve Y
Col Lewane, ‘

Troop C was net initially angaged snd was available for fmmed~
iate reinforcemart ou Col Lewsne's oxder,

" ATusendous base Ol i icdd dovm iy the s eAd T"TWenne)
carriers, ocoupled with the tonacity vith vhich omel fouwht emd 1
ihe outatending lesderahip given the men, vere instrusental in over-
cosming the nnmerically superior W force, As sQuad and platoon leadaxe
were voumded or killed, assistents immediately sssumed comumd so WAt
at 30 ¥ims vere the troops lacking direstion,

10
CONFT ZhAL
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‘The time oontact was made is partioularly significant, The
battle started at 0938 leaving ten hours of daylight for the battle
to develop, a reaction force to be committed, and a search of the
battle area to be oonducted aftexr contact was broken, This denied
the enemy the oapability to police the area,

Weather oonditions 4id not limit the adility of the forwaxd air
controllers or artillery observers to place effective fire on the
oy,

Ingl == MAP 1 = 18t Inf Div Troop Dispositions

MAP 2 « Area of Operation 1:50,000

MAP 3 = PICTOMAP Axrea of Operstion 1:25,000
Sketoch Maps 1 - 6 .

Overlay =- Battle of BO KRIGNOU

Prepared Bys
Major Williaa L Ponder Jr
17th Military History Det

18t Infantxry Division
APO San Prancisco 96345

"
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r 7 AUG 1956 ' , 4
; THE CAMPATON ALONG NATIONAL ROUTE 13 ' K

(C) In early May 1966, & Civilisn Irregular Defanse Group pate
rol, led by U.S. Special Forces personnsl, killed a Viet Cong Lieu~
tenant about {ive kilometers southesast of LOC NINH Distxict Town,
k along National Route 13 in northemn BINE LONG Province, Among the .
. papers discovered on the body of thim officer was s msp and e plan : !
‘ for the attavk on 10C NINA Town and the.Special Forces camp by three
Viet Oong Regiments and one Narth Viethamese Axmy Regiment, The
disoovery of this dooument marked the beginning of a prolonged came
. paign along National Route 13, leading frem SAIGON through THU DAU .
. X WT, the provincial ocapital of BINH DUONG Province; . anwaxd to the
| - north through CHON THANH Distriot Town; through HON QUAN (AN 10C),
the provincial ocapital of BINH LONG Provinos; end finally north
through the LOC NINH Plantation to the Cambodian Boxder. . !

) (C) On 17 May, & CIDG Foroe aid one battalion of .the §th ARVE

. Reginent enzaged a two battalion W foroe which included the 24 Bate
talion, 2738 Regiment and poseidly a battalion of the 271s% Regiment.
The action whioch took place vicinity XU 5904, about two kilometers i
from the Cambodian Border, resulted in heavy casualties by both sides. :

(U) The 34 Brigade, 1st Infantxy Division, was diepatched:to
10C FINH with three infentry battalions and one artillexy battalion
o 19 end 20 May 1966, Dutwean 19 and 26 May, this brigade sstab=
1ished a defensive perimeter around the LOC NINU airetrip and pat-
volled and oconducted ssarch peretions westwaxd to. the Cambodian
Border without substantisl ocntaot, The brigede retumed to its
base at LAT XHE on 26 May 1966, .

. (0) Subsequently, intelligence from a nuaber of sources ine '
diocated that the YO, having postponed their attack, intended to go '
sherd wvith their oxiginal plons. Agents reported through the

Vietnamese Arxy that the W were inavgurating a ocampaign to last

from 20 May until 20 August to dostroy {riendly forces along Route i
133 to intexdict the route; and to haress or sttack LOG NINH, HON i
QUAN, CIION THANH, MINH THANH, and SONG BE. W Poxces inyolved cone

sisted of oix regiments., It was assumcd that these regimmts ine

oluded three of the 9th Viet Cong Division, 271st, 2724, and 2734;

and another grouping of the 101st, 141st, and posaibly the 250%h

Regimenta of the North Vietnamese Army. .

(0) The 34 Brigede retumed to LOC NINHE cn 2 June 1966 with 9
one infantyy battalion and one artillery battalion, At this time, .

the 5th ARVN Divieion Commander, with headquarters st FHU 10I,
informed the Commending Oenersl, 1st Infantry Division, that he
beliaved the Viet Oong would attack the RINH LONG Provinoial ospital;
0N QUAN, The detision was ande 10 move one troop of the st Squade
¥on, 4th Cavalry, with two ground unite to BON QUAX, .

{0) On 8 June, the 24 Battalion, 18th nmwmumu :
LAY KhB airfield as en infan reaction foroe and A Troop, 1at . 1
Squadron, 4th Cavalxy its nove from LAY KHE through OHON :
SEANN 40 DOW QUAN. Although roal blpoks, mines, and minor harass-
amt vere emosmisred, Troop A arrived at CHON ahout :
vithoud significens smntach, At this point the 24 Jattalicn, 18th '
y wmm:‘xm’:nm :uwwm.nm i
4% 1a o batter o $o resct. to mpagaiat botvesn GO YRR
oad 1N QUAR, Atj“pm.*dumﬂmw#;

0D MR 5000, L ,
. . .. \ :\i ‘I".‘I:‘l >‘lTiA'{..
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BON QUAN in a densely wooded area, the lead tank received a direct
hit from & 75mm recoilless rifle. The .ambush by all three battalions
of the 272d Viet Cong Regiment was triggered. During the three and
& half hours duratién-’'of the battle, Troop A was supported by & nume
ber of airstrikes, ard 105mm, 155mm, and 6" artillery. The 2d Bate
talion, 18th Infantry was commitied in en airmobile assault to the
north of the battle area and swept both sides of the woods in supe
port of the oavalry, Coupled with the valiant fight by A Troop,
these measures destroyed 90% of the 1st Battalion, 272d Regiment,
including the battalion commander. Fifty percent of the 24 Battae
lion was destroyed, while the 3d Battalion was generally south of
the major action., The Chief of Staff, 272d Regiment, reportedly

wag also killed during the engogement. Troop 4 and the 2d Battalion,
18th Infontry continued to HON QUAN the following day.

(¢) On 11 June 1966, A Company, 2d Battalicn, 28th Infantry
committed one rifle platoon with a CIDG reconnsissance platoon in
an airmobile reconnaissance operation to the westevn edge of the
10C NINH Plantation. The remainder of A Company moved by foot from
the LOC NINH airstrip to effect & link up. Light contact wes made
at 0900 and about noon, C Company was committed tv assiste By
1400 hours it was apparent that the VC force consisted of at leeat
one battalion and the remainder of the 24 Battalion, 28th Infantxy
moved by foot to the LOC NINH Plantation. Massive air and artillexy
fire power assisted the infantry in overrunning the positions and by
1900 the VC withdrew leaving 98 dead and nwnerous weapons on the

battlefield. Subsequent reporits from plantation workers and ocapturwml

YC rovealed that the 24 Ba- talion, 28th Infantw had desiroyed over
soﬁ of the 1st Battalion, 273d Regiment.

(C) The 24 Battaliun, 16th Infantry under OFCON of the 1st
Brigade oondnoted an sir mobile raid on 21 June in the area of a
reported rice storage ares glong the SAIGON River west of the
MICHELIN Plantation, This raid discovered 1506 tons of rice and
laxge quantities of other surplies. A second unit, the 24 Battalion,
24 Infantry, was committed bafore the operation terminated on 28 .hme,

(C) The 1st Infentry Division was deployed, on 30 June aa
shown on Inclosure 1. The 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry was oon-:
duoting operations to the southeast of SONG BE; the 2d Battalionm,
28th Infantxy to the northeast. The 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry
under division oontrol with attached 1st Squadron, 4ih c;mr,y(-s,
was oonduoting armed reccnnaigsance operations and in’antry reoon-
naissance patrolling in the general area of the QUAN LOI « AN LOC :
Plantation. The tet Tattalion, 18th Infantxy was socuring engineers
finishing the airstxip at MINH TUANE. The 1st Battalion, 26th Ine
fantxy, under control of the Division Artillery Commander, continued
ita pacification operations in the PHU LOI ares with the BINH DUONG
Province Chief and the 7th ARVE konnnt-

{0) About 0900 on 30 June, Troops B and C, 18t Squadron, 4th
Cavalxy and C Company, 24 Battalion, 18th Infantzy procesded north
from HON QUAN and emplaced an AVLB adjacent to the damaged C'X 1B
Bridge. The column then moved north to oonduot an arued reconnaige
sance along Route 13 and securs’ enginesr equipment to be brought on
the Tetumn txip from LOC NINH to the bridge site, Four thousand
meters from the dxidge site, Txoop B started receiving Tecoilless
rifle, small amms, and mortar fire and this tumadmaumhw
all three Dastalions of the 271st Tiév Ocng It‘uut. Tha OCommending
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Generel, 1st Infsutry Division was notified of this sction while he
was with the 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry southwest of SONG Bi, On
the.return flight, he alerted the 1st Battalion, 24 Infantry at
PHUOC VINH for a fixed-wing airlift to QUAN 10I. At 1020 the 3d Brie
gada Commender was instructed to retract the 1st Battalion, 28th Ine
fantry from ite operation to the SONG BE airstrip and be prepared
upon receipt of helicopters to move to the airfield at QUAN LOI. At
1000 hours the 1st Brigade Commander was ordered to move the 1st Bate
talion, 24 Infantry end the Brigade Command Post to QUAN LOI in that
order and upon arrival to take command of the operation., By 1330
hours, the 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry had been conmitted into a
lending zone north of the cavalry, and placed under the operational
contro: of the squadron commander, It is interesting to note that
when the battle ataried, the Commanding Officer, 1st Squadron, 4th
Cavalry was under the OPCON of the 2d Battalion, 18th Infantry,
However, because he was in command on the ground, the 24 Battalion,
18th Infontxy was placed under his command. The 18t Battalion, 2d
Infantry closed QUAN LOI by fixed-wing aircraft at 1530 hours and

by 1809 hours was introduced by airmobile assault into an LZ west of
the battle area, By 1620 hours, the 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry
had closed into QUAN LOI and was prepared for an airmobile assault.
The 2d Battalion, 24 Infantry waes ordered to move from LAI KHE by
fixed-wing aircraft to QUAN LOI and assume the mission of security
for QUAN LOI - HON QUAN. With the infantry sweeping south; the U.S.
and ARVN cavalry blooking along Route 13 end the road south of the
battle area; and air atrikes and artillery covering the routes of
withdraval; the 271gt Viet Cong Regiment was defeated by 1700 hours
and began withdrawing to the west and northwest. Righty-eight

close air support sorties were flown in support of the battle and
the 8" and 155mm batteries expended 277 and 548 rounds respectively.
The Viet Cong bodies counted on 30 June totaled 267 killed, Due to
bad weather on 1 July, the airmobile assault by the 1st Battalion,
28th Infantry into an LZ farther to the west did not take place )
wntil 1000 hours, This landing wes made into an &rea in which VO
priscners indicated the 271st Regiment would rally, A heavy pre=
paration by air and artillery was fired, including fires from one
battexry which had been lifted into the 1st I-ttalion, 24 Infantxy

1Z by CH~47. Additional wounded WC were picked up in the area, but
there was no evidence of & major VO force in the immediate area of
this landing sone.

(c) At 1630 nours, 1 July, the 2d Battalion, 16th Infantry was
lifted by assault helicopters from their perimeter along Route 13
into two LZ's farther to the northwest. At 1800 hours, A Company
proceeded to a major trail orossing and became heavily enzagods
C Company and the Recon Platoon were sent to reinforce A Company.
Company B was 1500 meters farther to the north and the battalion
ocopmand post was 1000 meters to the north, Compenies A and C
received a heavy volume of mortar and automatic weapous fire agrinst
their perimeter during the early evening, During the night a VC
battalion surrounded the two companies. The battalion headquartexs
had no significant oontaoct. At 0530, 2 July, the VC launched a
series of five assaults against A Company, C Company, and the Recon
Platoons The 1st Battalion, 28th Infantxy was sent from the south
to link up and B Company, 24 i .talion, 18th Infantxy from the north.
Pighter bonber strikes were brought in under s 200 foot ceiling amd
artillexy fire was deliversd from the landing sone ocoupied by the
1at Battalion, 24 Infantry. The VU attaock was repuleed with loases
0 the 3d Battalion, 2738 VO Regiment that inoluded 78 killed, The
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1st Battalion, 24 Infantxy, minus one company at the artillexy base, :
was aanembled on loute 13 an: helilifted to an LZ east of the battle. ] ’
, The landing zone was secured by the 18t Squadron, 4th Cavalry and : '
: the attached ARVN AFC txoop and rifle company of the 18t Battaliom, !
{ 9th Regiment. The 34 Brigade was ordered to move its headquarters
back to LOC NINH at 0900 together with the 24 Battalion, 28th Infanw
txye At the same time, the 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry was ordered : i
to move by fixed-wing aircraft from LAI KHE to LOC NINE and provide : i
; & reaotion forse to be used to the northwest, The 1at Battalion,
i - 28th Infantry linked up with the 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry at 0930
. ! and then procesded to the leke at XU 5504, ° The battalion
. was lightly engaged enroute, A large VC force was then located
between the Infantry-Cavalxy force on the east and the two infantxy
battelions on the weet, At 1500 hours, the 24 Battalion, 2d Infanizy
! from QUAN LOI relieved the 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry, preparatoxy . j
- : to a swesp to the east. During the night, the 24 Battalion, 24 In- :
' : fantxy came under mortar attack whioch later seemed to be a cover foxr :
- the withdrawal of the VO both to the southwest and northwest, After R .
sweeping the ares with only minor contact, all foroes were withdramm .
from the operational area on 4 July, The 24 Battalion, 18th Infantxy, : _
18t Battalion, 28th Infantxy, and 1at and 24 Battalions, 24 Infantxy : L&
were assembled at the QUAN LOI Flentation. The et Squadron, 4th
Cavalry(-) assembled at the HOK QUAN airfield, These troops stood
down for two days for rest, resupply, new uniforms, and for main-
tenance on armored vehicles, The first Chapter of the Campaign
.Along Route 13 was closed.

(C) "hile the battles with the 271st and 273d Regiments took
Place noxth of HON QUAN, the 2724 Regiment at least partially recove _
ered from ite battle south of HON QUAN, moved {c an area between ! | )
: CHON THANH and HON QUAN. Furxther reports indiocate that another . ; :
! Teginmt may have taken up positions along Route 13 between CHON ‘ ‘
THAME and LAT KHE. When the 2724 Wet Oong Regimant ambushed :
' 4 Troop, it may have expeoted a soft convoy and instesd xan into an ; i
; axmored troop., However, a diary taken from the body of a VO captain : '
from the 271st Regiment aftar the battle om 30 June indicated that’ !
his mission wes to destroy U.S. armored forces on Routs 13, It thus
‘appeere that the VG are undsr orders to fight and win the battle of
National Route 13 and that they intend to do so regexdless of losses.
The remaining ohapters in the Campaign Along National Route 13 are
Yot to be writien, . oo

1 Inclosurs == Map

A '

[

COMFEDENTIAL .

o, .

. ls's S ‘




S

SRRy I
R LT T N g
10820

1Al

153




T r—— | - e

INCLOSURE 13
AFTER ACTION RZPORT OPERATION LEXINGTON 111

18

o




i Tt
.

{ -
\/ . g

.C_J.F\_D

HEADQUARTERS
FIRST BATIALION, 18TH INFANTRY
10 US FORCES 56345

'l'1

-k,

LEXINGTON

AFTER ACTION REPORT

IO
®
=
I

1o

m
1=
|—
| >
Inn

)55

NTIAL




-~ Zone, Maps, Vietnm 1:50,000£ Shoetsr 6342, 63421Y, 64421V

- CONFIDENTIAL L
N HEADQUARTERS ~
FIRST BATTALION, 18TH INFANTRY
APO US FORCES 96345

20 June 1966
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Repart (Opmtian LEXINGION III)

THRU3; Camnanding Officer
2d Bde, 1st Inf Div
ATTN: &3
APQ US Forces 963.5

10 Cammanding General
lst Infantry Division
ATIN: AVDD = T
APQ US Forces 96345

1. (V) TYPE OF GPERATIQN: Operation IEXINGTON III, Battalion
search and destrcy operation in Rung Sat Special Zone,

2, (U) DATES OF OPERATION: 210900 May = 091200 June R

3, (C) CENERAL: Operation LEXINGTON IIT was initiated by Headquarters MACV,
The operation called for a single btattalion operating in the Rung Sat Specisl
6442117,

The operation wns conducted in five phases, Phase I 1nofuded & alrlift and
sealift into Operation Buse SHARK YS056647 in TACR "B* (Inel 1 = Overlay of
TAR "B") and a motor march into Oporation Baso PCRPOISE (VUNG TAU), Phege I
covered campany size search and dostroy oporation in TAR "B" and ssveral in
TAGR “A" (Incl 2 - Overlay of TAGR w%, Phase III wae the move froam Operaticn
Basge SHARK in TAGR "B" to Opuration Bags BARRACUDA in TAQR "A", The move was made
ty holicopter airlift and scelift. Fhase IV covered company sise operations in
TAR A", In phass V the 1/18 Inf and A 1/7 Arty moved froam Rung Sct Special
2o back to Bearcat by belicopter eirlift aml secalift,

Throughout Opereticn LEXINGTGN IIT 1/18 Inf maintained a campory sise repid
reaction forco at the operation base,

The opcration wes unique in that the 1/18 Inf emplayed ajrlift by HUID and
soalift by LCM and ICU, Tho firo support included A 1/7 Arty in DS of 1/18 Inf,
1¥ Ta (HUIB), Noval Gunfire, USAF ari Nevy Air, A USMD INO with Naval Gun Fire

Toom supported the 1/26 Inf the o~utive o~crutilon,

8, Roparting O’ficers Maj J.C. Bard, Cormamiing

b, ‘{hgk Orgardsotiont
1) COMYAVFCRY INO: Lt Col A. C. Smith Jr, USMC
Maj B, King USIC
22 Co A: Capt L.R, Miller: Cam
3) Co By Capt X,J, Robortst Cppt K, 1 Commending
4) CoC: Capt R,J, Tocoit cmmg
4) A 1/7 arty (DS): Copt Mogregor: Commanding
g RAG:;;Q Co, X
Battalion Troops
{7 HC 1/38 Inf (=)
8) Recon Plt

4, (C) INTRLLIGENCE:

a, Informations Avallable information on VC Forcos priar to comsshoemsnt
of Operation LEXDGTON IIT imdicated that thore were wpposedly oro (1) Buginsor
Battalion, and Local Forces consisting of four (4) companies, six (6) Platoons,
ond two (2) squads within the operational axca of TAGR "A® (QUANG XUYEN District)
and TACGR *B* (CAN GIO District). Initially oightesn (18) specific target arecs
(11 4n TAR *A¥, 3 in TAOR "B, 4 outeide TACR's) wers furnished ly tho Naval
Mvisory Oroup, vith ono (1) more in TAGR "A" added during the coursc of the

oporetion, Information on suspooted rastos and othor installotions ant
units vere also furnished Yy KACY in ostinates and Combined Intell’gence
Centar reports,
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The RSSZ was also suspetted of being a thoroughfare for the 4th Bn, 165A Regt
and three (3) other companies. The RSSZ was considered VG controlled without
population dominatdon, It was further considored A VU transportation ¢corridor
for the movement of arms and armunition aend eh important link in the VG resupply
gystem for traffic between Saigen and Wung Teu, from the western region, and by
sea from NVN, Also it wnas considered by the VO as a lucrative area for the inter-

. dictdon of the shipping channels loeling to the part o7 Saigon, thereby dis=

rupting the ecamony of the RVY ani t.: friemdly war effort,

b, Enemy Situation: There wore no large engagements with VO Forces, The
VG 225th Engineer Battalion or it's elements, as well as the othor local force
companios, were not encountered, Large mnssing of VO Forces was not anticipated,
and nono took place, Contacts with local force urits and guerrillas were expocte
od, and took place, Excopt for & limited amount of booby traps, sniping, SA
harassing fire, and ono meoting engagemont, owr forces movod uncpposed, It is
ostinated that thc Battalion oncountorod only local farcos and guorrilla olom
monts, The VO forces oncountered within or noar baso arops showod no intontion
of defonding theso focilities, as was oxpoctod, The majority of tho VC KIA's
woro o8 o result of night ambushes along streams and/or watorways. Beso camps
ard focilitios wero fourd gemorally near tho astroams indicating tho noed for casy
occoasibility in this typo of terrain. Although somo of tho specific target areas
wore mot checked dus to lack of transpertation or fire support, as well as denial
of operating areas, maximum cffort was placed against suspected routos into the
torgot aroas with significant roswlts. Targets 7, 8, 9, 10, and 12 did not have
installations or activitins as reported, The area in tho Southern tip of TAGR AW
(bounded by the RACH GANH I LN, tho SONG DONG TRANY, and the Scuth China Sea),

" although not a specific target area, did prove luerative in that o large base

crup was uncovered and contact wac made with an undeterwinud amount of VC, re-
sulting in two (2) VO KIA and two (2) weapons capturod, This area could not

bo pursued further as tho operction wos terninated at this time, Mexiimu use
vas modo of RED HAZE ard SIAR missions. Despite constant surveillance Yty thase
devicos, no significont novenonis were noted in tho TAGR's. The very fow SLAR
roturne indicated thoro was & limited number of boats used by the VG or tha VC
chose not to move bocauss of his knowledge of the SLAR capability as woll our
prosonco in the area, RED HAZE sightings were primorily in and aréumd pepulated
areas and mnia shipping channola,

o 8§ doant Inciionts:
(1) Seven (7) mnbustes agni:z® V5 in smupans resulting in Swentywsix
ézmrn, twelve (12) woapons copturei ar destroyed, and seven (7) sampans
L .
. (2) Engogomant with VC aquad rosulting in three (3) VO KIA and o (2)
weapong captured,

4, A icant VC facilitios uncoverod:

(1) Llerpe incorploto base comp with only fortificaiions noar the LONG
THANH VC controllod village vis YS100492,

(2; ¢ sise bass carp w/1900 rds SA and 6 sanpans vie XS944626,
toos (u(J ™o (2) ormo Miﬁﬁn mg;mm ond X8958516, containing foun

weapons, gronedes, and ropair 8

%1.) Hospital vio X3954609 v/13 huts (60 bod capooity), one (1) cperating
room, & ampans, oxd & fov modicel supplies,

5) Base camp vith capacity for forty (40) porsonnel vio YS018%78,

6) Incouplete baso comp ing duck vio YSOR9613,
7} Bas: camp w/twenty {20) huts and ferty (40) bunkers vie 18987541,
8) Large base canp (1500 x 7%) w/tive (5) large Muts vic YSOD8S3,

e, Terrain and woather wore as oxpooted, Showers or thundorshowors aid
Sppoar in thu rftcrnoons, and at times carly evoning, Mangrove svomp forosts
wre sncountorod, ccnoooi-m from air and ground in this aroa wus oxcellont,
Thore wore LZ's availablo {n TAGR "B* (CAR GIO Dhtriot), ut vory fow in TAGR
*A* (QUANO XUYEN District), Tho mojor obstaclos vero, of courso, the vatorvers
tide lewol, cnd tho donso, lov avorgroon mongrove forost arcas,

f, Linitations:t’ Acriml photographs roquostod ware mot initially availadlo,

Whon thay did arttvo, tho tion hod alroady boon corplote for tho
’ opera
covare: rocoived, Howevor, tho photogriphs wore cwcellont, with mintmam oloud
oover, «ED HAZE and SLAR inflight reports waro not available until the last
fov days of the oporuticn, This ocourred unly’ bocouse cirooct liatson was fimolly
mdo with the survoillance urit, omwy aficr reposted requests thrcugh chaumels
follod to produce results. Anuniwpn. . T
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g VC Lossp and L__iments Ceptureds (mee Pera 9) _ : .

h, Pay War: .

(1) Pay Wer effort included use of U~10 aircraft for loudspeaker
appeals and for dissemination of printed matter, amd footmovement for audio
appeals and visual contact.

(2) Psy War personnel accanpanying tho Med Cap team on visits to the
cormunities of Dong Hoa and Can Gio succeeded in ostablishing a friendly
atmosphere, US nims and roasons for being in Viotnam were avplained to villagers.

(3} Nine loudspeaker missions were flown over the operstional area
by U=10 aireraft, fur a total of 17 hours broadcast time,

(4) Leaflots dropped on Operetion IEXINGION III wure as follows:

IIPE AMOUNT
How to surrendor 20,000
ARV versus VG Life 20,000
Synptoms of Discase 20,000
Modical troatment for railiers . 10,000

AP 189 é%:‘%

(5) Arecs of drep and trondcast were the southarn moat socticn of
the Rung Sat Specinl 2ono,

1, Civil Affnirs: Dwring tho oporation the Battalion Civic Action Team
aocamplished the following taske:

(1) Hold Modical Sick Call in villages near Battalion CP, espccially
Ly Nnon X8937590 cnd Dong Hoe YSC39476, Boats were usod to convey modical per=
somnel to all villages in Can Gio sub sootor area vio Y5163518, Orgonio Batta-
lion personpel voro sugmonted at times by teomas from 24 Bde and Division Hood-
Quortors, Aavine was given on cloanliness and sanitation for prevontive pure
POsan,

(2) Attoopts wore aitintod to procure cortain itoms such as inscet
repellant which would i distribute’ by local MACV ofllocors,

{3) Efforts wero mnrde to . :ducl an cericl anti-mosquito sproying of
Dong Hoa and Ly ihon, Both attempts wors unsuoccessful duo to dengor to crops
in Dong Hoa and unaveilabllity of aireraft in Ly Whew,

(4) In an attempt to fire 81m mortar rc..... into an area in which
#0ll arms fire was obsorved rram operational base SHARK, four rounds larded
in the village of Dong Hoa YS059476, killing 7 parsons and wounding 5u. The
Battalion Surgodn and mediocal porsonnel immedictely rushad to the village and
begnn administering to and separating the wounded for ovacuatien, “he wounded
wore ovacuated by helicoptor within 3 hours to hospitals at Long Binh amd Vung
Tau, Bn C'4 porionnol quickly visited thom ot tho hospitals, gotting thoir nomes
gonditions and locations far relatives, The noxt moarning, trouspartation wes
provided to convay relatives to Vung Tou to visit thoea hospi . Algo, add
was given in tho purchasing and tranaporting of coffins for the dood. Work was
bogun irmediatoly on assossing drmoge and roking repairs, (rganio parsonncl
augmnted by Division Engincers worked quickly to repair dmr. This inoluded
carpontry, cenonting, and roof repair, Two campletely now rocfs wore installed
ard repairs wore made on approximately nine others. A total of 100 shoets of
carrugated roofing was used, Mrny ¥4llagors roquostod caspensation for danage
or repair supplios, rother thar having the work dono by US porscnnel, This was
dona through pursonnol from 0.5, lst Infontry Division, Bmergoncy suppliss of
food and textilo kits wero distributed to tho fanildos of those o ine

ured, Ono venan wvas given on immodiate paymsnt of 2000 Piastios, dus to hor -

ing deatitude after losing hor husband, The pooplo were advhu; to sutmdt
slaing for deaths anmd injurios, ns woll as orop damage, through approm date VN
channels, MACY parscnnal in the ares worked to have those clnins axpodited ae
s000 a3 thay woro submittoed,

(35) Leonl mivisors in both aress in vhieh the Bettalion workod
oxtonsivoly, axpressod apprecintios fur the work of the troops, and indicated
that their own efforts had boon aided. In roference to Dong Yon, it wrs stetwd
that the quick ~nd thoraugh action taken offest much of the tad foelings poss-
ibtly emdountered,

5. (C) MISSIQM: 1/18 Inf conducts oxtonsive patrolling, ambushos ond eearch
ond dostray operaticns in TAGR *i" and "B",

6, (C) CONCEPT OF CPIRATION:
0, Yaneuver: This oporation wvas condmotod iu five (5) pbuses.
Piose I OPORD 11 - 65 (corrected frrm 14 ~ 6A) tnitiatod tAis phaso vith &
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nmotor march to Operation Base PORPOISE YS301484, a sealift from Mike Beackh, Saigon
to Operation Base SFARK and a airlift from Begrcat to Operation Base SHARK to clear
Operation Base SHARK, ‘
Phase IT Frag Order 1 thru 7 to OPCRD 11 = 66 covered search and destroy operations
in TAOR "B" and TAR A" with maximum ambushes at night. These cpsrations were conmt
rollad fram Operation Baass SHARK, Opsrations were conducted in TACR UAY during
this phase bacause of the activiity encountered on several ambughes in this TACR,
Indtally thore was very little activity in TARR "B",
Phaso III; Frag Order 8 to OP(RD 11 - 66 directed the move frow Operation Base
SHARK in TAGR '"B" to Operation Base BARRACUDA 4n TA OR YA¥, The move employed
air sarault by Co A on Oporation Base BARRACUDA to olcar and seoura this aroa,
0o C wag airlifted into Operation Esse BARRACUDA fram Opsration Base PCRPOISE as
the Bn repid roaction force, A Btry 1/7 Arty was airlifted by CHe47 frem Operation
Base SHARK to Operation Base BARRACUDA. Supplies and Supply personnel moved by
seulift using ILU ard IOM's during this phase.
Phaso IV: Frag Order 9 thru 15 eovored' the sesrch and destroy operations in TAR
VA", Operations in TACR VA" were contrblled from Operetion Base BARRACUDA with ‘
A Btry 1/7 Arty in DS, . .
Phaso Vi On 091200 June 66 LEXINGTON IIT was terminated, Co A and HHC (=) moved 1
by sea)ift to Mike Deach, Saigon and then by motcr convoy to Bearsat, Co B and i
Co C were airlifted from Operation Base BARRACI'DA and Operation Base PORPOISE to l
Baaroat, The Bn rear located at Opera‘ion Boso PCRPOISE conducted o seslift from
gpu-ation Buse PORPOISE to Mike Bunch, Saizon amd then moved by motor convey to
saroat, .

b, Fire Supbort: Fire Support vas provided by Artillery, Navel Gunfirs, ¥FAC
Adr and HUIB Fire Teams, A Biry 1/7 Arty was in direot support of the 1/18 Inf
during the entire operation, _

7. (C} EXECUTION:
a, Chronologys

Moy
" 1/18 Inf published OPCRD 1) « 66 (IEXINGTON IIX)
Moy .
191208, soalift corvoy doparted bass camp for VN Nuvy dockyards, Saigon, and ‘
axrived at 192400,

191700 two VN ICU's completed losding and doparved embarkation poimt {0 anchoe
over night on SGHG MHA BE River,

191750 Bde notified Bn of 2, hr delay in Operation LEXINGTON XIX,

191855 Convoy Cammander cid vehicles returned from Saigon,

- 191640 sealift was notifiod of 24 hr daily.
2 menl gocurity meamures taken for Base Camp seourity.

oy

1/18 publighod Frag Ordexr 1 to OPORD 11 - 66,

201130 Bdo notifiod Bn LEXINGTON IYT will begin on 21 May 66,

2 y‘l:oml gecurity moasuros tokon for basoe camp soourity,
>
1/18 Inf publishod Frag Order 2 %o GPCRD 11 - 66,
211135 l/§8 Inf initinted LEXINGTON ITI with the first 11f% of Alpha Company.

211030 FAC deptroyod o sampan at Y5137523,

211240'Co A ard Hq's (=) londed a* L2 TROUT vie Y8059473.

211203 motor convoy departod Sourr-t civoute to Vung Teu with Co B and Reoon
2/18 Inf providing security,

1 .ﬁllliap the sealift portion hod lanied ard unlosded at L2 TROUT and the laxd tadl
o .

211435 Co 0 1ifted of axroute to Vang Tau,

211700 Co B olosed Vung Tau,

211730 Dangor 77 visitod Operations Base SHARK,

No contact was made during the day, During tho night, the rifle ocompanies
establighed & Battalion perimeter with listening poata to the front of each company.
2 My

1/18 published Frog Ordor Order 3 to OPARD 11 - 66

220715 Naval Gunfire Team (ANGLICO) arrived Oporation Bass SHARK,

220720 Three (3) 1CM's boashed at SHARK,

220915 Gunahips fired on sampons in Bn TACR, at YS105560.

221700 VN ICM boats conduct doceptive extdaction of Co C,

Co A remained in CP aron vio Y5059473 as the Ba roserve and ostablishod ambughe
o8 during hours of Dorkness. Co B and Ba troins remsined ot Rear oparation base,
¥8301485, A1l oloments will remain in presont locations with A & G Companies cone
duoting night aobush patrols in respeotivo areas.

/59 C CONFIDENTIAL

‘7
g




e g A AR S T S Gt e o e e SN -
e e i o i P YN AR . - s e

v~ CCONFIDENTIAL ~
222300 Bn monitored call from Artichoke 37 for Dugtoff, Bn answered call and a .
Navy PCS landed ot Op Bage SHARK YS059473, ono (1) man was off loaded and 4 others ;
glven modication, 1 ¥
222355 Modevac of casualty fram Navy PCS camploted,
2 H & I fires by Co A, 65 elcament and Naval Gunfire during the night,
Yoy
1/18 Inf publishod Frag Qrdor 4 to OPGRD 11 - 66,
230650 8 slicks oaxrxived ot Op Bacy SUARK,
' 230700 first 1ift of Alphe afulwerra,
: 230724, oireraft recoived £A fire ricm vio ¥8131512, fire teaw notified,
230745 odrlift of Alpha completed into Op area JAGUAR,
230836 Co C closed Op Bose SHARK from PANTHER,
) 230910 fire toam destroyed a sampan with no one aboard at YS109729,
] 230923 gerial observer received SA fire from YS112498, irty fired into uree
i with unknown results,
; 231030 Fire team received fire from vic YS109529,
! 231030 Co B depated PORPOISE for Op Base SHARK,
: 231310 ICU closed Op Bage SHARK with Co B,
& 231400 Co C. dopartod Op Base SHARK for Op Base PORPOISE,
I 231458 Psy War, Ship ovor Op Base SHARK, :
' 231620 1st Div CG arrived Op Base SHARK,
231710 Co € closod Vung Tou,
; 232010 Co B's L olomont vie 026557 roceived AN fire, During the day Bn conte
‘\ imed oporations in TAR w/neg onemy contact, FF II Coumander visited Battalionm,
; Co B established two (2) night embush sites, Bn continues operation in TAGR "B
and prepares for TAGR "A",
24 Moy
1/18 published Frog Order 5 to OPCRD 11 - 66,
240225 Co B's M-2 ambush positon fired on two smmpans moving wost to east.
240305 Arty firved, resulis unknow,
: 240630 Co B's L olcment roccived suto weapms fire fram, YSO24571,
i 240730 Co B doparted Op SHARK for LION by ICM.
: 240910 Co B olosed LION, .
241007 Co B fowd damaged sampan with lettors and misc papers in it,
24,1010 Naval adivsor reportod a mine at ¥S019618 and a boat hit bx a nine at
Y5028606. Also contact with VO at ¥S019610, 4 VC KIA, cnptured one (1) 57RR, one
(1) Mo and two (2) carbinos, located 6 ar 7 bunkors, ono ‘(1) but, ‘
24,1020 Co C dopartod PORPOISE for SHARK by LCU, .
21213 Co, helilift extreotion cotpleted from JAGUAR, ?
241300 Co C closed Op Bage SUAMX . ,
24,1400 requested mosquiio spray for civio action program but request denied, i i
242020 ambush patrol of Co C sank one sampan, killed 2 VC (BC) at YS014568, i :
1/18 Inf continues Operation LEXINGTON III, Co A at Op Base PORPOISE, Co B !
gspontion in LION (7), Co C as Bn perimeter defenss, No contact during the day,

May
1/18 Inf published Frag Order 6 to OPCRD 11 - 66,
250625 Co G ambush patrol confima 3 VO XKIA, Found pepers, .
250730 remaindar of Co C doparted Op Base SHARK to PUMA,
250845 eiratrike delivered on YS003565 suspected mines,
250910 Co € landed at PUMA,
250955 Co C located a base ocamp at ¥5030565 which had not been uged four .cme=
time, dostroyed one (1) hut,
$61010 Co B oxtracted fran LI by LCN boats
251100 Co B closcd Op Base SHARK,
251100 Go A srrived Op Base Shark Wy 10U, :
251205 Co B departed Op Base SHARK for Op Base PORPOISE Yy ICU, !
1/12 Inf contimes operations, Co A st Op Base SHARK, Go B at Op Base PORPOISE ;
gzc in ares PUMA, Fo conteot during the day,

My

1/18 Inf pudlighed Freg Order 7 to CPCRD 11 - 66,

260600 snbugh patrol from Co  killed 5 VC (EC) vio YS0LL567 in e sanpan '
travolling ¥ to B, osptured two (2) wpna and two (2) packs which sank along ,
wvith tho sampon. ’ :

260000 Co A Eagle Flight airlift bogan,

260812 Co A Esgle Flight comploted,

260940 Co B dopartod Op Baso PURPOISE. _

261045 Co A locoted platoon aiso baso camp at YS100492, had auto wpns positions : 4

e

asrd building materinl,
26140 first olouont Co A returned f{rom Eagle flight,
261155 Co B arrived Op Bago SHARK by 1CU,
261250 Co C departed erea PUMS £~ Op Yosde.
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- 1/18 Inf CP,

261305 Co G returned -te Op Bass PORPOISE at 261305, "~
261305 elemont from Co A landed by holilift at 12 PINK 5085563,
261045 8ll elements of Co A were extractod hack to Op Base SHARK, '
261945 ambush patrol from Co A sank ons sampan at ¥503252,, also received one '
round of sniper fire from same location,
262040 four (4) mortar round landed in DONG HOA. Crater analysis and tail
fins indioated they were 8lm mortars from Duchoss unit, Casualtics wers 7 dead
edvilians, 24 wourded civilians, and b wounded P,F, soldisra,
262240 cnsuglties were evacuatoed from DONG HOA to the let ROK MASH ard the
36th Hospital ot VUNG 14U, also same to the 93¢ Evss, .
Co A and Co B romainod in perimoter security for the night, Co O remainod gt
Op Base PORPCISE, Co C had 5 VO KIA (BC), oapturod two woapona, ssuk one sampan,
g; A destroyed ono sampana, -
1/18 Inf published Frag Order 8 ta CPGRD 11 - 6,
270725 Co B doparted Op Base SHARK by ICM boata for Operetionsl area OCELOT.
270830 Co B closed OCELOT,
270835 two {2) ralliers turncd themselves in to 1/18 Inf 4n village N.E. of

271007 Co C departed Op Base PCRPOISE for Op Base TURK,™ ;

271145 1/18 bogan civie action program to repair damage from mortar rounds, ‘
Construction material and food sent t» DONG HOA, :

271400 Co C closod C. Base SHMK,

271514 Co A departed Op R:se Siin. W LU for Op Base PORPCISE,

271712 Chinook arrived with suppliea for DONG HOA,

Negativo contact during the day, Co A at PORPOISE, Co B conducting S & D
‘oporations with saturation ambushes at night in CCELOT, Co C in perimeter defense,
%vie action will continue in DONG HOA,

Moy

1/18 Inf published Frag Qrdor 9 to CPCRD 11 - 66, '

280650 Co B mado contact with two (2) sampens, 11 VC at YS087492, resulted in
ndne {9) VO KX (EC), destroyed 5 carbines,

280700 Co.C begon airlift to BARRAGUDA

280730 Co G closed BARRACUDA,

280828 extrnotion of Co B by I0M's bogan,

280900 Co A caumonosd airlift fram Op Base PURPOISE to BARRACUDA,

281036 Co A olosed BARRACUDA,

281037 Co B olosad Op Baso SHARK and aided in oivic sotdon in DANG HOA,

281045 A 1/ Arty bogon nirlift.

281555 A 1/7 Arty closed Op Bage HARRACUDA.

281640 Co B .bogen extroction by ICU from Op Base SHARK,

281945 Co B ¢losod Op Base PORPOISE.

Contaot during the doy resulted in nino (9) VC KIA, five (5) carbines destroye
od and two egmpans sunk., Co & und Co C in porimcter security of Op Base BARRACUDA,

29 Moy

1/18 publighed Frag Order 10 to OPORD 11 - 66,

290330 Hq (=) received cna suspscted 5Thm RR, resulting in one (1) minor WIA.

290720 Co A departed BARRACUDA.

80748 Co antered ares LECPARD,

291405 contact was made with an umimown nunmber of VG armed vith ome .30 oal
10 vie X58934626,

291550 contaot was btroken, resulting in two (2) frisndly WIA, cne later died,
Egtizated compary sise base oruip at this location vas destroyed and tha following
oquiment was captured: 1,540 rd SA arwmo, ono bag of docxsents and six sampens des-

Co B remains {n area PORPOISE, Co C remained at BARRACUDA, Co A oonducted sate
\;?&;n ambushes in its ares of responsinlity,

Co A oontinusd to patrol arsa LECPARD,

301215 an unocoupied base camp was destroyed vic XS933613.

301330 Co A at YS958616 found & weapons oache congleting of 7 rifies (6-8m &
1-303) and 70 rd armio,

014 15 Co A found an inboard motor saxpan at “5954613 and destrayed it,

Co B remsined at PORPOISE end Co C at BARRACUDA,

A My
Inf oublished Frag Order 11 to OPQRD 11 - 66,
operation for Co C was cancellied dum to pending oparstions of Vietnsmese
forces in the area, as & result Co A comtimsd patrelling in ares LECGPARD,
310900 Co A recaived SA fire from Y8955605, Arty snd mortar fire wus fived imte
the ares vith megative results.
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310935 Co A locatod a small hospital with 15-20 huts vio YS954609, huts doste
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i
by Purning. : : 2
311025 » patrol from Co C made contact with a VC squad at ¥8959577, resulting ,
in 3 W KIA (BC) and o weapons captwred, - c ) 1
311910 Co A mado a foot march back to BARRACUDA ard closed at 311710,
Co C patrol conducted saturntion ambushes in their area, Co A departed BARRA~
gUDA by LCU at 311930 for PCRPOISE, Co B porimoter security along with Co C (=)
June
1/18 Inf published Frag Order 12 to OPCRD 11 = 66,
' < 010700 Co C (w) departod BARRACUDA for PUMA,
- i 0%820C0 C (=) fourd omo (1) weapon (US bolt action) at ¥S014568,
At YS014568 Co C (~) receivod SA firs from estimated 6 VO vic YS013500, fire
vas returned with uwkmown results,
010933 Co C (-) locatod squad size base camp that had not boen used rocently
vic Y5962585,
011120 Co € located & largor base camp ot YS068578, 1 VC KIA (BC) and one US
3 oo’ /5 G, a second baso comp wae located vie YS010570 with negative results, , ;
27 Co A remninea in PORPOISE, Co B remained as perimcter security for BARRACUDA, ; 4
o ( 1
1/18 Inf published Frag Order 13 to OPCRD 11 - 66,
1/18 continues Oporation LEXINGTON III with Co B oonduoting secarch amd destroy
operations in Targot 19,
020732 Co C is recdy for oxtractioen,
020640 siretrils with M-54 Dopth Chargos vas bagon to clear channal for Co B.
020940 nll Co B oloionts landed vie ¥1'032605, YS034605, 18040607,
021200 Co A and Recon P1lt arclvced b FARWSUDA,
021345 Co B locatod small bose camp of two hubs vie YSO29613, night cnbushes
wore conducted in area. ’
3 June
Oparation LEXINGTON III continues with Co B conducting 8 & D operations to the
northwest of tho area vie YS032615, i
031030 Rocon P1t located 1 hut w/storage bin empty, copacity 2-3 tons, YS9(8595
031345 Co B found a fortified VC position vic XSOZ§6.18, platoon sise, slso
found scveral oal 106, 57 or 90mz sholl ocases,
!036w528 Rocon attacked ops sampan killed 4 VC (BC) capiared one M! carbine : : .
at 15965588, ‘ :
: 032140 Co B ambushed a sampan resuliing in 3 VC KIA, one {1) Rugaian carbine ; -
and one (1) greaso gun captured vic YS015614. ;
' ) Co D continuog aaturation cmbushes. Co A at BARRACUDA ond Co C at PORPOISE. .
4 Juno i
! 040615 Co A departed Op Base BARRACUDA by LCM. :
040900 C & C recoived SA fire fram vie YS007521, :
041025 Co B requested Arty fire YS013614 on a suspectod ememy position.
041125 Co A found 10 tons of rice vio ¥8993536, = . = -~ *
041330 Co B was airliftod from AD 19,
041415 Co B closed BARRACUDA, |
041520 C & C ship locstod 2 huts & 2 sanpans vio YS015607, ¥
041545 € & C ship spottéd sampan ot 28994587, FAC chockad out w/unk rosults.
During the morning Bn utilized Air Foree Alr axrmed with 1000 1b GP with Daisy
Outtor Fusas to clsar future 12..
5 June
1/18 Inf published Frag Order 14 to OPCRD 11 = 66,
Co A contimwd to patrol in aasigned aroa, )
050925 Recon closed BARRACUDA and brought in a M1 carbine and documants, d

051155 Co A located on abandoned base camp conaisting of 20 huts vio XS966840,
051810 resupply of vater to Co A vas sompletod Wy the C & C ship.
Co A conduoted saturation amiazh~1 duTing the night, Co B remained in srea
PORPOISE, Co 0 in ares BARRACUDA.
une

1/18 publighed Frag Order 15 to OPQRD 11 = 66.

060700 Co C departed BARRACUDA far ared of operation

060800 Co C larded vic XS937687 conducted extansive psw. 2 the south,
south east amd acuth west,

061145 Co 4 axtructed by ICH fram vic YSO28597 and moved to BARRACUDA,

061225 Co B moved fraa PORPOISE to BARRACUDA Yy ICU.

061330 Co A departed BARRACUDA for PORPOISE,

062405 Co C engaged a sampcn vie X597625 resulting in two (2) VC XIA (BC)
and one sempan destroyed,

Co 0 aonducted saturation ambughes during the night, Co B located at BARRACUDA,

7 Jue
Co C continued extensive patroliing with negative contaot,

Ll 071220 Co C spotted a sampen south at YTSUB678, Ssapean turned around
/ and & fire tem ws cailed cut to bebred 'ares Vith segative results,
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Co G conducted saturation ... 4w ug the night, U6 B remaived in ares
gu;mcm, Co'A remained at rUnOISE, ‘
une

Oporation LEXINGTON III contimued with Co B conducting a sealift by LOM'e ot

. - -

081020 a base camp was losated vic ¥S995520 with ono bunker, one (1) V© was
eighted in the area of baame oomp who flod in a SE direotion frap ¥S010520, Upon
purguing the VC, two (2) booby trapped gronades end a trail with punii stekes
wag looatod at ¥S005515,

061250 contact was made with unknown mumber of VC at YS014532 resulting in
aw (1) VC KIA (BC) and ons (1) 7.62 rifle ocaptured,

081342 heavy smnll arms firo was received frar vie of ¥8003516 resulting in
ons (1) US WIA end one (1) US injured.

081415 contaot was made with 3 VO ot X§998538 resulting 4n ome (1) VO XIA
(BC) and one (1) Japenese 7,62 weapon captured, VC broke contact and flod inte

080930 Co € was ssalifted out of thoir AO aml brought to BARRACUDA,
081240 Co C doparta® BSRRACIDA by IOU for PCRENISE,
080800 Co A departed PORPOISE,
93 081200 Co A orrived at BARRACUTA, assuued porimeter security for battalion,
une :
1/18 publighed Frag Order 16 to OPCRD 1) = 66,
091200 Oporation LEXTHGTON III torminated,
091415 Co B and Recon airlifted out of 40, both elements had negative contact.
091130 128 Afr Mob element killed two (2) Vo (BC) and sank (1) sempon, XS970626,
091800 Co B and Recon and Co C closed Baarcat, : . .
091830 Co A, Batiery 1/7 Arty ond elements of Bn Heodquarters moved bty ICU
from BARRACUDA, .
Elemonts moving by sealift will remain over night aboard ICM ard ICU in Saigon
E:;bor. Roor area ot PCRPOISE was sealiftod by ICU to Saigon Navy Yards on 10 June
1 June, '

8, (C) SUPPORTING FORCES:

8. Artillery: A 1/7 Arty (105 How) was direct support of 1/18 Inf during tho

ontire cperation, By occupying the scmo opsxations buse ns the 1/18 Inf the fires
were timely and acourate,

b, Alr Force:

(1) TAC ATR was employed on pre planned strilkos, Bn S-3 Alr ocoordinated .
dr request with ALO and submitled all requests to Ede,

(2) fTwo missions wore flown utilising 1000 1bs Frag with Daisy Cutter
Muzos, Thoge ware uged to clear future [Z'a for heliocpter assualt, The first
mission had two dude in two sroas, Other than for the duds, the missions were very
sawcessful, Mo mission was flown with M54 depth chargos t0 clear suspootod water
minog. Rosultis uniciown,

o« Army Aviotion: Amy Aviotion vas usod every day of the operaticn. Mumorous
maves of company and plztoon sizo wore mdo, Firo tosna were on station ar on oall
at the operotion base (on o daily basis) ond the C & C sbip was used sovon o ten
hours daily, Due to the innccossability of theRSSZ¥ the 1/18 In® depanded greatly
an the Army avintion support which was axemplary, Support wos provided by tho léad
and 128th Aviation companios of the 11th Aviatiom Bn, The aireraft wore used to
thoir meximw oapability on mmerous occasions in the evacuntion of wounded and in
the resupply and extrootion of platoon sise elwesnts, The suocess of LEXINGION IIX

wos dirsotly proportional to tho outstonding offort and acoamplishmonts of Army
Aviation,

90 (C) RESULTS:
Qe Frioui]y Lossos: KIA « (1)' WIA = (‘)o

b. Ensxy Lossest
Vo KIa (BC): 37 (3 Wy Lrwy 4Ax)
s gy,
Smnll arms - 30 80 LOEP -
Frog grenodes - 51 Amio facllities = 2
S om0 - 2172 xds lospital - 1
Oronade fuses -~ 750 Fortifiod positions -~ 4
Camp "C" axplosive « 100 lbe Bunkars - 10

3 /‘5 Gresn mt?fa?u;o“““.‘m : ;.m::m -1

i
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glxou.mmémm
alvpetes « 100 .1ba
Knives = 2

Slingshot - 1

MATERIALS

Combatf%acks -2

Sampar ; = 37

Mol oil = 1002 gal

Bmory cloth - 300 sheets (12" x 12v)

Wator jugs -~ 30 (20 ahd 50 gal cap)

Rice - 20,100 1lbg

Cement - 200 lbs

Salt - 5 lbs

Gronade press/mold - 1

Eating dishware and utensile = 25 sets

Mirror ~ 1

8" boat propeller = 1

2} T-T hydraulic jack = 1

75 1b anvil = 1

3" voodeutting saws - 3

Portable loudspeaker - 1

10 gal cang - 8

Kerosere =~ 1 gal

Soldering rods - 20

Pistol belts -~ 3

Rice threshing mschine ~ 1

Mise clothes - for 40 pers

liisc tools - wrenches, files, spades, picks, shovels, rivets, nuts and
bolts, planes, wedges.

Fishing tackle gear w/100 picces of lead

Mise med supplies (vitv.;mins, penicillin, saline solution ampules, gauge,

oto :

Green parrot
Dong Hoa village sovermics: :- bbe: siamp

DOCRENTS

Propaganda books

Medical training books

Recoipt from LY NHON Finance Agent

Roster of party membars (poss LY NHON village)
Sketch of unknown hamlet

VG instruotions on use of claymore mines
6 onvelopes sont to C702 unit from various otber units w/codo mmbers
VC rocoipt pad for ammo (no unit shown)

0. Installation Locations:

e ¥530s6s S

15019555 5958616 15958616
YS030565 X594.5609
XS944626 XS946604 .
X5947614 Yso01e8a78 ROSPITA&
3962582 YS012620 995,609
15018578 YS029613
X5029613 XS98595
15064588 Yss0se? FORTIFIED POSIXIONS
X8087541 X5986540 YS023618
YS008563 1598754 13995521
YSC02545 3030587 Y5008348
YS006545 YS006545 ¥5100492
YS0LL53) 5077544,
0, (C) ADMINISTRATION:
8. Personmsl;
21 May &5 8 June 66
ND REAR . . AND REAR
/4()/ moy 122 24 CONFIDCcNg, 20
A 1% m M8 3

i i bl B A
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8, Porsonnel (cont)‘
D RER "D REAR
¢ 12 6 135 58
Total 556 3 - 535 332

b, Administrative Plans: Flew of povscnnel, mail. ote was best handled by
\;%ns the C & C helicopwor on a ».iv” ‘led run doily between base camp and the
cp,

11, (C) SPECIAL EQUIFMENT AND TSCENIQUES:

a, Several rice caches discover in the Rung Sat Special Zone were destroyed
by dumping it into the salt weter which ig found throughout the area, The hase
comp installations wore well constructed and beyond tho destructive capabllity
of the companios operating in tho A0, Engineor demolition tcam was on call at
the oporation base and elso conducted instruction on demolition tochniquos to
the oampanies’wvhon in reserve in the samo area, Dus to the many rivers and streans
in the AO it was necessary to carry river crosaing cquipment on many oporations.
Nylon ropes and’aly mattresses were adequate, Sampans captured wore nlso difficult
to degtroy, Tho mo -t successful and fastest mothod usod was a cloymore on the
bottam of the sampan

b, The salt water predominant in tho RSSZ caused modical problons when
operation lasted more than 48 hours, Immersion foot, Snfection of any insect bitos
or small outs wore serious enough to place these individuals on light duty and
out down the cambat strength of tho unit,

12, (C) CQMANDERS ANALYSIS: IEXINGTON III was tormod a highly succesaful
oporation by COMUSMACY and COMNAVF(RV, The high kill ratio and tho damage to
Viet Cong base camps and to their equipment and food stocks were not only effecte
ive in reducing the VC disruption of friemdly shipping through the RSSZ, but they
ware major factors in maintaining the high mornle amd aggressivonoss of the US
troops involved, The conduct of Phase III opcrations improved tho opuration in
two rospocts, First of all, TAR Alpha was by far tho most lucrative area for
oporations, Secondly, by longthoning tho time a unit spont in the swamp to 48
hours its offectivencas was inereased whilc the favorablo by-products'of increns-
Ing tho units time at Vung Teu and at the TWD operationcl baso were also signifi-
cant, When tho 1/18 Inf roturns io *=: RSSS Phase ITI - type operations showld
bo duplicatod in whatevor turgot areas arv selected,

4s on oversll improvomont in US Army Military oporations in tho RSSZ it would
bo a definito advantage for the US Army unit camsander to have complote tactical
froodam in his TACR, not only for his ability to rospond immedintely to tho latest
intolligence, but porhaps oqually as important, to provide him an opportunity to
plan shead with some assurancoe that the plan will be axecuted, This is necessary
when such requirements as iCM's, ICVP's, Monitors, Commandments, salvage ships,
Mark 54 Depth Chergos, Air Force or Navy air strikes, snd otbors mast bo fulfilled,
Coordination lyad timo involved ie at least two days, preferably four or five
days if LZ preparation using Daisey Cuttors 1s roquired, ’

13, (C) CONCLUSIGNS AND LESSONS LEARNED:

a, Conclusiona:

(1) Whon oporating im the RSSZ, cperations should ot axcood 48 hours
wvithout an opportunity for troops to “dry cutt, Tvo to four days of ining
dry ~nd treatment of sores and infuctions wero ndequato to allow units te go on
ancther operation,

(2) A groat deal of coordinmation ia meccessery with the VNN to conduct
timoly soalift oporations, The COMNAVFCRV LNO's prosonce in the 1/18 Inf TCC - .

invaluadlo in acoomplishing thie oocordimation, By accamponying the Bn Co
in the Cammond rnd Control helicppter during sealifts bis direot rodio contact
wvith the Rib6 Boat Company's Navol Advigor provided the pecssmary link in this
4iffiocult coordimation, .

(3) Amy Aviation (HUID ard HUIB airoraft) is an absolute nocessity in
oparation in the RSSZ.

(4) More froodem of action by the Battalion oporoting in o TAOR is 100
ossary to take odvantage of the most recent intalligonos and aotivities of tro
W. The time requirod to oleor oreas at tims wns %00 long to taks sdvemtoge of
the operautim, [
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(5) With the excopilon of targets not being aocuraté as reported, the
.3ntelligence base for the oparation was largely valid in that the W forces:

(a) Did have unomposed freoden of movemont,

(b) Used the watorweys as o primary route of travel as evidenced
by tho several successf\l anbushos thereocn,

{¢) Hod tho majordty of their focilities within a short distance
from the waterwoys, thereby facilitating movement and the transporting of supplies
and porsonnel to and from theso facilities,

(6) That fow booby traps were encountored probably resultod from the
fact that the area was considered safe by the VC becruse of difficult terrain,
excellont concealnent fyom air and growd in the mangrove forest aroas, cnd that
fow operotions h-d pdnotrated tho aren previously,

(7) VC porsomnel and mcterinl lnsses wAill probably have an adverse effact
on VO future plans and cperations:, They havo probably :uffered a loss of prestige
in tho RSSZ becouse of US cnsunlties s vompared to their losses, Samo of tho
friondly indigenous porsonnel that inhibit the RSSZ will now have renson to doubt
tho VC propaganda of "ownership" and infallibility in this aroa as a result of
unrestricted US novements crd VC losses.

{8) Although no contact was made with the VC 225th Engr Bn or its ele~
ﬁm, it still connot be confirmed whether or not a unit does exist with this

entity, '

(9) The fact that locations of bases found are now Jmown,.as well as the
fact that the VC were forced to evacuate and disporses, will cause than to have
to relocnte, reconstruct, or ropair these fucilities, Becruse of the terrain, VO
offarts in this rogard will bo hamporod for somotimo, and the capability to sup-
port travel of VC wnits through the area is roduced,

b, Lessong Learned:

(1) New arrivals have a tendency to fire prior to indentifying the
eneny or insuring that noving objects are not friendly troops, Green Troops )
mst be indoctringted to let the enemy closs, with the idea of a first round -

(2) 1Insect bites and open sores became infected quickly in the dirty
galt wetor found throughout the RSSZ, Operations in this area should not excced
48 houra, troons should be given sdequate time for personal hygione and trestment
of infoctod insect bitos, :

(3) when tho audio torminals of the PRC-25 radio get wet the radio be- ‘ -
¢ones ! nopcrable, Corrective action of using a cigarette lighter or matchos con ‘
dry thoso terminnls, A wot handset also melms. transmission impossiblo and by cove
ering tho handsot with aluninum foil from the accessary pack of C~Rations or with
a plastic bag this problen is greatly reduced,

(4) Extrome caution must be exorcised in selccting lemding sitos during
sealift operations dus to tidal changes ard ths inconsistency of tho soil com-
position in the RSSZ, Tide data can he obtained from S-2, which is a belping fact-
or in geloocting time and place, Notailed rcronnngsance insures tho bost poss~ °
ible landing sites. :

(5) 12's ond P2's are few aml far between in the RSSZ; however by cloar-
ing some of the B-52 bonb craters, axtraction could be porfarmod by ono HUID
going in at a time, Daisy Cutters can be irployod to cloar arcas for 1Z's. Three
LZ's wore cleared for oporntions in an area inaccessablo by any noans oxcepl aire

(6) Whon tho short or jungle antemnacs are inodoquate thc ercotion of a
f£i0ld axpedient antonnae will increase tho trarnsmission range to whoro good come
minieation are ostablishod. RTO's shovld Lo indoctrinated on tho use of field
oxpodiont antennas,

(7) Cocemmications between individuals in the RSSZ con bo &ccarplished
by hapd clapping as this ia a provelant background noiso in tho mangrove evamp,

(8) River crosaing equipment to ineluds a 100150 ft ropo ond air matte
resses should be carried by each platoon for river orossing operstions,

(9) Toe pace count changos considerably in the mangrovo sucrpe and each
unit should check its pace for 10D motors. Approx 280 stops were ucod to reasure
100 noters,

(10) The 1125,000 Fioto-Maps of tho [SSZ are considerably botter than
tho atondard 1:50,000 mops. These paps should be nodo of oll Viotmon ond 1ssued
through normal chnnnole. The fov that tho betialion usod were given lty the
CONAVICRY 1XO,

{11) Tho fow aerial photo maps availabls proved to be invaluablo and units
going into this areo of operations should request alr photos of their entire TA(R
prior to the camenoront of the oporatios,
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(12) Two rore Me60 Mits for the wpns plt of oach rifle corpany addod
considerndly to tho fire powsr of the Platoon ond compony, Whonewer the woeapons
Platoon of a rifle conpany s used as a fourth rifle platoon the M-S0 Mi's should
be made availatle

(13) Each platoon should have 4 PRC-25's duo to the mumber of squad
sixe ambushes ecch platoon is roquired to place out ot times,

(14) The platoon culwnn 1s the only practical formation in the RSSZ
becanse of the donse undergrowth,

(15) Individuals morale ond alortness docrensod after about 48 hours

. in the swarp, Rofnting'ﬁroopaapproxevorywhmaundgivingtha:az-kdny

break salves this problem.

(16) Tho VC in %ie RSSZ did not appear 4o be woll troined or sggressive,
v (17) Tho anbush was the most succwesful manouver throughout IRXINGTON

7, Maximun anbushes should bo ostablished on this type of operationm, The use
of PH and SLAR roparts agsigts in picking smbugh looations,

(18) In open areas such @8 rice paddies, 3 ton nounted redar is very
Offwtiven :

(19) The use of gectionalised paper plates proved most satisfrotory 4in
sorving A-Rrtions in the FD area, S-4 should assure that on adequate anount
of papor plates is kopt om hand, By using poper plates man-hours and cargo wh,
are IaVBd.

(20) Tho COMVAVFGRV INO~located right in tho Bn 700 proved mogt valu-
cblo in coordination requiremonts with VNN am US Navy, ihen-ever nossible a
INO should be attached or some arrangemonts for coardination should be osto~

blighed daily,
GCQMQ Sandl

JOHN C, BARD
Major, Infantry
Camanding
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